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Bishop's Message
Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,
Greetings!
I am pleased to inform you that, as announced at the last General
Body Meeting of priests, the final document of the Diocesan
Synod 2024 was solemnly released on the Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 15, at St. Francis
Xavier's Cathedral, Kottar. On the same occasion, the Handbook of the Bylaws of
the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance Council (Revised with new
Amendments) was also officially published.
As we know, the Synod document is the fruit of prayer, consultation, and
discernment carried out across our diocese for nearly a year. It reflects the
collective wisdom of clergy, religious and laity and outlines the pastoral vision
and priorities that will guide our local Church in the coming years. I earnestly
request you to study the document carefully and to help our parish communities
reflect upon and implement its directives. Let us keep in mind that the Diocesan
Synod 2024 is not merely an administrative exercise that we had undertaken but
a spiritual journey of communion, participation and mission as Pope Francis
envisaged. Hence, I count on your collaboration and pastoral zeal to ensure that
the grace of the Synod is not left on paper but becomes a living reality in our
parishes.Together, let us build a more participatory Church in our diocese.
The Handbook of the Bylaws of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish
Finance Council (Revised with new Amendments) is intended as a practical tool
for fostering greater participation, transparency and co-responsibility in parish
life. Therefore, I sincerely urge that Parish Pastoral Councils and Finance
Councils be established at the earliest in those parishes where they are not yet in
place or not properly formed, so that our diocese may grow together in
accountability, shared responsibility and service.
At this juncture, I take this opportunity to thank all those who collaborated in the
preparation of these two important documents, particularly the Synod
coordinators & team and the drafting committees.

Every year on September 8, the Church celebrates the joy of the Feast of the Birth
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Mother. On this day, the Catholic Church in India
solemnly celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of Good Health, a cherished day of
devotion to all of us. Rooted in the miraculous events at Vailankanni in the 16th
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century, this feast reminds us of the tender care and powerful intercession of our
Blessed Mother, who continues to draw countless pilgrims to her shrine. As we
honour Our Lady of Good Health, we entrust ourselves, our families and our
diocese to her maternal protection.
The birth of Mary is not just a private family event in Nazareth, but a moment of
joy for the entire human family. As her birth is intimately linked to the history of
salvation, the dawn of redemption begins with Mary's coming into the world. As
Pope Francis in his homily says: “She is the 'morning star' who precedes the
rising of the Sun of Justice, Christ our Lord” (Solemnity of the Epiphany of the
Lord, 6 January 2023). Therefore, the birth of Mary is a feast of joy and gratitude
for all of us. That is why, one of the titles of the Blessed Mary found in the Litany
of Loreto is “Mary, the Cause of Our Joy.” It expresses a profound truth about
Mary's role in salvation history and in the life of the Church.
At the same time, this feast also reminds us of the fact that Mary was bom as a
helpless little girl in a society that did not always value women. Yet, God chose
her to be the Mother of His Son. Through Mary, God teaches us that every child,
especially every girl child, is precious, dignified and chosen. In this context, it is
deeply significant that in India, this day is also observed as the Day of the Girl
Child.Sadly, in many parts of India, the birth of a girl child is not welcomed with
joy. Even before a girl child is bom, she may face rejection through selective
abortion. If she survives, she often encounters discrimination, neglect, abuse and
unequal opportunities in her home and society. Instead of being cherished as a
blessing, the girl child is too often treated as a burden in the family.
The Feast of the birth of Mother Mary reminds us that the birth of a girl child in
our families should be a cause of our joy and celebration. Just as Joachim and
Anne received the girl child, Mary as a gift from God, we also are called to see
every girl child as a blessing and a bearer of hope for the future. On this feast, let
us renew our commitment to honour and protect the dignity of every girl child in
our families and parishes. Let us ensure they are given due love, education, safety
and equal opportunities to grow and flourish.
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Mother, bom as a humble girl in Nazareth yet
chosen for a great mission, intercede for us so that our families and parishes may
overcome prejudice and tmly celebrate the gift of every child!
In the mind of Christ,

Sd/-
+ Nazarene Soosai (Bishop of Kottar)
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No. C-17/2025 26.08.2025

Annual Clergy Retreat
“Return to your rest, my soul, for the Lord has been good to you.” (Psalm 116:7)
Dear Fathers,

This gentle invitation from the Psalmist calls us into a sacred space, a
place of rest, renewal, and quiet trust in God’s goodness. Amid the demands and
responsibilities of our priestly ministry, we must find time to pause, to be
refreshed in body, mind, and spirit, allowing the Lord to restore us through
silence, prayer, and solitude.

Recognizing this need, the Church, through Canon Law (Can. 276, §2,
4°), encourages all clerics to set aside time each year for spiritual retreat. In this
spirit, I warmly invite you to this year’s Clergy Retreat, which will be held in two
batches. The details are as follows:
Retreat Dates & Details
Batch 1 : Sunday, October 05, 07:00 p.m.-Friday, October 10, 01.OOp.m
Preacher : Fr. Henry Jerome S.J., Rector, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Madurai

Batch 2 : Sunday, October 12, 07:00 p.m.- Friday, October 17, OLOOp.m
Preacher : Fr. Soosai Raj S.J., Director, St. Joseph’s Retreat Centre,

Mettupalayam
Venue : Animation Centre, Bishop’s House, Nagercoil

All clergy are expected to participate in one of the two batches. As we are
unable to offer a third, please choose your batch accordingly. If you need to make
a change, kindly inform the Vicar General by September 07, 2025 either by
letteror E-mail.

Please remember to bring with you: Your Mass diary, Cassock or Alb, and
Rosary. The Prayers of the Church for the days of the retreat will be provided at
the venue. I pray that this retreat offers you a genuine encounter with the Lord,
one that strengthens your vocation, renews your joy, and fills you with peace.
Wishing you a grace-filled and fruitful retreat.

In the mind of Christ,
Sd/-

+ Nazarene Soosai (Bishop of Kottar)
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RETREAT - 2025, Batch I
October 05, Sunday Evening to October 10, Friday noon

Preacher : Fr. Henry Jerome S.J., Rector, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Madurai

1. Rev. Nazarene Soosai D.D
2. Fr. Maria Gladston G.
3. Fr. Francis Xavier J.
4. Fr. Ajan Charles R
5. Fr. Ajith M.
6. Fr.Ambrose L.
7. Fr. Amirtha Raj C.
8. Fr. Anbarasan A.
9. Fr. Anbin Devasahayam S.
10. Fr. Anto Jerabin E.
11. Fr. Antony Claret S.
12. Fr. Antony Gomez P.
13. Fr. Antony Pitchai C.
14. Fr. Arockia Jenish A.
15. Fr. ArulM.
16. Fr. Aral Seelan P.

17. Fr. Arulappan S.
18. Fr. Aran Pravin A.
19. Fr. BabiyansS.
20. Fr. Benziger P.
21. Fr. Bruno Bonso G.
22. Fr. Christu Rajamony M.
23. Fr. Devadhas P.
24. Fr. DoegeReusonl.
25. Fr. Dominic J.B.R
26. Fr. DunstonA.
27. Fr. Edwin M. John
28. Fr. Evangelian M. Besky
29. Fr. Felix Alexander S.

30. Fr. Francis M. Borgia
31. Fr. Francis De Sales J.
32. Fr.Francis Xavier Nelson J.
33. Fr. Gaspar. A.
34. Fr. Godfrey K.
35. Fr.GraceGunabal Arachy J.
36. Fr. Flenry Philip Quin E.
37. Fr. Immanuel Raj H.
38. Fr. Jaksas Elango S.
39. Fr. Jeniber Edison K.
40. Fr. Jerry Vincent
41. Fr. Joachim A.
42. Fr. John Augustus M.
43. Fr. John Benitto L.
44. Fr. John Bosco V.
45. Fr. John Jore Henson S.
46. Fr. John Rose J.
47. Fr. John Thamasque N.
48. Fr. John Vino P.
49. Fr. Joseph Aral Stalin M.
50. Fr. Joseph Raj Lenin A.
51. Fr. Joseph RomaldG.
52. Fr. KilbinReeganl.
53. Fr. KildosA.
54. Fr. Kingsly Shaju S.
55. Fr. Ligorius M.
56. Fr. Maria Dhas K.
57. Fr. Maria Joseph Sibu A.
58. Fr.MichaelGeorgeBright A.
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59. Fr. Nixson B.
60. Fr. Pascalies V.
61. Fr. Penno Raj T.
62. Fr. Perpetual Antony M.
63. Fr. Raju I. (Christu Raj)
64. Fr. Ralf Grand Mathan L.
65. Fr. Rejin C.
66. Fr. Rekvin I.
67. Fr. Ronald Rex J.
68. Fr. Rudolf Sangith U.
69. Fr. Sahaya Anand M.
70. Fr. Sahaya Antony L.
71. Fr. Sahaya Belix A.
72. Fr. Sahaya Glacin H.
73. Fr. Sahaya Jerome A.
74. Fr. Sahaya Jipson Anish A.

75. Fr. Sahaya Milon T.
Fr. Sahaya PrabuS.
Fr. Sahaya Selvam B.
Fr. Sahaya Sunil T.
Fr. Saleen Johnrose J.
Fr. Selvaraj J.
Fr. Servatius S.
Fr.SiluvaiFrankoFrancis P.
Fr. Soosai Antony J.
Fr. Soosai Antony P.
Fr.StanleySahayaSeelanM.
Fr. Stephen A.
Fr. Stephen Henry C.
Fr. Sudharson J.
Fr. Wilson L.
Fr. Xavier Raja A.

76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87.
88.

89.
90.

RETREAT - 2025, Batch II
October 12, Sunday Evening to October 17, Friday Noon

Preacher : Fr. Soosai Raj S.J., Director, St. Joseph’s Retreat Centre, Mettupalayam

1. Rev. Peter Remigius
2. Fr. John Rufus T.
3. Fr. Ajin Raj P.A
4. Fr. Aloysius M. Benziger
5. Fr. Alwin Mathan Raj S.
6. Fr.AmalrajV.
7. Fr. Anil Joseph J.
8. Fr.Answell Ralist K.R
9. Fr. Anthonyappan P.
10. Fr. Anto Vinoth Kumar S.
11. Fr. Antony Alcander L.
12. Fr.Antony Berdic Bruno A.

13. Fr. Antony Jose R.
14. Fr. Antony Prabhu A.
15. Fr.AntonySahaya AnandA.
16. Fr. Antroose T.
17. Fr. Ami Eugene Roy L.
18. Fr. Ami Joseph I.
19. Fr. Ball Kalvert S.
20. Fr. Benjamin L.
21. Fr. BrabuG.
22. Fr. Chrispin Bonifas C.
23. Fr. Christo Dabin L.
24. Fr. Clatton S.
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25. Fr. Curusu Carmel Y.
26. Fr. Dionysius B.
27. Fr. Dony Jerome A.
28. Fr. Edmond A.
29. Fr. Eugene B.
30. Fr. Felix G.
31. Fr. George Clement M.
32. Fr. GeorgeGabrielKishoreX.
33. Fr. George Vincent W.
34. Fr. Gino Jose Prakash

Mathew M.

Fr. Joseph E.
Fr. Justin Avinash A.
Fr. Lawrence S.P.
Fr. Leon Flenson S.
Fr. Marceline De Pores V.
Fr.MariaSoosaiVincentG.
Fr. Maximiyan James M.
Fr. Michael Angelus L.
Fr. Michael Einstein S.
Fr. Michael Raj B.
Fr. Nithya Sahayam E.
Fr. Paniadimai J.
Fr. Patrick Xavier J. R
Fr. Pushparaj L.
Fr. Raj C.
Fr. Raymond P.
Fr. Rengith Kumar K.
Fr. SahayaVinetMagsanP.
Fr. Sahaya Wilson K
Fr. Sam Mathew F.
Fr. Selvan A.
Fr. Shajan Cecil S.
Fr. Simon J.

Fr. Stanly Sahayam T.
Fr. Stefin Ruslin Raj M.
Fr. Stephen M.
Fr. Suresh S.
Fr. Tharsius Raj L.
Fr. Ubald M.
Fr. Vigin Bright L.
Fr. Vincent P.
Fr. Yesu Pravin B

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

35. Fr. Gnana Dhas S.
36. Fr. Gnana Roy N.
37. Fr. Gnana Sekaran J.
38. Fr. Golridge Jim J.
39. Fr. Hilarius V.
40. Fr. Jagan C.
41. Fr. Jelbarin M.
42. Fr. Jenish Kavin A.
43. Fr. Jenith Sekar J.
44. Fr. Jeremias G.
45. Fr. Jeya Chandra Ruban S.
46. Fr. John Bellarmin T
47. Fr. John Bosco J.
48. Fr. John Britto S.
49. Fr. John Britto T.
50. Fr. John Kennedy A.
51. Fr. John Nickson S.
52. Fr. John Sibi F.
53. Fr. Johnson S.P.
54. Fr. Jose J. Besk

(Duraiswammy)
55. Fr. Joseph Calins M.

67.
68.

69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.

KOTTAR NEWSLETTER 72025 SEPTEMBER



Ch - 241/25 August 18, 2025
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Important Days of September 2025

8th September 10th September

International Literacy Day World Suicide Prevention Day

15th September 16th September

International Day of Democracy World Ozone Day

28th September21st September
World Rivers DayInternational Day of Peace
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DICASTERY FOR DIVINE WORSHIP AND
THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SACRAMENTS

Prot. N. 283/24
DECREE

on the formulary and Biblical readings for the Mass for the Care of Creation
“Let Your works praise You, that we may love You; and let us love You, that

Your works may praise You (Augustine,Confessions,13,33;PL. 32)
The mystery of creation is the beginning of salvation history, which

culminates in Christ and from the mystery of Christ it receives definitive light; in
fact, by manifesting His goodness, “in the beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth” (Gen 1,1) God already from these origins had in mind the glory of the new
creation in Christ.

Sacred Scripture exhorts humankind to contemplate the mystery of creation
and to give endless thanks to the Holy Trinity for this sign of His benevolence, which,
like a precious treasure, is to be loved, cherished and simultaneously advanced, as
well as handed down from generation to generation.

At this time it is evident that the work of creation is seriously threatened
because of the irresponsible use and abuse of the goods God has endowed to our care
(cf.Laudato si' n. 2).

This is why it is considered appropriate to add a Mass formulary “pro
custodia creationis” to the Missae “pro variis necessitates vel ad diversa” of the
Roman Missal.

In the Eucharist “The world which came forth from God's hands returns to
him in blessed and undivided adoration: in the bread of the Eucharist, ‘creation is
projected towards divinization, towards the holy wedding feast, towards unification
with the Creator himself’(Benedict XYI, Homily for the Mass of Corpus Domini, 15
June 2006). Thus, the Eucharist is also a source of light and motivation for our
concerns for the environment, directing us to be stewards of all creation” (Laudato
si ’n. 236).

The Supreme Pontiff LEO XIV approved this formulary along with
appropriate biblical readings, drawn up in Latin and attached to this Decree, and
ordered that they be disseminated, and now the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments promulgates it and declares it to be the typical text.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.
From the Dicastery for the Divine Worship and the Discipline of the

Sacraments, 8 June 2025, Solemnity of Pentecost.
Arthur Card. Roche

Prefect
* Vittorio Francesco Viola, O.F.M.

Archbishop Secretary
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COORDINATION OF COMMISSIONS
Special Activities - July 2025

1. Commission for Laity (Ms. Marsalin Rajula K)

(Photo: Laity day celebrations, Erachakulam)

Special activities
The Diocesan Laity Day celebrations were held on the 12th at Erachakulam, presided
over by Bishop Nazarene Soosai. Around 220 people participated in the event. On
this occasion, educational assistance was distributed to the needy students.
During the month, around 30 training sessions were organized by various pious
associations on a wide range of themes, including Pilgrims of Hope, Called to
Witness, Addiction Awareness, Church in Today s World, Laity> in the Transformation
of the World, Aim of the Legion, Spirituality of Involvement, Journeying Together,
Presence of Maty, Mission of Our Times, Methods of Communication, An
Introduction to Vatican Council, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Inheriting the Values of the
Good Samaritan, Explaining the Welfare Schemes, History and Principles of CAS,
and Experiences of Field Work. A total of 1,123 participants took part and benefited
from these sessions.

2. Commission for Inter Faith (Mrs. Ansaline A.)



Special activities
Friendship Day was celebrated on the 30th at Bishop Agniswamy College of
Education, Muttom. The program aimed at raising awareness on the importance of
establishing friendship among students belonging to different religions.
On the 1st of July, Mr. Sulbikar conducted a training session on the topic “A Political
Representation of Muslims” at the Bishop’s House. A total of 28 participants,
including members from Christian fraternities and others, took part and benefited
from the session.
Diocesan level new executives were chosen, sharing the responsibilities among the
representatives of different religions.

3. Commission for Family (Mr. Alphonse Polycarph L.)

(Photo : Grandparents day Celebrations, Vedhanagar & Kottaram )

Special activities
On the 22nd, many parishes of the diocese joyfully celebrated Grandparents’ Day.
Special prayers and gatherings were organized to honour grandparents and to
highlight their vital role in passing on faith, values and family traditions to the
younger generations.
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The ongoing formative programme for the diocesan resource team was held on the
15th, providing members with further orientation and training to strengthen their
skills and commitment in their respective roles.
During the month, 14 training sessions were conducted across various parishes,
benefiting a total of 267 participants.
Special eye-care and anti-drug awareness camps were organized in different
parishes, creating awareness and supporting the health and well-being of the
faithful.
Charity assistance amounting to ?18,500 was distributed to poor families and
students during the month, extending support for their basic needs and educational
expenses.

4. Commission for Youth (Fr. Simon J.)

(Photo: YSM Quiz Competition at St. Joseph Matric School, Nagercoil )

Special activities
On the 11th, the Diocesan-level YSM Quiz Competition was organized at St. Joseph
Matriculation Higher Secondary School, Nagercoil. A total of 120 students
enthusiastically participated in the event, showcasing their knowledge and skills.
Youth groups at Annainagar, South Thamaraikulam and Mela Ramanputhur took a
pledge against human rights violations, affirming their commitment to uphold
dignity, justice, and respect for all.
Special training sessions were organized on topics such as Youth - Beacon of Hope
Today and Tomorrow, Youth as Leaders, AI Applications, Fundamental Laws and
Fundamental Rights, and Human Rights Violations. Youth groups from the vicariates
of Muttom, Colachel, Mela Ramanputhur, and Ettamadai actively participated and
benefited from these programmes.
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5. Commission for Social Communication (Fr. Gnana Dhas S.)

Special activities
A new Nanjil Natham stage program was developed and presented at Murasancode
and Kurumpanai, drawing the attention of the people and creating awareness
through cultural expression.
NN Live Telecast of feast masses at Erachakulam, Kurumpanai and Kovalam.
Participated in the planning session of Tamil Nadu Reginal Social Communication
Commission at Chennai.
Mass shooting and editing for Madha TV from Devasahayam Mount, Mela
Ramanputhoor parishes
Shooting and editing of “Aalayam Arivom Program” at Christu Nagar and Mathal.
Audio Recording of awareness drama for Thisayanvilai.
On school working days, our staff members are engaged in teaching extracurricular
activities across 4 CBSE schools, 3 Matriculation schools, and 2 Tamil medium
schools, thereby enriching the all-round formation of students.
On weekends, our staff members are conducting classes in Keyboard, Guitar, Violin,
Vocal, and Bharatanatyam at 3 parishes as well as at Nanjil Natham, fostering
cultural and artistic talents among the children and youth.
A training session was conducted for students of the Government College of Fine
Arts, Chennai, on the theme “Nucleus of Creativism” encouraging artistic
exploration and innovation by Fr. Belix.

6. Commission for De-addiction (Fr. Francis Xavier Nelson J)

(Photo : Training on Challenges for students, Nesamony Memorial College,
Marthandam)
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Special activities
The Convocation Ceremony of the Life Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course
was held on the 12th at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil. The event was presided over
by Bishop Nazarene Soosai, Mrs. Sakila Banu (DCPO), and Fr. Nelson. A total of
430 candidates successfully graduated and received their diplomas.
Fr. Nelson and his team conducted a series of training and awareness programmes
on diverse topics. These included Pastoral Understanding of Addictions at St. Paul’s
Seminary, Trichy, for 22 deacons; Emotions and Addictions at JMAADD, Carmel
School Campus, for 30 addicts; Commitment in the Teaching Profession at Annai
Vailankanni Engineering College, Kanyakumari, for 60 faculty members; and
Awareness on Drugs, Social Media, and Behaviours at Sacred Heart Higher
Secondary School, Kuzhithurai, benefiting 1,040 students. Altogether, 1,152
participants were enriched by these sessions.

7. Commission for Prison Ministry (Fr. Arul Eugene Roy)

Special activity
As part of outreach ministry, visits were made to the families of prisoners at
Arockiyapuram, Puthukkulam, and Anjugramam, offering them moral support and
encouragement in their difficult situations.
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8. Commission for Proclamation (Fr. S.P. Lawrence)

(Photo: Monthly retreat, Anathannagar)

Special activities
The monthly retreat was conducted on 17th at Anathannagar Parish, with 107 faithful
taking part in prayer, reflection, and spiritual renewal.
Evangelization Commissions were newly established at Puthugramam and Kanavur
parishes, strengthening the mission of proclaiming the Gospel and fostering faith at
the local level.
Special trainings were arranged on the themes of Prayer, Faith, Hope, Relationship
with God, Service with Love, and Love is God.A total of 237 people participated and
benefited from these spiritual enrichment programmes.

9. Commission for Children (Fr. Rudolf Sangith U.)

(Photo: Natural Resources Conservation Rally at Aral Arokiya Nagar)
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Special activities
Programmes, competitions, and rallies focusing on the conservation of natural
resources were organized at Aral Arokiyanagar, Puthukudieruppu, Punnainagar,
Enayamputhanthurai, Midalakkadu, Rajavoor, Vavathurai, Kanyakumari,
Devasahayam Mount, Nagercoil, Mela Ramanputhur, Azhickal, Illangadai, and
Christhu Nagar. A total of 396 children and animators actively participated in these
events, spreading awareness on the importance of protecting creation.
A food-sharing event was organized at Colachel, highlighting the values of
compassion, solidarity, and care for the needy within the community.
At Ramapuram, children as young evangelizers visited the elderly, spending time
with them and sharing words of faith and encouragement, bringing joy and comfort
to their lives.
A special training programme on painting was organized at Vattakarai, encouraging
creativity and developing artistic skills among the children.
Trainings were arranged on the themes Knowing about Kanyakumari District and
Conserving its Resources and Moral Teaching for Kids. A total of 163 children and
animators participated in these sessions, gaining both knowledge and values for daily
life.

10. Commission for Basic Christian Communities
(Fr. Sahaya Glacin H.)

(Photo: Interaction with BCC during pastoral visit, Pillaithope)

Special activities
Charity initiatives amounting to ?6,45,300 were carried out during the month,
extending significant support to poor families, students, and individuals in need.
Training was provided in six parishes to carry out the economic census, equipping
participants with the necessary skills to collect and record data effectively.
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Parish-level coordination visits were carried out in 32 parishes, strengthening
collaboration, encouraging active participation, and fostering unity in pastoral
activities.
In the parishes, BCC trainings were conducted on the themes Motivating Families
and Clarification of the Duties and Rights of Leaders. These sessions aimed to
strengthen family bonds and provide clarity for parish leaders in their roles.

11. Commission for Women (Mrs. Mary Indira A.)

Special activities
A new women’s group was formed in Arockiyapuram Parish, encouraging greater
participation of women in parish life and empowering them for leadership.
An amount of ?15,000 was distributed to those in need, including a poor student, an
elderly grandmother, and residents of an old age home, offering timely support and
care.
Trainings were organized on the topics Laity Special Conference. Second Vatican
council, Challenges of Parents, and Preparation of Washing Powder. A total of 119
women participated and benefited from these programmes.

12. Commission for Christian Life (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

(Photo: Catechetics lesson planning, Kanyakumari Vicariate)

Special activities
The Annual Day and Opening Ceremony of the School Catechetics and Moral
Education were held on the 23rd, presided over by Bishop Nazarene, with 246
participants.
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A Drug Awareness Program was conducted, followed by a signature campaign
against TASMAC at Siluvainagar.
Parents’ Catechism classes began in Chinnamuttom, Helen Nagar and
Keezhmanakudy parishes.
Catechetics Annual Day was celebrated in the parishes of Kovalam, Vaniyakudy, and
Kurumpanai.
New guidelines of diocesan Catechetics include increasing the number of male
teachers and scheduling one catechetics teacher as trainer during vicariate-level
meetings.
Trainings were conducted on topics including Bible classes, travelling on the right
path, drug detoxification, the sacraments, duties of catechists, lesson planning, lives
of the saints, Pope Leo, counselling and guidance, dealing with students, writing
liturgical notes, the meaning of liturgy, promotion of vocations, search for
spirituality, the divinity of the Eucharistic celebration, participation in the ministry
of God, the great pillars of the Church—St. Peter and St. Paul, and the ten questions
of Jesus today. A total of 687 participants attended.
Special training sessions on Catechetics lesson planning were organized for
catechetics teachers at the vicariate level: Muttom Vicariate on the 6th at Bishop
Agniswamy Educational College, Muttom, with 265 participants, and Kanyakumari
Vicariate on the 6th at Immaculate HSS, Kanyakumari, with 189 participants.

13. Commission for SC/ST (Fr. Jelbarin M.)

(Photo: Training on the productive use of cell phones, Colachel vicariate )

Special activities
On the 15th, the secretary, Fr.Jelbarin issued technical course scholarships of TNBC
to 9 students. A total of ^24,300 was granted, with each student receiving ^2,700.
Special training sessions were organized on the following topics: “Pros and Cons of
Cell Phones” by Colachel Vicariate Director Mrs. Ashmi, “History of Dalits and
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Dalit People Today” at the Animation Centre, “Parental Monitoring of Children” at
Muttom Vicariate, and “Importance of Education” at Kanyakumari Vicariate. A total
of 111 participants benefited.

14. Conference of Religious India (Sr. Chinnarani SCC)

«T~I
i

jr —
/<

Special activity
On the 5th, a session on “Community Life: Its Challenges and How to Handle” was
conducted by Sr. Madonna ICM at St. Joseph’s Convent, Nagercoil, with 120
participants.

15. Commission for Labour (Mr. Maria Sebastian Selvaraj)

Special activitiy
Participation was made in the National Labour Commission meeting held from 18—
20 July at Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai. Kottar Diocese received the Best Service Award.
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16. Commission for Education (Fr. John Benitto L.)

Special activities
The Education Fair 2025 was conducted on the 6th.
Trainings were conducted on the following topics: mental health misconceptions and
stigma among students, academic excellence and learning strategies, personal
growth and motivation, developing effective strategies for teaching physical skills,
planning for the future, building confidence and self-esteem, and the role of students
in environmental conservation. A total of 223 students benefited.

17. Commission for Counselling (Fr. Felix Alexander S.)

Special activities
Trainings were conducted on the following topics: “Alcohol and Drug Addictions”
by Mr. Ramesh (29 participants), “Media Addiction” by Mr. Annie (31 participants),
and “Psychology of Catechetics” by Fr. Felix Alexander (18 participants).

18. Commission for Ecumenism (Mr. Micheal Sigamony D.)

(Photo: Jubilee Year training)

Special activities
A training session on the topic “Jubilee Year” was conducted by Fr. Curuz Carmel,
with 18 participants.
New executive members were elected in Alanchy Vicariate.

Report by
Fr. Edmond A.,

Coordinator of Commissions
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KOTTAR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY (KSSS)
Monthly Report

1. Children’s development and Family strengthening
Activity

Date Place Activity Participants
Thirunainarkurichi WCPE Formation05.07.2025 9

05.07.2025 Siluvainager Drug Awareness 35
Vethanager KaakumKarangal06.07.2025 8
Mulloorthurai WCPE Formation06.07.2025 11
Aruguvilai AnbiyaOrunginayatn13.07.2025 27
Thellanthi20.07.2025 Drug Awareness 24

20.07.2025 Vavathurai AnbiyaOrunginayam 35
July 2025 All Villages Family visit, Donar visit,

Champion Visit, Parish leaders
visit, Parish priest visit

125

2. Fr. James Tombuer mobile Palliative Care
No of PatientsDate Place

Kanniyakumari18.07.2025 5
Vavathurai18.07.2025 3
Annai Nager25.07.2025 5
Pallam25.07.2025 2

28.07.2025 Kovalam 7
Kanniyakumari30.07.2025 6

Total 28

3. GilleMarine products and Skill development programme
ActivityDate Place Participants

01 to 3rd

August
Parakkai-
Dr.J.Jeyalalitha
fisheries college

Ornamental fish culture
training program

9

Muttom Harbour Floating Plastics
Collection from the Ocean

15-07-2025 12

Muttom Beach Coastline Cleaning and
Restoration movements

19.07.2025 80
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9. (SarnlLrrnjj CSarreuLSlraj
Training

Topic ParticipantsDate Place
08/07/2025 Nagercoil District Federation Meeting 60
08/07/2025 Kanyakumari Financial Literacy 20

09/07/2025 Rajakamangalamthurai Cyber Security 30
10/07/2025 Kil-Midalam Posco Act 20
11/07/2025 Vedhanager Gender Equality 30

14/07/2025 Health and hygiene 40Muttom
15/07/2025 Kurumpanai Financial Literacy 40

16/07/2025 Erumpili Cyber Security 20
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17/07/2025 Anjukutuvilai and
Pcriyarnagcr

Cyber Security 40

18/07/2025 Puthenthurai Gender Equality 35
21/07/2025 Mel -Manakudy Financial Literacy 50
22/07/2025 Kesavanputhenthurai Posco Act 20

23/07/2025 Puthoor Cyber Security 40
24/07/2025 Maramady Financial Literacy 40
25/07/2025 Infant Jesus Nager

(Colachel)
Posco Act 40

Activities

Activity ParticipantsDate Place
09/07/2025 Ramanthurai The Ramanthurai Kolping

members supported two children
with their College Admissions.

10

10/07/2025 The Sahayapuram Kolping
Members donated Rs.4500/- to
the Sahayapuram Old Age Home
to Sponsor lunch for a day.

Sahayapuram 25

13/07/2025 Ettamadai The Eattamadai Kolping
Members has generously donated
Rs.3000/- worth of essential
educational materials, notebooks,
school bags, to support the
education of two children

20

15/07/2025 Alanchy The Alanchy Kolping Members
made a donation of Rs.5000/- to
support the education of 5 poor
students, providing items as
notebooks, uniforms, and bags.

15

22/07/2025 Puthukudiyiruppu The Puthukkudiyirupu Kolping
Members have donated of
Rs. l 500/-to
education of one child.

15

thesupport

Fr. T. Penno Raj
Executive Director,

Kottar Social Sennce Society.
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DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS
Martyr Devasahayam

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025
Communication Sunday

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025
Carried Forward 1,41,929Carried Forward

Ottayalkudy (2018)
Thangapattanam (2018)
Seethapal (2018)
Seethapal (2021)
Seethapal (2022)
Seethapal (2023)
Nagercoil (2018)
Nagercoil (2019)
Nagercoil (2020)
Nagercoil (2022)
Vellamadam (2020)
Vellamadam (2021)

5,99,836
Kil Asaripallam
Asaripallam
Enayam Puthenthurai
Thadikarankonam
Chinna Muttom
Maravankudieruppu
Thittuvilai
Mangalakuntu
Ramanthurai
Ramapuram
Christu Nagar
Manavilai
Nesavalar Veethi
Aruguvilai (2024)
Aruguvilai (2025)
Parvathipuram
Periakadu
Anandhan Nagar
Kottaram
Ottayalkudy
Meenachipuram
Ritapuram
Sadayal Puthoor
Konam
Pallavilai
Amaravathivilai
Elankadai
Thenganputhoor
Puthukudieruppu
Seethapal (2018)
Seethapal (2019)
Seethapal (2023)
Seethapal (2024)

4,450400
750200

17,846400
5,135400
3,590320
3,150660
2,0361,000
8,1001,000
7,1471,000
5,5001,000

20,540200
3,600200
2,500Total 6,06,616

600Holy Childhood
From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025 720

8,000Carried Forward
Aruguvilai
Puthoor
Puthukudieruppu
Thengapattanam (2022)
Seethapal (2018)
Seethapal (2021)
Seethapal (2022)
Seethapal (2023)
Seethapal (2025)
Nagercoil (2018)
Nagercoil (2019)
Nagercoil (2022)
Nagercoil (2025)
Vallamadam (2021)
Erachakulam

2,85,016
4,432600
4,6853,132
2,475

5,060 1,300
250 1,807
410 9,200
360 6,600
410 6,514
320 4,144
675 1,410

1,000 2,690
1,000 1,310
1,000 6,136
1,000 330

200 360
480 410

Total 3,00,913 880
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Seethapal (2025)
Ponnappa Nadar Colony
Sahayagiri
Erachakulam

670 Nagercoil
Vattakarai
Enayam Puthenthurai
Periavilai
Rajakkamangalamthurai
Kottaram
Kurusady
Thellanthi
Erachakulam
Krishnankoil
Helen Nagar
Asaripallam
Kil Asaripallam
Vellamadam
Pallavilai
Periakadu
Kalimar
Anandhan Nagar
Meenachipuram
Simon Colony
Total

11,337
8,410 8,956

370 19,732
11,880
11,998

1,617
Total 3,01,343

Bible Sunday
From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025

3,447
20,070

Carried Forward 4,83,747 1,185
600Aruguvilai

Ottayalkudy (2017)
Puthukudieruppu
Seethapal (2017)
Seethapal (2018)
Seethapal (2019)
Seethapal (2020)
Seethapal (2022)
Seethapal (2024)
Thengapattanam (2022)
Nagercoil (2017)

Vellamadam (2020)

2,280
300 1,425

4,478 1,000
340 780
324 4,200
380 2,058
410 3,116
310 4,601
850 4,855
300 5,000

1,000 1,125
200 6,790

Total 4,93,239 1,68,888
Communio India

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025
Holy Land

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025
Nagercoil
Vellamadam
Total

1,000 Carried Forward
Puthukudieruppu
Seethapal (2021)
Seethapal (2024)
Seethapal (2025)

29,45,141
17,485200

1,200 600
Prision Ministry

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025 610
650Thengapattanam (2022)

Seethapal (2018)
Seethapal (2022)
Seethapal (2023)
N.G.O. Colony
Mela Ramanputhoor
Sahayapuram
Sahayagiri
Keezha Kattuvilai

250 Total 29,64,486365 Delhi Relief
From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025660

880 Vellamadam 200
8,400 Anandhan nagar

Total
1,000

20,050 1,200
5,898 Mission Sunday

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025330
2,400 Puthukudieruppu 6,137

Thalavaipuram 3,820
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Seethapal 610 Mr. Joseph Aldrin, B/o Fr. John Sibi,
HighGround, Kanyakumari
A. Berchmans Raj, Nagercoil
Our Lady of Snows Besilica,
Thoothukudi

12,000Total 6,747
9,000Seminary Fund

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025
10,000Mrs Mary Emily Prema, Kil Asaripallam 500

Mr. Nicolas, Kil Asaripallam
Kovalam

Mr. Dhason D'Costa & Family,
Pillaithope
Pillaithope
(Pastoral Visit Collection)
Servite Provincialate, Palayankottai 10,000
Konam
Mr. Germanuse, Vattakarai
Mr. Rayar, Vattakarai
All Saints Higher Secondery School,
Muttom
Maravankudieruppu
Mrs. Christin mary, Kil Manakudy
(June & July)
Mr. Astin, Pornet, Chinnavilai
Mrs. Pushpam, Kil Asaripallam 2,000
Mr. Nicolas, Kil Asaripallam
Sithan Thoppu
Kesavan Puthenthurai
Total

2,000
10,00010,000

10,000Kurumpanai
Mr. S. Joe, Kanyakumari
S. Arul Mary, Enayam Puthenthurai 1,000
T. Margrat mary, Kandenvilai
J. Charles Victoriyal , Nagercoil 1,000
B. Vimala, Carmel Nagar
S. Lilly, Seethapal
C. Selvarani, Enayam
K. Micheal Ammal. Keezha Kattuvilai 1,000
K. Marsalin Rajula,
South Thamaraikulam
A. Chinna Rani,
North Ramanathichanputhoor
Mr. Maria Thatheuse, Ritapuram 5,000
Mr. Francis, Ritapuram
Mrs. Malgiya and Godwin, Ritapuram 10,000
Mr. Maria Sornam, Kottar
Mrs. Anthoniammal Vimala, Nagercoil 3,000
Mr. Weslin, Muttom
Mr. Darney Tressline, Thalavaipuram 4,000
Archdiocese of Madurai
Mrs. Sudha, Kanyakumari
Mr. Anshanth, Kanyakumari
Superiarand Sisters, Mea lllam,
Pillaithope
Mrs. Ayneese, Kurusady
Mrs. Maria Celin Jerold,
Kil Asaripallam
Mrs. Catharinal Joseph,
Kil Asaripallam
Mrs. Melodius Christopher,
Nagercoil Parish

98,0961,000

10,0001,000
1,000
1,0001,000

1,000 10,000
25,0001,000

1,000
1,000 5,000

1,000 2,000
10,000
10,000

3,42,596

10,000

1,000 Cumulated Masses
From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 2025

6,000 Saral (June)
Alanchy (May)
Alanchy (June)
Manakudy (June)
Kottilpadu (June)
Kottilpadu (July)
Ritapuram (June)
Parvathipuram
Alanchy (July)
Kil Asaripallam
Puthoor

6,000
11,700

15,000 4,400
2,000 3,000

10,000 1,400
1,2005,000
1,6001,000
1,500
3,4001,000

10,300
6,3001,000

Vadasery
N.G.O. Colony

1,300
10,000 4,300
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Vattakarai
Kanyakumari
Fr. Maria Gladston
Kurusady (June)
Kurusady (July)
Vetha Nagar
Vavathurai
Kalimar
Rajavoor
Colachel
Siman Colony
Saral (July)
Nagercoil
Kurumpanai
Kadiapattanam
Enayam Puthenthurai (June )
Enayam Puthenthurai (July )
Kesavan Puthenthurai
Enayam
Mela Ramanputhoor
Kottar
Periakadu (June & July)
Thalavaipuram
Carmel Nagar (June & July)
Maravankudieruppu
Mangalakuntu
Kil Manakudy (May & June)
Punnai Nagar

13,000
20,000

Fr. John Benitto
Thamaraikulam
Total

600
5,400

500 3,95,000
3,100 Parish Contribution

From July 21, 2025 to August 20, 20252,400
Thadikarankonam 13,000

85,000
12,000
70,000
25,000
40,000
10,000
35,000
45,000
60,000
50,000
22,000
50,000
20,000
75,000

1,800
Kurumpanai
Ottayalkudy (Saral)
Maravankudieruppu
South Ramanathichanputhoor
Kesavanputhenthurai
Thazhayamkonam
Manavilai
Konam
Puthukudieruppu
Vavathurai
Thengapattanam
Ponnappa Nadar Colony
Seethapal
Rajakkamangalamthurai
Sahayagiri (Mangalakuntu)
Thellanthi (Seethapal)
Krishnankoil (Vadasery)
Anandhan Nagar
Total

700
500

1,78,800
16,100

2,000
3,200
9,300
1,400
7,500
2,000
3,000
5,900
1,900
5,100

8,00015,400
18,300 7,000

9,5001,800
20,000

6,56,500
5,500
3,000
3,800 From

Fr. J. Francis Xavier
Financial Administrator

4,500
2,100

KOTTAR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
HUNGER AND DISEASE - 2024

SI No Parish Name Amount
Carried forward 14,64,149

1 Puthoor 14,217
Total 14,78,366
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DIOCESAN CHRONICLES
AUGUST 2025

02 Bishop graced the Inter-School Smart Exhibition event at St. Joseph's
Matriculation School, Bishop's House campus.

Bishop concelebrated the Holy Mass for the Installation of the new
Archbishop Most Rev.Antonysamy Savarimuthu at Madurai.

03 Pastoral Visit held at Pillaithope parish.
Bishop celebrated the Feast Mass at OLS Basilica, Tuticorin.
Bishop participated in the Jubilarians' & New Priests' Day celebration
at theAnimation Centre.

05

06 Bishop laid the Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony for the new
Nursing College at Puthalam, offering prayers to mark this significant
milestone.

Bishop chaired the School Management Committee Meeting at St.
Mary's CBSE School,Amanattantheri.

08 Bishop celebrated the Feast Mass at Konam.

Bishop presided over theVesper Service at Maravankudieruppu.09

11 Bishop celebrated the Feast Mass atAdoration Chapel.

Bishop chaired the Senate meeting at the Bishop's House.12

14 Bishop presided over the Ordination Mass at Chennai.

15 Bishop blessed the new church dedicated to St. Antony at
Kaniyakulam, Kottar.

Bishop chaired the Self-Reliance Meeting at the Bishop's House.
Bishop celebrated the Feast Mass at Chithanthope.

16

17 Bishop celebrated the Feast Mass at Kesavan Puthenthurai.

Bishop chaired the Finance Committee Meeting at the Bishop's
House.

23

25 Bishop presided over the Board Meeting of Nursing College at the
Bishop's House.
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Bishop's Programme - September 2025
ProgramDate Time Place

Aug 30 -
Sep 24

Abroad

26 18.30 Mela - Ramanputhur Flag Hoisting
27 15.00 Bishop's House Finance Committee

Meeting

28 Kodimunai Pastoral Visit
30 Trichy Diocesan Commission

Coordinators workshop

Pope Leo XIVs 2026 World Day of
Peace Theme: "Peace Be With You All"

The Vatican has announced the theme for the
2026 World Day of Peace: “Peace be with you all:
Towards an 'unarmed and disarming' peace.” Set to be
celebrated on January 1, the theme reflects Pope Leo
XIV's ongoing call for a peace rooted not in fear or
force, but in love, justice, and mutual trust.

The phrase “unarmed and disarming,”
frequently used by the Pope since his election on May
8, 2025, urges humanity to reject violence and embrace
a new approach to peacemaking—one that opens
hearts and fosters reconciliation. A Vatican statement emphasized that true
peace must be lived, not just preached, through choices that reject visible and
systemic violence.

The theme is inclusive, echoing Christ's words, “Peace be with you”
(John 20:19), as a universal call to all people—believers and non-believers
alike—to work for a more humane future.

Coinciding with the theme's release, the Vatican Publishing House has
launched a new book titled “And Let There Be Peace! Words to the Church and
the World”, highlighting the Pope's priorities: the primacy of God, Church
communion, and the pursuit of peace.
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Greetings and Prayers
September - 2025

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR FATHERS
Fr. George Vincent W.
Fr. Antony Jayakodi D.
Fr. Ravi Godson Kennedy S. 02.09.1976
Fr. Francis Xavier Nelson J 07.09.1962
Fr. Arul Eugene Roy L.
Fr. John Britto T.
Fr. Michael Einstein S.
Fr. Anbin Devasahayam S. 25.09.1987
Fr. Michael RajA.S.
Fr. Michael Angelus L
Fr. Jacob Aslin A.

02.09.1950
02.09.1978

10.09.1972
15.09.1995
23.09.1989

Fr. Vincent Edwin R.
Fr. Amalraj V.
Fr. Kingsly Shaju S.

28.09.1980
29.09.1980
29.09.1987

26.09.1947
26.09.1963
26.09.1991

HAPPY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY
06.09.2014
06.09.2014
06.09.2014

Fr. Joseph Zail Singh W. 06.09.2014
Fr. Ravi Godson Kennedy S. 06.09.2014

06.09.2014
06.09.2014

Fr. Benjamin L.
Fr. John Benitto L
Fr. Jelbarin M.

Fr. Simon R.
Fr. Sahaya Prabhu S.

NECROLOGY Fr. George V.M.
Fr. Gabriel A.
Fr. Athanasius E. Retnasamy 17.09.1998
Fr. Antony Muthu M.
Fr. Stephen V.J.
Fr. Pius Morris

03.09.2004
04.09.2014

20.09.1997
21.09.1994
27.09.1964

LET US REMEMBER OUR DECEASED PRIESTS!
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INTERNATIONAL DRUG AWARENESS DAY
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JUBILARIANS' DAY & NEW PRIESTS' DAY - 05.08.2025
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