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Bishopôs Message 
                                                                                                                                                      

JUNE 2020 

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Greetings! 

 

I hope and pray that all of you keep good health in this unprecedented situation of our time. On behalf of 

our diocese, I extend my sincere appreciations to your parishioners and you for rising to the occasion to 

support the most deserving of our sisters and brothers in their need. I also express my sincere thanks to the 

Kottar CRI for their compassionate service to the poor and needy at this time of crisis. To those 

congregations and other kind-hearted people who joined the diocese in the relief works, we owe much. I 

gratefully remember the diocesan administration, the Kottar Social Service Society and the team for relief 

works headed by the coordinator of commissions. As the celebration of public masses is suspended, not 

forgetting, I place on record the contribution of NanjilNatham TV by way of telecasting the daily mass.  

 

The  Covid 19 pandemic has pinned us all down to a world of uncertainties.  Most of the worldôs population 

is confined to their homes to prevent the spread of Covid 19. What seemed in the recent past a fairly stable 

state of affairs in the modern world, has been turned upside down by this great and unexpected trial. The 

scientists and others tell us that we will likely be dealing with the virus and its impacts for months, 

sometimes couple of years to come. In short, the coronavirus has created a deep impact on the way we 

perceive our world and our everyday lives. This predicament as our concern calls us for working out the 

way forward for the future in the church and the society as well.  

 

Probably most of us would not have forgotten the haunting image of our beloved Holy Father walking 

through the empty and silent St. Peterôs Square on a dark and rainy evening to deliver the extraordinary 

UrbietOrbi Message on March 27, 2020. Meditating on Jesusô words to his disciples, ñWhy are you afraid? 

Have you no faith?ò from the gospel of Mark, the Holy Father invited us to turn to the Lord who tells us at 

this time of darkness, illness and death ñDo not be afraidò (Mt 28:5). His Easter message also pointed to a 

ñcontagion of hopeò ï namely, the risen Christ who spreads his victory of love. In one of his recent 

interviews, Pope Francis responded: ñEvery crisis contains both danger and opportunity: the opportunity to 

move out from the danger. Today I believe we have to slow down our rate of production and consumption 

(Laudatosi, 191) and to learn to understand and contemplate the natural world. We need to reconnect with 

our real surroundings. This is the opportunity for conversion.ò 

 

In the light of our Holy Fatherôs invitation to hope and conversion, this time of great crisis, I think, can also 

be seen as a time of great spiritual opportunity and transformation. For our simple homework, I would like 

to delineate a few areaswhich draw our attention for further reflection and concrete action. In the first place, 

the coronavirus has provided us with an invitation to introspection and confrontation with questions that 

matter.One such thing is the ócleaner environmentô that we enjoy these days as the result of lockdowns. 

Other things could be the value of solitude and silence as an occasion for prayer, the need for simple 

lifestyle, importance to ósmall thingsô than mega projects, pompous feasts and so on. In short, crisis like 

Covid 19 pandemic calls us for reassessing our priorities and lifestyles. 




