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Bishop's Message

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,
Greetings of the Season of Lent!

[ am sure most of you would have already gone through
the Message of Pope Leo for Lent this year on the theme
'Listening and Fasting: Lent as a Time of Conversion.'
Beginning his message by reminding us what Lent truly is:
a sacred time in which the Church, with maternal care, invites us

to place the mystery of God back at the centre of our lives. Amid anxieties
and distractions of daily life, Lent becomes a season of renewal, a God-
given time to return to the Lord and rediscover the heart of our faith. Every
genuine path towards conversion, the Holy Father notes, begins by allowing
the Word of God to touch our hearts and transform us.

From this foundation, he highlights three essential dimensions of our
Lenten journey, viz. listening, fasting and (walking) together. Listening is
the first act of relationship. God himselfreveals that He is one who hears the
cry of the oppressed (cf. Ex 3:7) which is the beginning of the story of
liberation. The Pope says that even today God shares with us what is in his
heart. In a world flooded with competing voices, Lent calls us to cultivate
interior silence so that we may hear the Word of God, recognize and respond
to “the cry of those who are anguished and suffering” with compassion and
responsibility.

Secondly, fasting, in turn, prepares our hearts to receive that Word. It is not
merely an external discipline but a way of ordering our desires. In a culture
of consumerism and instant gratification, fasting becomes a prophetic sign.
It helps us rediscover what truly nourishes us and keeps alive our hunger
and thirst for justice. The Pope also proposes a very practical form of fasting
for our times like “refraining from words that offend and hurt our neighbor”
and “avoiding harsh words and rash judgement, refraining from slander and
speaking ill of those who are not present and cannot defend themselves.”
Instead, he encourages us “to measure our words and cultivate kindness and
respect in our families, among our friends, at work, on social media, in
political debates, in the media and in Christian communities.” This form of
fasting in our families, presbyteries, parish councils, social media and
public life can transform relationships and build communion.

Thirdly, Lent is not a solitary effort; rather, it is a shared journey undertaken
together. Drawing from the biblical image of the Israelites gathering to hear
the Law and fast as one community, the Holy Father reminds us that our
parishes, families, anpiams and religious communities should become
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spaces of “listening to the word of God, as well as to the cry of the poor and
of'the earth.” Conversion touches not only personal conscience but also the
quality of our relationships and our communal witness. As priests, religious
and lay faithful, may we embrace this holy season of Lent with renewed
seriousness and hope, so that our communities may become places where
God's voice is heard and the cry of the suffering finds a compassionate
response.

From January 1 this year, we have set ourselves on the path of concretely
implementing the decisions and recommendations of the Diocesan Synod
2024 in different phases across our parishes and administrative bodies.
What we prayerfully discerned together through prayer and dialogue as the
diocesan community from Nov 1, 2023 to Nov 15, 16 and 17,2024 has now
entered the stage of lived practice. Meanwhile, the formation of facilitation
teams at the diocesan and vicariate levels shows our serious commitment to
guide, accompany and animate this process in a spirit of collaboration and
responsibility.

I come to know that there are difficulties faced right at the beginning of the
implementation of the decisions and recommendations in some of our
parishes. We are aware that as with any meaningful renewal, there may be
initial challenges, resistance and even setbacks. And that's also quite
natural. But these should not in any way discourage us. Yet, if we persevere
with transparency, dedication and fidelity to the Synod's vision, the fruits
will surely emerge in God's time. This journey, at the same time, calls for a
wholehearted cooperation of all the priests, religious and faithful of our
diocese. Together, with patience, honesty, and integrity, let us faithfully
implement the Synod's decisions for the greater good of our diocese.

The students of Standards X and XII of our schools, along with other
students of the State, who are appearing for their public examinations this
month are in our special thoughts and prayers. This is an important
milestone in their academic journey, and we appreciate their hard work,
commitment and perseverance. We wholeheartedly wish them every
success in their examinations. May God bless them abundantly with
wisdom, clarity and confidence throughout this time of their examinations!
May the loving protection of Mother Mary be with them, guiding and
strengthening them each day! May they also be assured of our constant
prayers and wholehearted support!

In the mind of Christ,
Sd/-
+ Nazarene Soosai (Bishop of Kottar)
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From the Chancellor’s office
Appointments - January & February 2026
SI.No. Name Designation W.e.f
1. Fr. Lawrence S. P. Priest-in-charge, Kottaram January
29, 2026
2. Fr. Berchmans Michael | Priest-in-charge, Mela Peruvilai February
Kenet F. 06, 2026
3. Fr. Leon Henson S. Director — Devasahayam Spirituality | February
Movement 01, 2026
4, Fr. Lord M. Winner CMF | Project Director — Construction of | February
the Shrine of St. Devasahayam 01, 2026

Fr. G. Maria Gladston
Chancellor, Diocese of Kottar
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No.C.03/2026 04.02.2026

MONTHLY CLERGY RECOLLECTION

Dear Reverend Fathers,

I cordially invite you to attend the Monthly Clergy
Recollection and the General Body Meeting of Priests, to be held on
Tuesday, 17 February 2026, at the Bishop Arokiasamy Animation
Centre, Nagercoil.

As we stand on the threshold of the holy season of Lent, this
gathering offers us a providential opportunity to pause, pray and
renew ourselves inwardly. United in prayer, reflection and fraternity,
may we prepare our hearts to enter the Lenten journey with renewed
faith, deeper conversion and a willing embrace of the Cross of Christ.

I earnestly request all of you to make it a priority to be present
and to participate actively in this meaningful time of recollection,
communion and fraternal renewal

SCHEDULE

10:30a.m. — Coffee
11:00a.m. — Recollection Talk followed by Eucharistic Adoration
1:00 p.m. Lunch

2:00p.m. — General Body Meeting
4:.00p.m. — Tea

In the mind of Christ,
Sd/-

+ Nazarene Soosai
Bishop of Kottar
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Message of the Holy Father Leo XIV

for Lent 2026, 13.02.2026

The following is the text of the Message of the Holy Father Leo XIV for
Lent 2026, on the theme: “Listening and Fasting: Lent as a Time of
Conversion”.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Lent is a time in which the Church, guided by a sense of maternal
care, invites us to place the mystery of God back in the center of our lives, in
order to find renewal in our faith and keep our hearts from being consumed
by the anxieties and distractions of daily life.

Every path towards conversion begins by allowing the word of God
to touch our hearts and welcoming it with a docile spirit. There is a
relationship between the word, our acceptance of it and the transformation it
brings about. For this reason, the Lenten journey is a welcome opportunity
to heed the voice of the Lord and renew our commitment to following
Christ, accompanying him on the road to Jerusalem, where the mystery of
his passion, death and resurrection will be fulfilled.

Listening

This year, I would first like to consider the importance of making
room for the word through listening. The willingness to listen is the first
way we demonstrate our desire to enter into relationship with someone.

In revealing himself to Moses in the burning bush, God himself
teaches us that listening is one of his defining characteristics: “I have
observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry”
(Ex 3:7). Hearing the cry of the oppressed is the beginning of a story of
liberation in which the Lord calls Moses, sending him to open a path of
salvation for his children who have been reduced to slavery.

Our God is one who seeks to involve us. Even today he shares with
us what is in his heart. Because of this, listening to the word in the liturgy
teaches us to listen to the truth of reality. In the midst of the many voices
present in our personal lives and in society, Sacred Scripture helps us to
recognize and respond to the cry of those who are anguished and suffering.
In order to foster this inner openness to listening, we must allow God to
teach us how to listen as he does. We must recognize that “the condition of
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the poor is a cry that, throughout human history, constantly challenges our
lives, societies, political and economic systems, and, not least, the
Church.”[1]

Fasting

If Lent is a time for listening, fasting is a concrete way to prepare
ourselves to receive the word of God. Abstaining from food is an ancient
ascetic practice that is essential on the path of conversion. Precisely because
it involves the body, fasting makes it easier to recognize what we “hunger”
for and what we deem necessary for our sustenance. Moreover, it helps us to
identify and order our “appetites,” keeping our hunger and thirst for justice
alive and freeing us from complacency. Thus, it teaches us to pray and act
responsibly towards our neighbour.

With spiritual insight, Saint Augustine helps us to understand the
tension between the present moment and the future fulfilment that
characterizes this custody of the heart. He observes that: “In the course of
earthly life, it is incumbent upon men and women to hunger and thirst for
justice, but to be satisfied belongs to the next life. Angels are satisfied with
this bread, this food. The human race, on the other hand, hungers for it; we
are all drawn to it in our desire. This reaching out in desire expands the soul
and increases its capacity.”[2] Understood in this way, fasting not only
permits us to govern our desire, purifying it and making it freer, but also to
expand it, so that it is directed towards God and doing good.

However, in order to practice fasting in accordance with its
evangelical character and avoid the temptation that leads to pride, it must be
lived in faith and humility. It must be grounded in communion with the
Lord, because “those who are unable to nourish themselves with the word of
God do not fast properly.”[3] As a visible sign of our inner commitment to
turn away from sin and evil with the help of grace, fasting must also include
other forms of self-denial aimed at helping us to acquire a more sober
lifestyle, since “austerity alone makes the Christian life strong and
authentic.”[4]

In this regard, I would like to invite you to a very practical and
frequently unappreciated form of abstinence: that of refraining from words
that offend and hurt our neighbor. Let us begin by disarming our language,
avoiding harsh words and rash judgement, refraining from slander and
speaking ill of those who are not present and cannot defend themselves.
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Instead, let us strive to measure our words and cultivate kindness and
respect in our families, among our friends, at work, on social media, in
political debates, in the media and in Christian communities. In this way,
words of hatred will give way to words of hope and peace.

Together

Finally, Lent emphasizes the communal aspect of listening to the
word and fasting. The Bible itself underlines this dimension in multiple
ways. For example, the Book of Nehemiah recounts how the people
gathered to listen to the public reading of the Law, preparing to profess their
faith and worship through fasting, so as to renew the covenant with God
(cf.9:1-3).

Likewise, our parishes, families, ecclesial groups and religious
communities are called to undertake a shared journey during Lent, in which
listening to the word of God, as well as to the cry of the poor and of the earth,
becomes part of our community life, and fasting a foundation for sincere
repentance. In this context, conversion refers not only to one's conscience,
but also to the quality of our relationships and dialogue. It means allowing
ourselves to be challenged by reality and recognizing what truly guides our
desires — both within our ecclesial communities and as regards humanity's
thirst for justice and reconciliation.

Dear friends, let us ask for the grace of a Lent that leads us to greater
attentiveness to God and to the least among us. Let us ask for the strength
that comes from the type of fasting that also extends to our use of language,
so that hurtful words may diminish and give way to a greater space for the
voice of others. Let us strive to make our communities places where the cry
of those who suffer finds welcome, and listening opens paths towards
liberation, making us ready and eager to contribute to building a civilization
oflove.

I impart my heartfelt blessing upon all of you and your Lenten
journey.

From the Vatican, 5 February 2026, Memorial of Saint Agatha,
Virgin and Martyr

LEOPP. X1V
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COORDINATION OF COMMISSIONS

Special Activities - January 2026

Special Event: Commissions’ joint celebration of Pongal

Lo

(Photo: Pongal celebration, Xavier Pastoral Centre campus)

Highlights of Pongal celebration:

I It is an initiative since the last year to foster the relationship and
networking among the executives of various commissions.

I This year, the event was well coordinated by the Commission for
Christian Life. Sincere thanks and appreciation to Fr. JJ Henson and his
team for the wonderful gesture of solidarity.

I The event was marked by traditional games, dances and joyful sharing of
Pongal.

1. Basic Christian Communities (Fr. Sahaya Glacin H.)
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(Photos: BCC Annual Assembly 2026)

Special activities of BCC

BCC month Celebration:

o Anbiyam month was celebrated in parish, vicariate & diocesan levels.

o A diocesan level quiz competition was organized on ‘Dilexi Te’ the first
Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Leo in order to disseminate it in the grass
root level. 563 people participated.

Highlights of Annual Assembly:

o Established mini-Libraries in 12 Substations.

o  Charity helps were distributed to the poor.

o Social awareness song through QR code scanning is introduced in
Adithalam (Kottar BCC official Magazine) in order to foster the social
consciousness during BCC weekly gatherings. From now on every
edition of  Adithalam will carry QR codes which will direct people to
the social awareness song for the respective week.

o You tube channel was launched.

Vicariate Level Activities : Trainings were conducted at Vicariate Levels on
the following Topics: Dilexi te, Journey with Jesus, Leadership and Sharing
the responsibilities, Relationship building, Lenten Action plans, The
Kingdom of God in the rise of the poor.

Parish level Trainings

o Training sessions were conducted on topics like People Leadership, The
rise of the poor, The goal of BCC and strategies to be effective, Drug
Addiction, Natural Products, Understanding BCC & BCC from a
Biblical perspective.

Charity Assistance: A total of 12,50,330 (Parish Level), %6,50,000
(Diocesan Level), was provided to support the poor, the sick, students, and
others in need, ensuring timely assistance for those facing financial and social
challenges.

Parish BCC Coordination Visits : Parish BCC Coordination were visited to
strengthen collaboration, encourage active participation, and foster unity in
various pastoral activities, enhancing the effectiveness of parish programs and
overall community engagement.
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2. Commission for Ecumenism (Mr. Micheal Sigamony D.)

: y
(Photo: Unity Octave 2026, CSI church, Ramavarmapuram)

Special activity

I On 25th January, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was observed at
the CSI Church, Ramavarmapuram, in collaboration with the ecumenical
groups of Kanyakumari District. Bishop Nazarene presided over the
event.

I The gathering reflected the true spirit of Christian fellowship, bringing
together members from various denominations to pray for unity and
mutual understanding.

3. Commission for Social Communication (Fr. Gnana Dhas S.)

Special activities

Stage Programmes & Initiatives:

I Stage programmes were performed in the following 12 places:
Devasahayam Mount, Puthukudiyuruppu, Kumari Thiruvizha at St.
Xavier’s College, Kuttamavu, Singamparai, Kesavanputhenthurai,
Kattuvilai, Ganapathinagar, Kattimancodu, Animation Centre, Vadasery
Bus Stand and Muttom.

I Various competitions held at St. John's College, Ammandivilai, St.
Mary’s CBSE School, Mathicode, and in Mulagumoodu were evaluated
by the Nanjil Natham trainers.

Pongal Celebrations:

I Pongal intercultural program was held with people from Abroad at
Kalari.

I  Pongal celebration was conducted at the Kalari Campus, jointly
organized by both the Kalari Folk Cultural Center and the Art and
Heritage Center.

Art Retreat & Art Therapy

I Spiritual Art Retreat “Awakening the inner self” and Art therapy sessions
were conducted by Fr. Sahaya Belix to help inmates express their
emotions and achieve mental relaxation through art.
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New Releases, Recordings and Shootings

I Live Telecast: Special mass of solemn declaration of Martyr St.
Devasahayam as Patron saint of the Laity in India, feast masses of
Kil-manakudi and Pozhikarai were telecasted.

I New devotional song “smppmg weneoulBsvo” written by Bishop Nazarene
and composed by Fr. John Rufus was released by our Apostolic Nuncio
Leopoldo Girelli at Devasahayam Mount.

I Mass for Madha TV was recorded at Mela Ramanputhoor and telecasted
on 24" January.

4. Commission for Proclamation (Fr. S.P. Lawrence)

Special activities

Counselling Training for members:
A counselling training was conducted on 20" January at Xavier Hall for
members of the Commission.

Charity and Pastoral Care Activities

During the month, charitable assistance amounting to 337,000 was given to
poor families, students and patients in need of medical care. Along with this
support, commission members visited the sick, offering comfort, prayerful
presence, and encouragement to those facing illness and health challenges.

Spiritual Enrichment Training Programmes

Special training sessions were conducted on themes such as Behold the Lamb
of God, God'’s sovereign over human kingdoms, The Lord who answers prayer
and God — a proper Guide. A total of 222 participants took part in these
sessions and were spiritually enriched through deeper faith understanding and
reflection.

House Visits 280
Visits to Sick People 175
Hospital Visits 65
Counseling Sessions 25
Visits to Cancer Patients 8

5. Commission for Counseling (Fr. Felix Alexander S.)

- ; - S o v f
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(Photos: Training sessions)

Special activities

I A training on How to Take care of Dementia affected people at
home was conducted by Dr. Monika Lazer benefiting Caretakers of
Dementia Patients.

I Positive Parenting Training was conducted by Sr. Rosary, benefiting
Counselling Ministry Members.

6. Commission for Education (Fr. John Benitto L)
i = | H =

|

(Photo: Exam Guidance Programme)

Special activities

Training Sessions

(¢]

(0]

On 11% January, a session on Carrier Guidance was conducted by Sr.
Bethany, benefiting 42 Aspirants.

On 17" January, a session on Empowering teachers was conducted by Fr.
John Benito, benefiting 18  Teachers.

A training programme for TET aspirants was organised at the Muttom
Vicariate Centre, benefiting 11 aspirants.

Excell in +2 Exam Tips and Tricks Programme in various schools:

(¢]

An Exam Guidance programme “Excell in +2 Exam Tips & Tricks” on
higher education was conducted by Dr. Joseph Jawher in various schools
at Pallam, Mangalakuntru, Kurumpanai, Colachel, Kanyakumari, Christu
Nagar, Asaripallam, Nagercoil, Kurusady Schools, benefiting 960
Students.

14
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7. Commission for Ecology (Fr. Curusu Carmel Y.)

Special activities
o Fr. Y. Curusu Carmel visited Alanchy, Colachel Vicariate Directors &
Ritapuram, Chinnavilai, Kanavoor Parishes to discuss about Ecological
activities in the Vicariate and Parish Levels.
o Orientation talk on the importance of Nature was given to the members
of Bible & Catechism Commissions of Colachel Vicariate.

8. Conference of Religious India (Sr. Chinnarani SCC)

Special activities

Visit to Sentharai Parish:

Two by two, the sisters visited families, listening attentively to their struggles
and faith experiences. In each home, they prayed together, reflecting on the
Word of God. On Sunday, after the Holy Mass, they taught Bible action
songs to the children. They also offered counselling and spiritual support to
members of families who were experiencing depression and distress. Nine
Sisters of the Holy Cross stayed in one of the parishioners’ houses during
their mission.

9. Commission for Labour (Mr. Maria Sebastian Selvaraj)

(Photo: Certificates distribution of Training on Tailoring)
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Special activities

Tailoring Training: The tailoring training program conducted at
Thalavaipuram Parish concluded successfully. Certificates were distributed to
the participants who completed the training.

Field visit: The diocesan team met labour commission at Vedhanagar &
Kurusady. A total of 40 participants took part.

National Meeting: Our Executive Members attended the national meeting
held at Thanjavur District.

Parish Annual Celebration: The annual celebration was conducted at
Kurusady Parish.

10. Commission for Differently Abled (Mr. Sahaya George L)

Special activities

o Mr. Sahaya George visited the Vicariate Foranes (VFs) of Muttom,
Alanchy, and Kottar, and met with the parish priests of Muttom Vicariate
to discuss ways to strengthen and develop the activities of the Differently
Abled Commission.

11. Commission for Laity (Ms. Marsalin Rajula K.)

(Photo: Training sessions)

Special activities

Trainings:
o Around 20 training sessions were conducted by various pious
associations.

o  Topics: The Leadership of Laity in the participatory structures, Inter
Religious Dialogue Efforts, Synod 2024, An Analysis of Parishes,
Mission of Love, Let us seek the intercession of Mother Mary, Mission
and History and the Fundamental of CLC, Mother Mary: The role Model
for Prayer, The life lesson from King David, Silent Meditation,
Journeying together approach, Jesus should be seen in us, Church in
today’s world, St. Francis of Assisi : A person who loved Nature.

o A total of 589 participants took part, gaining knowledge and practical
insights from these sessions.
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12. Commission for SC/ST (Fr. Jelbarin M.)
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(Photo;' Trzﬁning on developing positiv-e attitude towards life)
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Special activities

Pongal Celebrations:

(0]

Pongal Festival was celebrated in 5 vicariates organised in the following
places: at Ammandivilai presided over by Muttom Vicariate Director,
Mrs. Jancy Rani, at Kovilvilai presided over by Kanyakumari vicariate
Director Fr. Ajan Charles, at the residence of the Kottar Region Treasurer
Mrs. Sagaya Jegatha, at Rajavoor under the leadership of the
Devasahayam Mount Vicariate President and at the residence of Colachel
Vicariate Director Mr. Thiraviam.

The events were marked by sharing food with all participants and
fostering a spirit of love and unity. Traditional games were organized for
both children and adults, and prizes were distributed to the participants.

Training:

O

Training was given to the members on developing right attitude to life
(Self-understanding, Self-acceptance, Seclf-awareness) benefiting 30
peoples.

13. Commission for Children (Fr. Rudolf Sangith U.)

(Photos: Training sessions)
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Special activities

Activities for the Children:
o Games, Bible Verse Recitation Competitions were conducted in various
parishes.

Training Programmes:

o Training sessions were conducted on topics such as Diocesan synod 2024
Guidelines, Annual Plan of the commission & Nurturing children in the
Christian Faith.

o A total of 128 children and animators participated and benefited from
these trainings.

14. Commission for Family (Mr. Alphonse Polycarph L.)

Special activities

Training Programmes: The Family Commission organized a series of
training sessions on themes such as the duties of Parents in the Family,
Vicariate Year Plan Training, Praying Family, Rosary in family, Families
moving towards a new life, Blessings of God upon the Family. A total of 108
participants benefited, gaining practical insights and spiritual guidance to
strengthen family life.

Charity Assistance to Families and Students
o Charity help worth of 37000 was given.

Visits to the Elderly and Sick: Homes were visited providing care,
companionship and support, bringing comfort and encouragement to those in
need.

Habit of Family Prayer

51 families were met and the importance of family prayer was insisted.
Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Animation Centre 54
Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Assisi campus, Nagercoil | 90
Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Colachel 74
Total number of Registrations at Matrimonial Centre 118
Number of marriages took place through Matrimonial Centre 5

15. Commission for Inter Faith Dialogue (Mrs. Ansaline A.)

7

&
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Special activities

Interfaith Harmony Pongal: On 19th January, inter faith harmony Pongal
was organised at Idaiyanvilai with 80 participants.

Training: A training was conducted on the topic ‘Interfaith dialogue and
Social Justice’ by Ex. M. P. Bellarmin benefiting 42 participants.

16. Commission for Women (Mrs. Mary Indira A.)

Special activities

Parish women groups:

1 In many parishes, women commission members celebrated Pongal.

I Women group at Simoncolony removed the Plastics from the Seashore.

I A gender equality awareness drama was conducted at the Kurusady
parish.

1 Women representatives of Vattakarai Parish attended the medical camp.

Charity Assistance: Charity help worth 321,500, along with essential items,
was given to the poor widows.

Awareness Trainings:

I Training sessions were organized on themes including Equality in Bible,
Women freedom in Family, Women Harassment in working places,
Harassment against Children, Tourist Places in Kanyakumari Districts.

1 A total of 70 women participated, gaining valuable guidance, awareness,
and practical tools to address social challenges and promote safety and
empowerment.

17. Commission for De-addiction (Fr. Francis Xavier Nelson J)

Special activities

Fr. Nelson and his team conducted a series of training and awareness

programs across multiple institutions and parishes.

1 Seminar on “Creating Drug-Free Community and Establishing Parish
ATM unit” at St. Barbara Church, Ramanthurai, by Mr. Fethalis,
benefiting 100 parishioners.

1 Special Addiction Awareness Mass, Pledge, Rally and Seminar on the
theme of Intoxicants Free Society at St. Joseph Church, Valanoor,
Kuzhthurai Diocese by Fr. Nelson and 6 TATM Team Members, for 600
parishioners of all ages.

1 Special Addiction Awareness Mass, Pledge, Rally and Seminar on the
theme of Intoxicants Free Society at Our Lady of Presentation, Colachel
by Fr. Nelson and 4 TATM Team Members, for 200 Catechism students
and teachers.

I Session on “Emotions and Addictions” at Jesuit Ministry to Drug
Dependents, Carmel Nagar, for 30 Alcohol and Drug Dependents.
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I Special Cancer Awareness Seminar on the theme of Cancer-free
Kanyakumari District at Marthandam International Development Society,
Kuzhithurai by Fr. Nelson and 2 TATM Team Members, for 120 staff and
volunteers of MIDS.

1 The Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course

o

The Third class, "Psychotherapies for Persons with Identity
Confusion," from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies
Diploma Course at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Dr. Srinithi
benefiting 350 participants.

The Fourth class, "Psychotherapies for Persons with
Transference," from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies
Diploma Course at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Fr. Dr. stephen,
benefiting 350 participants.

The Fifth class, "Psychotherapies for Persons with Character
Defects," from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma
Course at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Fr. Maria Martin,
benefiting 350 participants.

The Sixth class, "Psychotherapies for Persons with Physical
Disability," from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies
Diploma Course at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Sr. Dr. Antin
Mary, benefiting 350 participants.

The Seventh class, '"Psychotherapies for Persons with Mental
Disability," from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies
Diploma Course at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Dr. Arul Mary
Lubeeth, benefiting 350 participants.

18. Commission for Bible (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

Special activities

o This year, we were given the opportunity to conduct the VBS games

at the regional level. Accordingly, our Commission formed a six-
member team, who prepared and organized the VBS games.

19. Commission for Catechetics (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

20
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Special activities

Ongoing training on Christology: Training on ‘Christology in the
Doctrines’ was given to catechetics teachers by priests, nuns and lay
trainees, benefiting 32 parishes.
Merit Exam was conducted for the School Catechetics and Moral
Students (10", 11%, 12") at St. John’s Art and Science College,
Ammandivilai. 321 participated.

20. Commission for Liturgy (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

Special activities

The mass for Solemn Declaration of Martyr Saint Devasahayam as
Patron Saint of the Laity in India was prepared and led by Liturgy
commission.

Special Training for the Choir members of the Colachel Vicariate
Parishes was conducted by Fr. Amal Raj, the vicariate director.

21. Commission for Health (Sr. Dr. Mary Deepa)

(Photo: Medical camp, Vattakarai)

Special activities

Trainings:

Cancer Awareness Training was conducted by Dr. Gemston, benefiting
16 people.

Eye Safety Awareness Training was conducted by Sr. Dr. Mary Deepa,
30 people participated.

Eye Safety Awareness Training was conducted by Sr. Dr. Christin, 120
people participated.

Cancer Awareness, Lung Diseases and Eye Safety Awar eness Training
was conducted by Dr.Reshma & Dr. Sahaya Vinod. 110 people
benefited.
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Medical Camp: On 25" a medical camp was organised at Vattakari in
collaboration with Pongesly multi speciality hospital. Free medicines, ECG,
Echo, BP, RBS were made available. 110 people benefited.

22. Commission for Youth (Fr. Simon J.)
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(Photo: 3% Phase intensive Training for YCS)

Special activities

Third Phase YCS Training: Third Phase YCS training was conducted at
Animation Centre. 56 Students Participated.

Training Sessions:

O

(e]

A series of training programmes were organised on themes such as
Parish Visitors Training, The Harms of Addictions, Gram Sabha and
Youth,

Sexual Crimes against Students, Life ruined by online games, Timely
tasks of the YCS movement in the Curtain approach, Goal Setting,
POCSO Act, Fast Food and its dangers, Climate Change.

Around 131 youth actively participated, gaining practical skills, clarity
about their roles, and a deeper sense of social and civic responsibility.

Other Initiatives:

O
O

Youth participated in the Gram Sabha meeting.

In Annai nagar Parish, Training on Climate change was organised and
the Manakudi Mangrove Forest was visited in collaboration with HEAL.
26 participated.

Houses of Muttom Vicariate Youth president (Ms. Rakshana), Muttom
Vicariate Youth Secretary (Ms. Shalu), Kottar Diocese Youth Guide
(Mrs. Santhi) were visited by Diocese Youth Movement Executive
Committee Members.

In Carmel Nagar Parish, A visit to the drug rehabilitation center was
made and a conversation was held with the patients.

22

Fr. Edmond A.,
Coordinator of Commissions
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KOTTAR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY (KSSS)

Monthly Report

1. Children’s development and Family Strengthening
Training

SL Date Place Topic Participants
No in number
1 12.01.2026 MIDS Office, | Quarterly Review 30
Kuzhithurai Meeting
2 13.01.2026 MIDS Office, | Quarterly Review 30
Kuzhithurai Meeting

Activity
Sl Date Place Activity Partici
No pants
1 | 18.01.2026 | Kurumpanai | Catechism Teachers and 25

Children Commission
Volunteer’s Meeting
2 | Jan 2026 All Villages | Family visit, Donar visit, 108
Champion Visit, Parish leaders
visit, Children Commission
leaders visit.

2. Family development Programme

Date Activity Completed
Beneficiaries
01.01.2026 to | Visiting the active families for the preparation 206
31.01.2026 | of the activity plans and update the SW map
01.01.2026 to | Prepare and upload the fund withdrawal plans 206
31.01.2026 for active families in DDMS, and send the
upload details to the program manager

3. FR.JAMES TOMBUER PALLIATIVE CARE

SI. No Name of the Village Number of The Patient
1 Kanyakumari & Vavuthurai 4&3
2 Kovalam 6
3 Enayam 6
4 Kanyakumari & Vavuthurai 3&3
Total 18
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Trainer (if . No. of
Date needed) Place Topic Participants
02.01. . . .
2026 Mary Bemi Vavathurai Annual Planning 15
02.01. R . .
2026 Maria Bibi Simoncolony Annual Planning 40
06.01. . . Thenthamarai Annual Planning and
2026 | Merlin Rubi kulam Leadership Quality 60
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06.01. . . Financial management

2026 Mary Bemi Annai Nager and annual planning 20
06.01. e . Financial management

2026 Maria Bibi Kottilpadu and annual planning 20
11.01. . . Annual Planning and

2026 Mary Bemi Kanyakumari Leadership Quality 38
12.01. Financial management

2026 Jesumary Helen Nager and annual planning 60
1226(2)2 Revathibai Alanchy Leadership Quality 40
16.01 Jesumary and

.~ | Fr. Francis D. Periyavilai Beach Cleaning 60

2026

Sales

17.01. . . . .

2026 Mary Bemi Pozhikarai Health and Hygiene 20
17.01. s . . .

2026 Maria bibi Azhickal Leadership quality 15
21.01. . Sahayapuram, . .

2026 Mary Bemi Puthugramam Leadership Quality 15
222622 Revathi bai Kil Midalam Annual Planning 40
23.01. . .

2026 Jesumary Mel-Midalam Annual Planning 40
27.01. . . . .

2026 Merlin Rubi Puthenthurai Annual Planning 40

Special Activities
Date Place Activity No. of
Participants
05.01.2026 | Enayam Enayam female kolping family 18
members have helped a disabled
woman with Rs.3500/-.
08.01.2026 | Kil - Kil - Manakudy kolping family 20
Manakudy | members have helped a poor
women with Rs.1500/-.
09.01.2026 | Claret Claretmount1 kolping family 20
Mount members have given Rs.1000/-
to poor student to pay tuition
fees.
Fr. T. Penno Raj
Executive Director,
Kottar Social Service Society.
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Diocesan Collections

Martyr Devasahayam Akkarai 1,140
From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026 Periavilai 4773
North Rajavoor (2022) 2,000 | Thamaraikulam 10,817
Pozhikarai (2020) 3,000 | Devasaham Mount (2025) 6,000
Pozhikarai (2022) 3,000 | Devasaham Mount (2026) 7,000
Pampanvilai (2018) 613 | Anandhan Nagar 5,750
Total 8,613 | Parvathipuram 8,450
Holy Childhood Ramapuram 3,330
From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026 Total 1,90’141
North Rajavoor (2025) 2,000 Communication Sunday
Patharai (2025) 1,720 From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026
Pampanvilai (2018) 843 | Carried Forward 4,68,048
Pampanvilai (2025) 740 | North Rajavoor (2023) 2,000
Puthenthurai (2025) 5,000 | North Rajavoor (2025) 2,000
Kottaram 2,647 | Pozhikarai 3,000
Christu Nagar 8,430 | pampanvilai 825
Manakudy 4,587 | Total 4,75,873
N.G.O. Colony 4,965 Bible Sunday
Thalavaipuram 4,270 From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026
Thazhyankonam 1,600 | Carried Forward 9,28,093
Nagercoil 7,514 | North Rajavoor 2,000
Vetha Nagar 10,740 | Pozhikarai 3,000
Mangalakuntu 1,410 | Midalakadu 9,085
Sahayagiri 800 | Patharai (2024) 999
Konam 5,190 | Pampanvilai (2017) 700
Kamaraj Nagar 1,000 | Pampanvilai (2025) 925
Vattakarai 7,362 | Akkarai 1,390
Thengapattanam 2,713 | Devasahayam Mount (2024) 4,550
Sahayapuram 8,354 | Total 9,50,742
Kottar 13,225 Communio India
Kattuvilai 10,600 From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026
Mela Ramanputhoor 18,800 | North Rajavoor 2,000
Elankadai 2,730 | Total 2,000
Thengamputhoor 870 Prison Ministry
Kurumpanai 6,380 From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026
Muttom 5381 | Carried Forward 4,55,785
South Ramanathichenputhur 3,010 | North Rajavoor 2,000
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Pozhikarai 3,000
Midalakadu 9,105
Pampanvilai 1,100
Total 4,70,990

Mission Sunday
From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026

Carried Forward 24,82,718
Pozhikarai 16,200
Aral- Arockia Nagar 2,963
Sahaya Nagar 1,920
Chanthavilai 1,320
Thittuvilai 5,000
Midalakadu 13,620
Patharai (2024) 3,000
Pampanvilai 2,000
Anchukoottuvilai 33,940
Akkarai 2,000
Total 25,64,681

Holy Land
From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026

Pampanvilai (2018) 1,784
Pampanvilai (2025) 2,225
Total 4,009

Seminary Fund
From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026

C.L.C. (Matha Sabai),
Maravankudieruppu 10,000

S. Arul Mary, Enayam Puthenthurai 1,000
J. Charles Victorial, Nagercoil 1,000
B. Vimala, Carmel Nagar 1,000
S. Lilly, Seethapal 1,000
C. Selvarani, Enayam 1,000

K. Micheal Ammal,
Keezha Kattuvilai 1,000

K. Marsalin Rajula, Thamaraikulam 1,000
A. Chinna Rani, North

Ramanathichenputhur 1,000
Mrs. Celin Jeremiyas,

Kadiapattanam 4,000
Periakadu 10,000

KOTTAR NEWSLETTER

Vadasery (Confirmation Collection) 22,467

Pozhikarai 10,000
Mr. Leo Hustin, Nagercoil 1,00,000
Mrs. Ayneese, Kurusady 1,000
Mrs. Anthoniammal Vimala,

Nagercoil 3,000
Mr. Darney Tressline,

Thalavaipuram 4,000
Mr. Weslin, Muttom 6,000
Mr. Joseph Aldrin, Kanyakumari 6,000
Mr.Thatheuse, Ritapuram (Dec.) 5,000
Mr.Thatheuse, Ritapuram (Jan.) 5,000
Mr. Nicolas, kil Asaripallam 2,000
Mrs. Pushpam, Kil Asaripallam 2,000
Mrs. Pushpam, Kil Asaripallam 2,000
Mrs. Catharinal Joseph,

Kil Asaripallam 1,000
Mrs. Maria Celin Jerold,

Kil Asaripallam 1,000
Mrs. Mary Emily Prema,

Kil Asaripallam 500
S. Arul Mary, Enayam Puthenthurai 1,000
C. Selvarani, Enayam 1,000
B. Vimala, Carmel Nagar 1,000
J. Charles Victorial, Nagercoil 1,000
K. Micheal Ammal,

Keezha Kattuvilai 1,000
A. Chinna Rani, North
Ramanathichenputhoor 1,000
K. Marsalin Rajula, Thamaraikulam 1,000
Mr. Rayar, Vattakarai 1,000
Mr. Germanuse Alex, Vattakarai 1,000
Mrs. Sornam, Kottar 1,000

Mrs. Pankiras, Maravankudieruppu 10,000

Kesavanputhenthurai

(Confirmation Collection) 46,000
Alanchy 10,000
Mr. Nicolas, kil Asaripallam 2,000
Mr. Jebin Samual, Kanyakumari 5,000
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Mr. Mosus, Kanyakumari 1,000 | Ponnappa Nadar Colony 900
Total 2,86,967 | Kottar 19,500
Cumulated Masses Maravankudieruppu 4,500
From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026 Punnai Nagar 3,150
Alanchy Vicariate : Vattakarai 13,500
Alanchy (Dec.) 3,300 | pevasahayam Mount Vicariate :
Enayam Puthenthurai 11,250 | Christu Nagar (Dec.) 4,800
Ramanthurai (Dec. & Jan.) 4,650 | Devasahayam Mount 5,400
Enayam 10,350 | Rajavoor 2,80,800
Mel Midalam 1,050 Vadasery 2,100
Mangalakuntu 4,200 | Parvathipuram 1,200
Kanavoor 1,500 | Others :
Colachel Vicariate : Fr. John Benitto 750
Ritapuram (Dec. & Jan.) 4,200 | Total: 6,67,550
Puthoor 11,100 Parish Contribution
Periavilai (Dec. & Jan.) 10,200 From Jan. 21, 2026 to Feb. 20, 2026
Kurumpanai 5,250 | Periakadu 65,000
Colachel 31,500 | North Rajavoor (Rajavoor) 35,000
Muttom Vicariate : Colachel 2,00,000
Kesavanputhenthurai 6,750 | Enayam Puthenthurai 80,000
Sarel 3,000 | Paraliyaru (Thadikarankonam) 1,200
Periakadu 25,050 | Pampanvilai 17,000
Pallam 5,000 | Patharai (Ritapuram) 1,000
Kadiapattanam 11,250 | Thittuvilai 12,000
Kanyakumari Vicariate : Puthenthurai 30,000
Kovalam 4,500 | Devasahayam Mount 2,40,000
Chinna Muttom 1,500 | Total 6,81,200
Manakudy 4,500 | Priest Contribution - Abroad |
Sahayapuram 80,400 | 07.01.2026 - Fr. Kingsly Jones  2,02,860
Thamaraikulam 4,200 | 12.01.2026 - Fr. Amutha Valan  4,97,808
Kanyakumari 31,800 | 14.01.2026 - Fr. Kingsly Jones  2,02,507
Kottar Vicariate : 27.01.2026 - Fr. Joseph Zail
Kil Asaripallam 11,100 Singh 3,11,000
Carmel Nagar 6,150 | 02.02.2026 - Fr. Xavier Raj Sam 25,000
Mela Ramanputhoor 7,650 | Total 12,39,175
Kurusady 4,500
N.G.O. Colony 3,750 From
Nagercoil 19,200 Fr. J. Francis Xavier
Thalavaipuram 2,100 Financial Administrator
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DIOCESAN CHRONICLES

«s February 2026 e

01 |Bishop celebrated Holy Mass for the Feast of the Day of the
Consecrated, followed by the Celebration at St. Joseph's
Matriculation School, Bishop's House.

02-10 | Bishop participated in the CCBI & CBCI Plenary Assembly at
Bangalore.

10 | Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of the repose of the Soul of
late Mrs. Devanesam, mother of Rev Fr. Kingsly Shaju at
Kottilpadu.

11 | Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass for the repose the soul of Rev
Fr. Andrew Raj belonging to the Archdiocese of Hyderabad and
led the burial service at Azhickal.

13 | Bishop chaired the Extended Curia I Meeting at the Bishop's
House.

Bishop celebrated the Confirmation Mass at
Kesavanputhenthurai.

14 | Bishop participated in the Women's Day Celebration at St.
Xavier's Hall.

Bishop celebrated the Vespers Service at Alanchy.

17 |Bishop conducted the Recollection, followed by the Priests
General Body Meeting at the Animation Centre.

18 | Bishop celebrated the Ash Wednesday Mass at Kottar.

19 | Bishop participated in the Bishop Leon Memorial Lecture at St.
Xavier's Hall.

20 | Bishop celebrated the Feast Mass at Devasahayam Mount.

21 |Bishop blessed the New Tailoring Machines for the
underprivileged women, a project initiated by the Society of
Vincent De Paul of Kottar Diocese at Chunkankadai.

Bishop chaired the Finance Committee Meeting at the Bishop's
House.
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23 | Bishop gave the Inaugural Address on the Refresh Seminar for the
Assistant Parish Priests of Kottar Diocese at the Animation
Centre.

24 | Bishop presided over the Extended Curia II Meeting at the
Bishop's House.

25 | Bishop participated in the Regional Board Meeting at St. Paul's
Seminary, Trichy.

26 | Bishop participated in the Regional Board Meeting at Christ's Hall
Seminary, Madurai.

27 | Bishop participated in the Regional Board Meeting at St. Aloysius'
Seminary, Kottar.

28 |Bishop celebrated Holy Mass at Pomma Nayakkam Patti,
Madurai Archdiocese.

Important Days of March 2026

International Day for
Disarmament and
Non-Proliferation Awareness

World Wildlife Day

World Consumer International Day of
Rights Day Happiness
( International Day of Forests> < World Water Day )

Bishop's House Holiday

Ramzan : 21.03.2026 (Saturday)

CONDOLENCES

o KNL condoles the demise of Mrs. Devanesam (75), Mother of
Rev. Fr. Kingsly Shaju S. on 08.02.2026 at Kottilpadu. May she Rest
in Peace.
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Bishop’s Programme - March 2026

Date |Time Place Program  / i=s
01 Thittuvilai Pastoral Visit (
02 [15.00 | St. Xavier's Hall Commissions
Coordination Meeting
03 [09.00 | Bishop's House Extended Curia |
15.00 | Bishop's House Senate Meeting
04 109.00 | Bishop's House Special Finance Committee Meeting
15.00 | Bishop's House English Medium Schools Board Meeting
06 |15.00 | Bishop's House St. Antony's Nursing College Board Meeting
07 [09.00 | Pampanvilai Seminar to the Franciscans
15.00 | Assisi, Nagercoil Platinum Jubilee Celebration of Then-Oli
09 [15.30 | Bishop's House Self-Reliance Meeting
10-12 Tassos, Trichy Translation Work
13 {10.00 | Kanyakumari NIMHANS Seminar
15.00 | Nagercoil Trust Hospital Trust Meeting
14 110.00 | Animation Centre ~ |DPC
15.00 | Bishop's House DIFST Board Meeting
16 |06.30 | Holy Cross College | Common Juniorate Inaugural Function
15.30 | Bishop's House Assisi Media Trust Association Meeting
17 09.00 | Bishop's House Extended Curia Il
18 [15.00 | Bishop's House Education Board Meeting
19 [16.00 | St. Xavier's Hall BLML
22 Alanchy Pastoral Visit
27 |12.00 | Animation Centre | Meeting with the Deacons
28 |15.00 | Bishop's House Finance Committee Meeting
18.00 | Scott Christian Passion Play Drama
College
29 |06.30 | Kottar Palm Sunday
30 [10.30 | Animation Centre | Recollection
17.30 | Assisi, Nagercoil Chrism Mass
KOTTAR NEWSLETTER 2026 MARCH 39




. March -2026 |
HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR FATHERS

Fr. Sahaya Jipson Anish A.  02.03.1993 { PA J

Fr. Leon Henson S. 04.03.1975 ! ﬁ

Fr. John Sibi F. 05.03.1981 *‘.z"

Fr. Arockia Jenish A. 05.03.1986 J \iC,L'?? 0\4‘)

Fr. Amutha Valan M. 06.03.1982 = Dyvit l,‘_r}“»*‘é’
Fr. John J. Peter 08.03.1971 =

Fr. ThomasArulanandamJ.  08.03.1965 | Fr. Patrick Xavier J.R.  17.03.1966
Fr. Joseph Arul Stalin M. 10.03.1975 | Fr. Stefin Ruslin Raj M.  19.03.1996

Fr. Immanuel Raj H. 15.03.1957 | Fr. John Thamasque N. 23.03.1956
Fr. Sahaya Jerome A. 15.03.1989 | Fr. Joseph Romald G.  24.03.1967
Fr. Siluvai Franko Francis P. 15.03.1992 | Fr. Nithya Sahayam E.  24.03.1969
Fr. Patrick G. 17.03.1962 | Fr. Joseph Calins M. 24.03.1972
HAPPY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

Fr. John Jore Henson S. 04.03.2011 | Fr. Dionysius B. 27.03.1963

Fr. David Mani L. 23.03.1964 | Fr. JoachimA. 27.03.1963
Fr. Devasahayam M. 13.03.1970

NECROLOGY Fr. Bellarmin Geo R. 15.03.1995
RLP Fr. Caesar J. N. 16.03.2014

\ ? i Fr. Vincent Pereira 18.03.1997

- - Fr. Mariadhason S. M. 22.03.2001

C..,} Most Rev. Arockiasamy M.22.03.2007

Rest In Peace Fr. Soosaimarian V. 22.03.2008

Fr. Vincent J. Fernandez 02.03.1963 | Fr. Boniface Rebeiro 23.03.1950
Fr. Thomas Mathias S. ~ 03.03.1979 | Fr. Emmanuel Pereira  23.03.1979

Fr. Henry Pereira 05.03.1966 | Fr-ArulM.S 25.03.2002
Fr. Hilary C. M. 07.03.1971 | Fr. Jesudas J. G. 25.03.2010
Fr. Joseph S. 07.03.2007 | Fr. Paul Mark 27.03.1988
Fr. John Mary 12.03.1978 | Fr. Jesudas Ma. Pa. 30.03.2009

LET US REMEMBER OUR DECEASED PRIESTS!
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