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“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.”
(Philippians 4:4)

On this blessed occasion of
your Ordination Anniversary
(April 2, 2026) and Birthday
(April 13), the Diocese of Kottar

rejoices with you.

Your prayerful leadership
and fatherly care unite us as one
family in Christ. May the Lord
continue to fill your ministry with

joy, peace, and strength.

With love and prayers,
The Clergy,

The Religious
and the Faithful of the
Diocese of Kottar

Cover Page 1 : Fr. Anil Joseph



Bishop's Message

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Brothers, Greetings of the Season!

Asyou hold this newsletter in your hands, we have already entered Holy Week,
the most sacred time when we journey with our Lord Jesus Christ through His
Passion, Death and Resurrection. Reflecting on the words, “Behold, we are
going up to Jerusalem” (Mt 20:18) in his Lenten Message 2021, Pope Francis
reminds us: “In our Lenten journey towards Easter, we accompany Christ who
goes up to Jerusalem, where the mystery of our salvation is fulfilled. And itis a
call to share in His mission, not remain spectators.” To accompany Jesus to
Jerusalem means that we are no longer mere followers at a distance but true
disciples who stay with the Lord, from his entry into Jerusalem to the silence of
the tomb and finally to the joy of Easter. Hence, this Holy Week calls for a deep
interior disposition rather than mere external observance.

We walked with Christ in the joy of his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.
On Holy Thursday, the Church invites us to the intimacy of the Cenacle where
Jesus bends down in humble service to wash the feet of His disciples. He offers
us the gift of the Eucharist and the priesthood, revealing a love that serves to
the very end (cf. Jn 13:1). After the Last Supper, we follow Him to Gethsemane
where He experiences anguish and loneliness (cf. Lk 22:44). On Good Friday,
we stand at the foot of the Cross and encounter the silence of God, “not the
silence of absence but the silence of a God who suffers in love with His Son and
with all humanity” (cf. Jirgen Moltmann, The Crucified God, Part1l, ch. 4).

Holy Saturday is a quiet, still day of waiting, yet filled with hope that God is at
work even in the darkness of death. Then comes “O vere beata nox” (the truly
blessed night), “when Christ broke the prison-bars of death and rose victorious
from the underworld” as proclaimed in the Exsultet, sung during the Easter
Vigil, the “mother of all vigils” (Roman Missal, Easter Vigil in the Holy Night,
no.1). Thus, our journey with Jesus towards Jerusalem finds its fulfilment in
the Resurrection.

Let us be reminded that Holy Week is an invitation to walk closely with Jesus,
not as distant spectators but as committed disciples. It is an invitation to
experience Him intimately, for He calls us not servants but friends (cf. Jn
15:15). Therefore, let us enter these sacred days with open hearts, with
gratitude for His love, repentance for our failures, a spirit of silence to listen to
Him and a firm hope in his Resurrection.

You are well aware that the socio-economic survey of Catholics in Tamil Nadu
has been carried out over the past two years with considerable effort and
commitment by the TNLBC across all the dioceses in Tamil Nadu, engaging
LISSTAR, the humanities and social science research unit of Loyola College,
Chennai. I sincerely thank all the priests and parishioners who have generously
cooperated in this important initiative. At the same time, I am really saddened
to state that a couple of parishes have yet to complete the survey despite
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repeated reminders and my personal requests. The priests of these parishes, |
believe, should realize that such delays affect the credibility and collective
responsibility of our pastoral mission. I urge these priests concerned to treat
this work with the seriousness and integrity it deserves.

We look forward to receiving the remaining data so that a comprehensive and
consolidated report can be prepared. I firmly believe that the findings will be of
immense value for the pastoral planning and growth of our individual parishes
and the diocese as a whole. At this juncture, I take this opportunity, on behalf of
the Diocese, to sincerely thank Fr. Glacin, Director of the Commission for
BCC, for his dedicated coordination of the socio-economic survey of
Catholics in our diocese. Despite numerous challenges, his commitment and
perseverance have been truly commendable. We also gratefully acknowledge
the contribution of Fr. Simon, Director of the Commission for Youth and his
energetic team of youth whose active involvement and valuable assistance
greatly facilitated the smooth conduct of the survey in several parishes.

With the Tamil Nadu Assembly Elections scheduled for April 23, 2026, we
find ourselves at a crucial moment in the democratic life of our State. As
responsible citizens and as Christians, we are called to participate actively,
responsibly and conscientiously in this important process. Our stance must be
firmly rooted in the values of democracy, secularism and dignity of every
human person. We are invited to exercise our right to vote with wisdom, guided
by a well-formed conscience, always seeking the common good rather than
narrow or divisive interests. At the same time, we must be clear and
unequivocal in rejecting ideologies and political forces, including alliances,
which promote religious fundamentalism, exclusion and division. We must
also firmly oppose those that undermine minority rights. In the same vein, we
must also call out those who lack a genuine vision for the future of the State and
rely solely on superficial, celluloid appeal. Such agendas weaken the harmony
of the pluralistic society and stand in contradiction to the Gospel values of
love, justice, peace and fraternity.

Hence, I earnestly appeal to all our faithful to ensure maximum participation in
the electoral process. Let us strive for 100 percent voting in our parishes,
encouraging every eligible voter to exercise this sacred civic duty. Voting is not
merely a right; it is a moral responsibility and a powerful expression of our
commitment to our State and its future. Let us therefore vote responsibly,
discerningly and courageously choosing leaders who are committed to justice,
inclusivity, good governance and the welfare of all, especially the poor and
marginalized.

May the victory of the Risen Lord inspire us to build a society rooted in justice
and harmony! Wishing you a blessed and hope-filled Easter!

In the mind of Christ,
Sd/-
+ Nazarene Soosai (Bishop of Kottar)
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DIOCESAN CIRCULAR LETTERS

No.C.05/2026 16.03.2026

RECOLLECTION AND CHRISM MASS

A Day of Priestly Renewal and Communion

Dear Fathers,
Greetings!

You are warmly invited to participate in a Day of Recollection and the
Chrism Mass, a sacred occasion set aside for prayer, renewal, and fraternal
unity as we gratefully celebrate the gift of our priesthood.

Date ¢ 30March,2026

Venue : Bishop Arockiasamy Animation Center,
Bishop’s House Campus, Nagercoil

Programme

10:30a.m. :  Coffee

11:00a.m. : Recollection Conference

12:00noon :  Eucharistic Adoration and Confession
01:00p.m. : Lunch

05:30p.m. :  Chrism Mass at Sacred Heart Church, Nagercoil

Dinner will follow the celebration.
Kindly Note

1. All priests and deacons involved in pastoral ministry within the diocese
are cordially invited to be present.

2. Please inform the faithful and the religious communities in your
pastoral care and encourage them to take part in the Chrism Mass.

May this sacred gathering prepare our hearts to celebrate the mysteries of
Holy Week with renewed devotion and priestly zeal.

In the mind of Christ,
Sd/-

+ Nazarene Soosai (Bishop of Kottar)
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No.C.06/2026 10.03.2026
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The Holy See

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO XIV
FOR THE 63rd WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FOR YOCATIONS

4" Sunday of Easter - 26 April 2026
The Interior Discovery of God’s Gift

Dear brothers and sisters, dear young people!

Guided and protected by the Risen Jesus, we celebrate on the fourth
Sunday of Easter — also called “Good Shepherd Sunday” — the 63" World
Day of Prayer for Vocations. It is an occasion of grace in which we share
some reflections on the interior dimension of vocation, understood as the
discovery of God’s free gift that blossoms in the depths of our hearts. Let us
explore together the truly beautiful path of life along which the Shepherd
guides us.

The way of beauty

In the Gospel of John, Jesus describes himself as the “good
shepherd” (6 mowunv 6 kardc) ( Jn 10:11). This expression refers to a
shepherd who is perfect, authentic and exemplary, inasmuch as he is ready
to give his life for his sheep, thus revealing God’s love. He is the Shepherd
who draws us to himself, whose gaze reveals that life is truly beautiful when
one follows him. Neither the eyes of the body nor aesthetic sensibilities
alone are sufficient to recognize this beauty; rather, contemplation and
interiority are required. Only the one who pauses, listens, prays and
welcomes the Shepherd’s gaze can say with confidence: “I trust him; life
with him can truly be beautiful. I want to walk this path of beauty.” What is
most extraordinary is that, in becoming his disciple, one truly becomes
“beautiful”’; his beauty transforms us. As the theologian Pavel Florenskij
wrote, asceticism does not produce a merely “good” person, but a
“beautiful” one. [1] Indeed, more than goodness, the distinctive trait of the
saint is the luminous spiritual beauty that radiates from his or her life in
Christ. In this way, the Christian vocation reveals itself in all its depth as a
participation in the life of Jesus, by sharing in his mission and reflecting his
beauty.
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This interior experience of life, faith and meaning was also that of
Saint Augustine, who, in the third book of the Confessions, while
acknowledging the sins and errors of his youth, recognizes God as “more
inward than my most inward part.” [2] More than self-knowledge,
Augustine discovers the beauty of the divine light that guides him in the
darkness. Perceiving God’s presence in the innermost recesses of his soul,
he came to understand the importance of caring for the interior life as a place
of encounter with Christ, which is the way to experience the beauty and
goodness of God in our own lives.

Such a relationship is based on prayer and silence, and when
cultivated opens us to receive and actively respond to the gift of vocation. It
is never an imposition or a one-size-fits-all model to which one merely
conforms; instead, it is an adventure of love and happiness. Thus, on the
basis of caring for the interior life, we must urgently recommence our
vocational ministry and renew our commitment to evangelization.

In light of this, I invite everyone — in families, parishes and
religious communities, as well as bishops, priests, deacons, catechists,
educators and all the faithful — to commit themselves more fully to
creating conditions that allow this gift to be embraced, nourished, protected
and accompanied, so that it may bear abundant fruit. Only when our
surroundings are illumined by living faith, sustained by constant prayer and
enriched by fraternal accompaniment can God’s call blossom and mature,
becoming a path of happiness and salvation for individuals and for the
world. By embarking on the path that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, shows us,
we come to know more deeply both ourselves and the God who calls us.

Mutual awareness

“The Lord of life knows us and enlightens our hearts with his
loving gaze.” [3] Indeed, every vocation begins with the awareness and
experience of a God who is love (cf. 1 Jn4:16). He knows us profoundly; he
has counted the hairs of our head (cf. Mt 10:30) and has envisaged for each
person a unique path of holiness and service. Yet this awareness must
always be reciprocal. We are invited to know God through prayer, listening
to the Word, the Sacraments, the life of the Church and works of charity for
our brothers and sisters. Like the young Samuel, who unexpectedly heard
the voice of the Lord during the night and learned to recognize it with the
help of Eli (cf. 1 Sam 3:1-10), we too must create a space for interior silence
in order to hear what the Lord desires for our happiness. This is not a matter
of lofty ideas or scholarly learning, but of a personal encounter that
transforms one’s life. [4] God dwells in our hearts. A vocation entails an
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intimate dialogue with the One who calls and invites us to respond, despite
the deafening noise of the world, with true joy and generosity.

Noli foras ire, in te ipsum redi, in interiore homine habitat veritas
— “Do not go outside yourself. Return within yourself. Truth dwells in the
inner person.” [5] Once again, Saint Augustine reminds us how important it
is to learn to pause and to create space for interior silence, so that we may
hear the voice of Jesus Christ.

Dear young people, listen to this voice! Listen to the voice of the
Lord who invites you to a full and fruitful life, calling you to put your talents
to use (cf. Mt 25:14-30) and to unite your limitations and weaknesses with
the glorious cross of Christ. Make time, then, for Eucharistic adoration;
meditate faithfully on the word of God, so that you may put it into practice
each day; and participate actively and fully in the sacramental and ecclesial
life of the Church. In this way, you will come to know the Lord. Through the
intimacy of his friendship, you will discover how to give of yourselves,
whether through marriage, the priesthood, the permanent diaconate, or
consecrated life. Every vocation is an immeasurable gift for the Church and
for those who receive it with joy. To know the Lord means above all learning
to entrust oneself to him and to his providence, which is abundant in every
vocation.

Trust

Knowledge leads to confidence, a mindset that arises from faith
and is essential both for welcoming one’s vocation and for persevering in it.
Indeed, life reveals itself as a continual act of trusting in the Lord and
abandoning ourselves to him, even when his plans unsettle our own.

Let us consider Saint Joseph, who, despite the mysterious and
unexpected pregnancy of the Virgin, trusted the divine message revealed in
a dream and welcomed Mary and her child with an obedient heart (cf. Mt
1:18-25; 2:13-15). Joseph of Nazareth is an example of complete trust in
God’s designs. He trusted even when everything around him seemed
shrouded in darkness and uncertainty, when events appeared to diverge
from his own plans. He trusted and abandoned himselfto God, certain about
the goodness and fidelity of the Lord. “In every situation, Joseph declared
his own ‘fiat’, like those of Mary at the Annunciation and Jesus in the
Garden of Gethsemane.” [6]

As the Jubilee of Hope reminded us, it is necessary to cultivate firm
and steadfast trust in God’s promises, without ever yielding to despair. We
must overcome fears and doubts, confident that the Lord of history — both
of the world and of our own personal story — is risen. He does not abandon
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us in our darkest hours, but comes to dispel every shadow with his light.
Through the light and strength of his Spirit, even amid trials and crises, we
can see our vocation grow and mature, reflecting ever more fully the beauty
of'the One who has called us — a beauty shaped by fidelity and trust, despite
our wounds and failures.

Maturation

Indeed, a vocation is not a fixed point, but a dynamic process of
maturation sustained by intimacy with our Lord. To grow in one’s vocation
means being with Jesus, allowing the Holy Spirit to act in our hearts and in
the circumstances of life, and reinterpreting everything in light of this gift.

Like the vine and the branches (cf. Jn 15:1-8), our whole lives must
be rooted in a strong and vital bond with the Lord, so that we may more
wholeheartedly respond to his call through our trials and necessary
“pruning.” The “places” where God’s will is most manifest, and where we
experience his infinite love, are often the authentic, fraternal bonds we
establish throughout our lives. How precious it is to have a true spiritual
guide to accompany us in the discovery and growth of our vocation! How
important it is to discern and test the promptings of the Holy Spirit, so thata
vocation can be brought to fruition in all its beauty!

Avocation, therefore, is not an immediate possession — something
“given” once and for all. Instead, it is a path that unfolds much like life itself.
The gift we have received must not only be protected but also nourished by a
daily relationship with God in order to grow and bear fruit. “This is helpful,
since it situates our whole life in relation to the God who loves us. It makes
us realize that nothing is the result of pure chance but that everything in our
lives can become a way of responding to the Lord, who has a wonderful plan
forus.” [7]

Dear brothers and sisters, dear young people, I encourage you to
cultivate your personal relationship with God through daily prayer and
meditation on the Word. Pause, listen and entrust yourselves. In this way,
the gift of your vocation will mature, bringing you happiness and yielding
abundant fruit for the Church and the world.

May the Virgin Mary, model of the interior acceptance of divine
gifts and expert in prayerful listening, always accompany you on this
journey!

From the Vatican, 16 March 2026
LEO PP. XIV
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COORDINATION OF COMMISSIONS

Special Activities - February 2026

1. Commission for Children (Fr. Rudolf Sangith U.)

3

(Photos: Holy Childhood Day Celebrations)

Special activities

Holy Childhood Day Celebration:

o Holy childhood day was celebrated in the parishes.

Activities:

o The Holy mass was celebrated. Trainings were Given. Cultural
celebrations, games, Bible verse Recitation Competitions were conducted
in various parishes. Prizes were distributed.

o Children helped the poor with Food supplies.

Training Programmes:

o Training sessions were conducted on topics such as Child Safety, The
Future Goal of Children, Children and Environment responsibility,
Helping Hands, Lent Mission 2026, Level up your Heart, Listen &
Understand.

o Atotal of 629 children and animators participated and benefited from these
trainings.

A new children commission at NGO Colony:

o On 22.02.2026 children commission was inaugurated in NGO colony
parish. 10 children and 2 Animators participated.
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(Photos: Activities on the world day of the Sick)
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Special activities

World Day of the Sick (11.02.2026) / World Cancer Day (04.02.2026):

o On the occasion of the 11th World Day of the Sick, programs were
organized at Enayam Puthenthurai, Vattakarai, Mela Ramanputhur
parishes, where Holy Mass was celebrated for the sick. Visited sick people
at home & Shanthi Bhavan, organized medical camp.

o On the occasion of World Cancer Day, programs were organized on 1%
February at Vellamadam parish, where a Holy Mass was celebrated for
those affected by cancer. Visited Cancer Patients at Asaripallam
Government Hospital.

o Cancer Awareness Training was conducted at Ammandivilai, Kottar and
Holy Cross Hospital.

o In addition to these events, many other parishes also organized trainings
and awareness programmes to mark these important days.

Trainings:

o Cancer Awareness Training was conducted by Dr. Jeena Josephine, Sr. Dr.
Paschal. Dr. Jerin, Dr. Paneeth at various parishes benefiting 205 people.

o Eye Safety Awareness Training was conducted by Sr. Dr. Mary Deepa,

70 people participated.

Medical Camp:

I On 11" a medical camp was organized at Enayam. Free medicines, ECG,
Echo, BP, RBS were made available. 100 people benefited.

3. Commission for Education (Fr. John Benitto L)
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(Photos Job Fair & Library readlng development event)

Special activities

Mega Job Fair: On 15% February, a Mega Job Fair event was conducted at
St. Joseph’s Matric School. A total of 203 Job seekers attended and benefited.

Library Reading Development: On 6 February, a session on Library
Reading Development was conducted by Fr. Sagesh Santhiya, benefiting 53
teachers and students.

Exam Related Trainings:

o An Exam Guidance Training “How to write the exam without fear,
Advice & Tips for the Exam” was conducted by Mrs. Jessy Roch and Fr.
John Benitto in various schools, benefiting many Students.

o An Exam Guidance programme “Excell in +2 Exam Tips & Tricks” on
higher education was conducted by Fr. John Benitto in Kaniyakulam.

12 2026 APRIL KOTTAR NEWSLETTER



Training Sessions

o

On 10" February, a session on Drug Addiction and Child Marriage was
conducted by Mrs. Saratha Nanthakumar, benefiting 101 students.

On 20" February, a session on Carrier Guidance was conducted by Dr.
Arul Jerald Parkash, benefiting 10 aspirants.

On 22" February, the need of Education Commission in the Parish was
conducted in Annai Nagar Parish by Fr. Stanly Sahaya Seelan.

Fun Science was conducted by Dr. Arul Jerald Prakash for 8%, 9
Students at St. Antony’s School, Kurusady.

4. Commission for Women (Mrs. Mary Indira A.)

(Photo: Diocesan level Women Conference)

Special activities

Women Conference: On 14" February, Diocesan level women conference
was conducted at Xavier Hall. Mrs. Janaki, FEAST Trust chaired the event.
Bishop Nazarene and the coordinator of commissions felicitated the gathering.
142 Women from various parishes participated. The event brought awareness
through Dance, Drama and Song.

Charity Assistance: Food items were distributed to the poor and patients.
Financial support was provided to a girl’s marriage.

Trainings:

Training sessions were organized on themes including Feministic reading
of the Bible, Awareness on Gender Equality, Politics, Importance of the
Women’s Day, Special Talents of women, Women in Politics and Women
Security Laws.

A total of 310 women participated, gaining valuable guidance, awareness,
and practical tools to address social challenges and promote safety and
women empowerment.
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5. Commission for Inter Faith Dialogue (Mrs. Ansaline A.)

(Photos: Interreligious prayer service & Heartfulness Training at Kattuvilai)

Special activities

Interfaith Harmony Week: On 04" February, in observance of World
Interfaith Harmony Week, an interreligious prayer service was conducted, with
priests and religious leaders from different faiths offering their blessings. 80
people participated on this event.

Training:

o On 10" February, A training was conducted under the theme ‘Religions
and Social Needs: Promoting Compassion, Service, and Harmony in
Society. Mr. Raja Thirumeni Spoke on the importance of religious
harmony. 25 people from different religions actively participated in this
programme held at the Animation Centre.

o A pilot exercise was conducted to promote heart awareness for women
self-help groups in Kattuvilai parish.

Charity: A financial contribution of 10,000 was presented to the
Commissions’ Higher Education Fund (CHEF), a new venture by the
coordination of Commissions.

6. Basic Christian Communities (Fr. Sahaya Glacin H.)

Special activities

Vicariate Level Activities: Trainings were conducted at Vicariate Levels on
the following Topics: The Kingdom of God revealed Through the Rise of the
Poor, Child Safety and Awareness, Special Activities of BCC and the goal of
BCC.

Parish level Trainings

o Election Awareness 2026 was given to every unit.

o Trainings were conducted at Parish Levels on the following Topics:
Forgiveness, Christian Mindset & Socialization, Drug Awareness, Save
Nature.

o Celebrated BCC functions at parishes highlighting charity assistance to the
poor.
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Charity Assistance: A total of 36,50,000 was provided to support the poor,
the sick, students, and others in need, ensuring timely assistance for those
facing financial and social challenges.

Parish BCC Coordination Visits: Parish BCC Coordination were visited to
strengthen collaboration, encourage active participation, and foster unity in
various pastoral activities, enhancing the effectiveness of parish programs and
overall community engagement.

7. Commission for Social Communication (Fr. Gnana Dhas S.)

i - ——f—— - ] p—]
(Photos: Nanjil natham Cultural Troupe enacting the life story of Blessed
Mary of Passion & National Artist Camp)

Special activities

Cultural Programmes & Initiatives:

1 Nanjil Natham Cultural Troupe enacted the life story of “Blessed Mary of
Passion” at Bethlehem Girls HSS, Ooty to mark the 150 years anniversary
of the school.

1 NN Cultural Troupe performed “euctmressr euevorewtil Ly&seir ~ at Pootteti
and Devasahayam Mount, Vattam and Mini-cultural programs at
Kanyakumari.

1 Social Communication Commission in collaboration with Commission for
Proclamation recorded Lenten reflections and broadcasted in the YouTube
and local NN Television channel.

1 A get-together program and cultural event was held among the Kottar
Diocesan Social Communication Commission members and Matha
Television staff at Kanyakumari on 14.02.2026.

I Government awareness programs on the theme of “Protecting girl children
and educating them” were organized at villages of Putheri and Palkulam.

Kalari Folk Heritage and Art centre Activities:

1 Fr. Sahaya Belix served as the Resource Person and guided the Three-Day
National Artists’ Camp titled ‘Spread the Peace through paint and Brush’
at NBCLC, Bangalore. Fr. Sahaya Belix A., the Director of Kalari
received the Artistic Luminous National Award — 2026 from the NBCLC,
Bangalore, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to Christian art
and cultural.
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1 A session was conducted on topic “Parents: Nurturing Young Hearts” for
Parents.

1 Another session was conducted on the topic “Be a Tree that bears Fruit”
for students at Jeyasekaran College of Nursing.

New Releases, Recordings and Shootings

o Live Telecast: Feast masses of Pozhikarai, Puthenthurai and Devasahayam
Mount were telecasted.

o Mass for Madha TV was recorded at Devasahaym Mount and telecasted
on 28" February.

8. Commission for Proclamation (Fr. S.P. Lawrence)

Special Activities

Charity and Pastoral Care Activities : During the month, charitable
assistance amounting to X 68,500 was given to poor families, students and
patients in need of medical care & Funeral service. Along with this support,
commission members visited the sick, offering comfort, prayerful presence, and
encouragement to those facing illness and health challenges.

Spiritual Enrichment Training Programmes

o Special Retreat were conducted for the Men and Elders. 200 people
benefitted.

o Training sessions were organized on themes such as biblical characters,
Discipleship, Prayer for Protection and the cause of suffering. A total of 99
participants took part in these sessions and were spiritually enriched
through deeper faith understanding and reflection.

House Visits 350
Visits to Sick People 240
Hospital Visits 180
Bedridden Patient Visits 140
Visits to Cancer Patients 40

9. Commission for Ecology (Fr. Curusu Carmel Y.)

L )
AL,

(Photo: Training at Colachel Vicariate)
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Special Activities

Procession: On 8" February, A procession on the theme of “The need of the
Nature and its importance” was conducted at Irumpily parish, with 225
participants.

Training:

o On 9" February, A training on “Ecology: An Introduction” was conducted
by Fr. Curusu Carmel for the laity commission of Colachel Vicarite, with
30 participants attending.

On 22" February, a training on “Ecology: An Introduction” was conducted
for the catechetics teachers and students of Ritapuram parish.

@]

10. Conference of Religious India (Sr. Chinnarani SCC)

Special activities

o The world Day of consecrated life was celebrated on 1% February.

o Bishop Nazarene enlightened the religious with his talk on ‘Dilexi te’,
Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Leo on Love for the Poor. Group discussion
was conducted on the same topic.

o 8 Silver Jubilarians & 3 Golden Jubilarians were honoured with gifts.

o The commission for youth headed by Fr. Simon J. enriched the programme
with an inspiring drama.

11. Commission for Labour (Mr. Maria Sebastian Selvaraj)

(Photo: Inauguration of a new wing at Puthukudieruppu)

Special activities

Procession: More than 50 members from Labour commission participated in
the procession organized by the Trade Union Protection Federation.

New wing of Labour commission: A new wing of Labour commission was
launched in Puthukudieruppu parish.

Parish Annual Celebration: The annual celebration was conducted at
Alanchy Parish.
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12. Commission for Differently Abled (Mr. Sahaya George L)

(Photo: Sewing training at Midalam & Alanchy Vicariate Training)

Special Activities

Diocesan level Meeting & Alanchy Vicariate Meetings were conducted in
the month of February.

The secretary visited the VFs, parish priests, vicariates and the houses the
Differently — Abled persons.

Sewing training for Differently abled people at Midalam parish was
reviewed.

13. Commission for Laity (Ms. Marsalin Rajula K.)

(Photos: Training sessions)

Special Activities

@)
@)

Trainings:

Around 20 training sessions were conducted by various pious associations.
Topics: Election Awareness 2026, Indian economy, culture in politics and
social change, Environmental Protection, Mother Mary — a model of
commitment, Sermon on the Mount, Lent : A season of Grace, Three
Pillars of Lent (Prayer, Penance and Charity), Fasting, Reconciliation,
Leadership qualities, Rights of Women, Church in today's world, The
greatness of Humility and Good Citizen.

A total of 912 participants took part, gaining knowledge and practical
insights from these sessions.
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(Photos: Drama on the world day of the consecrated life / Reader’s Circle
Training)

Special Activities

Training Sessions:

o

O

A series of training programmes were organised on themes such as Media
Accountability, Let’s face the exam happily, Assembly Election
Awareness, Social Knowledge of Youth, Importance of participating in
YCS meeting and Using the Curtain Approach in the meetings.

Around 225 youth actively participated, gaining practical skills, clarity
about their roles, and a deeper sense of social and civic responsibility.

Other Initiatives:

o

o

On the world day of consecrated life, the diocesan youth commission
staged an awareness play titled “The Mission the religious in the
present scenario”. 21 Youth participated.

Reader’s Circle was formed in the diocesan Level.

In Carmel Nagar Parish, herb garden maintenance work was carried out.
In Kurusady Parish, a seminar was held on the topic “Social Media
Business Around Us”.

15. Commission for SC/ST (Fr. Jelbarin M.)

lel I~ B
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Special Activities

Training: On 17" February, a meeting-cum-training session was conducted
by Mr. Arockia Raj and Mr. George Rajendran at the Animation Centre.

During the session, it was decided to implement action plans such as
encouraging people to start business by availing bank loans with subsidies
and establishing a monitoring committee to oversee the activities. A total of
36 participants benefited from this training.

16. Commission for Family (Mr. Alphonse Polycarph L.)

P L i

(Photo: Special Training for the couples at Ritapuram Parish)

Special Activities

Training Programmes

o On 8th February, a special training session for couples was conducted at
Ritapuram Parish, with 45 couples participating and benefiting from the
program. The session was animated by Mr. Polycarph and Fr.Edmond.

o The Family Commission organized a series of training sessions on themes
such as the duties of Parents in the Family, Family is the basement for the
Church, Conversation with the children and Families are the primary
source of moral values.

o A total of 144 participants benefited, gaining practical insights and
spiritual guidance to strengthen family life.

Charity Assistance to Families and Students
o Charity helps worth of 15,500 was given.

Visits to the Elderly and Sick
Homes were visited providing care, companionship and support, bringing
comfort and encouragement to those in need.

Promotion of Family Prayer
89 families were visited and the habit of family prayer was insisted.

Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Animation Centre, | 29
Bishop’s house

Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Assisi campus, Nagercoil | 44

Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Colachel 39
Total number of Registrations at Matrimonial Centre 102
Number of marriages took place through Matrimonial Centre 7
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17. Commission for De-addiction (Fr. Francis Xavier Nelson J)

(Photo: Addiction Awareness Programme at Pallam)

Special Activities

Fr. Nelson and his team conducted a series of training and awareness programs

across multiple institutions and parishes.
1 Training session on “Interventions and Treatment Approaches for
Alcoholics” for the participations of Alcoholism Counselling Course at
Puthuvasantham, Tholayavattam, Kuzhithurai Diocese by Fr. Nelson,
benefiting 90 participants from the district.
1 Session on “Emotions and Addictions” at Jesuit Ministry to Drug
Dependents, Carmel Nagar, for 28 Alcohol and Drug Dependents.
1 Special Addiction Awareness Seminar and Pledge on the theme of
Intoxicants Free Society at St. Antony’s Church, Irumpily, by Fr. Nelson
and 3 TATM Team Members, for 150 parishioners of all ages.
1 Special Addiction Awareness Program and inauguration of Muttom
Parish Addiction Treatment Ministry at All Saints Church, Muttom by
Fieldworker Mr. Fethalis and Diocesan President Mr. Chandra.
1 Special Awareness Program for the parishioners at St. Mathew Church,
Pallam by Fieldworker Mr. Fethalis and Mr. Chandra and Fr. Benziger, for
40 members.
1 Seminar on Creating a Fulfilling Future at Morning Star Polytechnic,
Chunkankadai by Fr. Nelson, for 130 Students.
1 The Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course
o The Eighth class, "Psychotherapies for Learning Disabilities,"
from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course
at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Dr. William Dharmaraja
benefiting 350 participants.

o The Nineth class, "Psychotherapies for Student Management,"
from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course
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at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Fr. Dr. Stanley Sahaya Seelan,
benefiting 350 participants.

o The Thenth class, "Psychotherapies for Family Triangulation,"
from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course
at Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, by Dr. Fr. Maria William,
benefiting 350 participants.

18. Commission for Catechetics (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

(Photo: Annual Examination for Sunday Catechetics students,
St. Joseph’s Matric HSS, Bishop’s House)

Special Activities

Trainings:

o New Methodology in Catechetics training was conducted by Fr. JJ Henson.

o A special training on ‘Introduction to the Bible’ was conducted for the
catechetics teachers of Muttom, Kottar, Kanyakumari and Devasahayam
mount Vicariates. Fr. Sahaya Anand led the training. 473 participants
benefited.

o Ongoing training on Christology: Training on ‘Jesus Christ Today’ was
given to catechetics teachers by priests, nuns and lay trainees.

Exam:

o On 01* February, Annual Examination was conducted for the Sunday
Catechetics Students in all the parishes. 16,805 students participated.
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o On 22" February, Merit Examination was conducted for the Sunday
Catechetics Students at two centers at St. Joseph’s Matric HSS, Bishop’s
House and St. Mary’s School, Colachel. 3552 students participated.

o On 27" February, Annual Examination was conducted for the School
Catechetics and Moral Students. A total number of 9125 students attended
for catechetics exam and 5680 students appeared for moral exam.

o On 22" February, Sunday Catechetics Teachers participated in a special
activity of ‘Writing a new catechetics lesson on Christology. 328 teachers
participated.

19. Commission for Liturgy (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

.‘ - -
(Photos: Training / Colachel Vicariate Liturgical Commission
Annual day celebration)

Special activities

o On 10% & 25" February, the training on confirmation was given at Kesevan
Puthethurai and Thittuvilai by Fr. J.J.Henson. 75 people attended.

o On 16" February, Special Training on Synod 2024 and liturgical concerns
was given to the members of Kottar vicariate liturgical commission.

o On 2lsr February, the annual day of Colachel vicariate liturgical
commission was held at Irumbily Parish. Quiz programmes and cultural
events were conducted.

o The senior sacristans were honoured for their noble service in the parishes.

Fr. Edmond A.,
Coordinator of Commissions
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KOTTAR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY (KSSS)

Monthly Report

1. Children’s Development & Family Strengthening

SI. | Date Place Activity Partici

No pants
07.02. | V. F Office, Seminar on child protection 25

1. | 2026 | Colachel for the Vicarate level BCC

leaders

2. | 16.02. | Matrix Home Case Manager Transition- 12
2026 | Kuzhithurai (Attoor) | Training

3. | 23.02. | Bishops house, Discussion on Child 20
2026 | Kottar Protection and development

with CRS staffs,
Bishops/VG’s,4 DSSS
Directors and project staffs

4. | 24.02. | Elankadai WCPE Followup Meeting 7
2026

5. | Feb All Villages Family visit, Donar visit, 106
2026 Champion Visit, Parish

leaders visit, Children
Commission leaders visit.

2. James Tombuer Mobile Palliative Care

SLNO | Date Name of the Village Number of the
Patient

1. 02/02/2026 Kanniyakumari & Vavuthurai | 4 & 3
2. 09/02/2026 Kovalam 6
3. 20/02/2026 Enayam, Periyavillai 7,1
4. 23/02/2026 Kovalam 7
5. 27/02/2026 Kanniyakumari 4

Vavuthurai 4

Total 36
3. Family Development — Income Generation
Date Activity Completed
Beneficiaries

01.02.2026 Conduct Cluster Meeting 15
to
28.02.2026

24 2026 APRIL KOTTAR NEWSLETTER



01.02.2026 Visiting the active families for the 178
to preparation of the activity plans and update
28.02.2026 | the SW map
01.02.2026 Prepare and upload the fund withdrawal
to plans for active families in DDMS, and send | 178
28.02.2026 the upload details to the program manager
01.02.2026 Generate the active families fund withdrawal
to applications in DDMS and send the list to the | 130
28.02.2026 program manager
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7. WSSO LTSHT GereTillsems @UISEsLD
QFwisbLITBess6iT
olewi | BHd) @)L 1b Qzuwisoun(h 6T6wT 6
f: J50%:
1 10.02.2026 | en&Hoi Fr.Bruno osisuitssit 29
SIVIEUEVSHLD Hewevenloulled BliTeuras @
Fal LD HewL OLIBBSI.
2 03.02.2026 | GoeOgmDETLGITT | LUl Fhisld 13
OHTLBISILLL &)
3 16.02.2026 | Sedrawim@Lor ST 2_6wiiTe) 18
4 22.02.2026 | Gemeven BT SITUGHT 2_6WIiT6eY 22
8. dlymblw eMflijemrieyd i Lib
6. . . unIGs
S6iT (5% GFwedun(® AL by
HEWILTEN6NTELD,
fHSTYTLD, FJ6v,
14.02 RMP Career Academy | Gamewid, &mlevgibasi,
1 2026 BCaxitey 10 emOWIhIG6TED Copeugsmmud eyewL, 385
BLHSILLL . @TTEITEYT,
Hl9HBMTeTCaHT600ND,
61LLTLDGML
17.02. Qumr@ent LulmB . -
2 2026 GULDMISLILIL L G). RMP w6l oiyisLd o8
22.02 BT GLOHMHB6IT . .
3 2026 | 6AMID SYFIDINBSUILILL Sl SibLoTegaileneT 26
RMP ul giosiimé@ap,
BMVHG () SMemIbE
FpS D6IL_HHIG6IT [HLOGLD
OF H1b@A spereuT?
25.02. . . .
4 2026 SI6060FI CxeuFsTUIDLOG| 6L 13
femsbalpeaeut? er6iis
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BLSHSHLULILL FI.
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HTETELT EWIH6IT Fhidb
2 miifenesit &\ mLoewor
5 Wageufl | 2 _selsh CeTenswins b. BITEOTTEY,T 25
17500 @@ gmsHE
GULDMIGBLILIL L G
ST GLHMSHH6N LO6Is
6 Wuigeu L Gasmevorid 45
BB SemsoliLuiBe
GULDMRIGBLILIL L ).
UBDIBHTL HpID BoD0s,
FpIsre GHTUIHENTsL HbHHMeralene,
7 meu UTASSILL L BUTHEHEHE | LBenel, DInIEeener, 9
4 .3000 &iHD LOTHTHAT B memowITTyID, &6,
2 FHalH0HTens 6TL_LMLD6WL,
GULDRIBLILIL L ). FlH BT 6 Hmemnid
yefuig 1o6vH6Y  &BTLILIGLD
. FhHHH h.10000
8 ayeurl Oevstisd o 6w EGRIRN 30
GULDRIBLILIL L I
BTN,
WGHHHIO 2 SHlimd Siogreigelsner,
9 LCayeur FRIBRIBET  Een6mlhdHl SIGHSHENBHBIT, 12
(5.29000 G&TBSHSHI6T6N6T. JTEQM6YT, LOBEN6Y,
OHNHTLOM] & 6MLD
@mphdH mUllenT DLbBEF
. OFeveBHM® (M. 6000 . . .
10 | Woyeuf SR FTTLN60 UFLONT&HSHeImISLTLD 45
GULDMRIBLILIL L &)
Frenev OF el
. OpBEhFTEMEVS HIMBSHE . .
11 | (ayeufl o@D CETBHE! FHSTLTLD 40
FREFWIWIOUL L ).
9. Kottar Kolping
Training
Date Place Topic Partic
ipants
5-2-2026 | Chinnamuttom | Annual Planning and Leadership 37
Quality
5-2-2026 | Melmidalam Leadership Quality 40
5-2-2026 | Anjukutuvilai Dengue, Malaria Fever Symptoms 16
and remedy
5-2-2026 | Periyavilai Protect the women child 23
8-2-2026 | Ettamadai Leadership Quality 18
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10-2-2026 | Kesavanputhen | Annual Plan 13
thurai
10-2-2026 | Helen Nager Dengue, Malaria Fever Symptoms 39
and remedy
10-2-2026 | Arockiapuram Adolph Kolping values 18
11-1-2026 | Rajjakamangala | Financial management and annual 20
mthurai planning
11-2-2026 | Kottilpadu Family Values 20
11-10-2026| Pallam Dengue, Malaria Fever Symptoms 20
and remedy
17-2-2026 | Pillaithoopu Financial Management 20
17-2-2026 | Melmidalam Good touch and bad touch 40
17-2-2026 | Pillaithoopu Financial Management 20
20-2-2026 | Vaniyakudy Annual Planning 40
23-2-2026 | Erumpili Leadership Quality 15
23-2-2026 | Kadiyapattinam | Dengue, Malaria Fever Symptoms 50
and remedy
25-2-2026 | Kovalam Strengthening the family values 42
26-2-2026 | Colachel Leadership quality 30
27-2-2026 | Maramady Financial Management 30
Special Activities
Sl. | Date Place Activity Participants
no in number
1. | 02-2- | Anjukootuvilai The sangam members donated 20
2026 Rs.2000/- to Heart patient for
Medicine expense
2 | 14-2- | Kadiyapattinam | The sangam members donated 20
2026 |1 Rs.1500/- to Purchase healthy
food to a Poor children.
3 | 17-2- | Colachel The sangam members donated 20
2026 Rs.3000/- to Accident patient
for Medicine expense
4 | 18-2- | Vaniyakudy Donation to Women Ashram 20
2026 at Pannipothai (Food Items
Rs. 7000/- worth)
5 | 26-2- | Azhical Donation to Poor family 25
2026 (Food Items Rs. 3000/-
worth)
Fr. T. Penno Raj

Executive Director, Kottar Social Service Society.
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Diocesan Collections

Martyr Devasahayam Devasahayam Mount (2019) 1,400
From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026 Sarel 9,873
Devasahayam mount (2020) 3,100 | Thittuvilai 500
Total 3,100 | Annai Nagar 4,480
Holy Childhood Total 969,795
From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026 Communio India
Carried Forward 190,141 From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026
Krishnankoil 2,495 | Devasahayam Mount 950
Thalavaipuram (Kattuvilai) 2,180 | Total 950
Kil Asaripallam 3,300 Prison Ministry
Siluvai Nagar 1,500 From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026
Chinna Muttom 2,750 | Carried Forward 470,990
Kottilpadu 2,000 | Kottilpadu 2,000
Pillaithope 3,818 | Sarel 10,064
Nesavalarveethi 2,099 | Total 483,054
Vadasery 2,356 Mission Sunday
Asaripallam 1,040 From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026
Puthugrammam 2,884 Carried Forward 2,564,681
Vavathurai 4,361 | Kottilpadu 15,500
Kanyakumari 21,895 | Annai Nagar 4,040
Devasahayam Mount (2018) 1,100 | Total 2,584,221
Thittuvilai 500 Delhi Relif
Simon CoIony 2,730 From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026
Annai Nagar 4,029 | Devasahayam Mount 2,250
Total 251,178 | Total 2,250
Communication Sunday Seminary Fund
From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026 From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 20, 2026
Carried Forward 475,873 Devasahayam Mount 10,000
Kottilpadu 1,600 Mr. Alfred Villvarayan, Anbiam - 7,
Devasahayam Mount (2019) 950 Anandhannagar , 10,000
Sarel 12,839 Mrs. Susiha, Kgnyakuman . . 1,000
Total 491,262 St. Eaul S Semlr.1ary, Tiruchirapalli 10,000
Bible Sunday Christ Hall Semme‘ary, Karumgthur 2,000
From Feb. 21’ 2026 to Mar. 20’ 2026 Mr. Darney Tressllne, Thalavalpuram 4,000
Carried Forward 950,742 Thittuvilai (Patoral Visit Collection) 18,168
Kottiloadu 1,900 Mrs. Anthoniammal Vimala,
DevaZahayam Mount (2018) 900 | Nagercol 3,000
Mrs. Ayneese, Kurusady 1,000

32 2026 APRIL KOTTAR NEWSLETTER



1,000
1,000
1,000

Mr. Rayar, Vattakarai
Mr. Germanuse Alex, Vattakarai
Mrs. Sornam, Kottar
Narchithi Panikuzhu' - Women,

Enayam Puthenthurai 25,000
Mr. Mosus, Kanyakumari 1,000
Mr. Joseph Sornadhas, Vattakarai 2,000
Mr. Weslin, Muttom 2,000

Mr. Jose Advacate, Punnai Nagar 10,000
Mrs. Maria Celin Jerold,

Kil Asaripallam 1,000
Mrs. Catharinal Joseph,

Kil Asaripallam 1,000
Mrs. Pushpam, Kil Asaripallam 2,000
Mr. Nicolas, kil Asaripallam 2,000
Mrs. Mary Emily Prema,

Kil Asaripallam 500
CHF Community, Nagercoil 5,000
Tr. Santha Rajareegam,

Kanyakumari 25,000
Mr. Berchmans Raj, Nagercoil 10,000
Total 1,48,668

Cumulated Masses
From Feb. 21, 2026 to Mar. 24, 2026

Alanchy Vicariate :

Enayam 9,300
Enayam Puthenthurai 7,500
Mangalakuntu 2,700
Alanchy (Jan.) 2,100
Alanchy (Feb.) 3,750
Kanavoor 1,500
Midalam 1,200
Colachel Vicariate :

Kottilpadu (Jan. & Feb.) 4,650
Colachel 27,900
Kalimar ( Jan. & Feb.) 600
Periavilai 3,600
Simon Colony (Jan. & Feb.) 8,100
Muttom Vicariate :

Kadiapattanam 11,250
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Annai Nagar (Dec., Jan. & Feb.) 8,400
Kanyakumari Vicariate :

Chinna Muttom 1,200
Kil Manakudy (Jan. & Feb.) 4,650
Thamaraikulam 3,150
Vavathurai 900
Manakudy 2,550
Sahayapuram 72,150
Kottar Vicariate :

Maravankudieruppu 4,500
Kil Asaripallam 8,400
N.G.O. Colony 3,750
Vetha Nagar (Jan.& Feb) 2,100
Mela Ramanputhoor 7,500
Nagercoil 16,500
Kottar 14,400
Carmel Nagar 5,100
Vattakarai 10,500
Thalavaipuram 1,350
Anandhannagar 1,200
Punnai Nagar 3,300
Ponnappa Nadar Colony 1,200
Devasahayam Mount Vicariate :
Vadasery 1,650
Devasahayam Mount 8,250
Rajavoor 265,500
Others :

Fr. John Benitto 750
Total 5,33,100

Priest Contribution - Abroad

11.02.2026 - Fr. Amalathas
Thensingh

02.03.2026 - Fr. Xavier Raj Sam
Total

2,00,000
25,000
2,25,000

From
Fr. J. Francis Xavier
Financial Administrator
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DIOCESAN CHRONICLES

o March 2026 o

01 | Pastoral Visitat Thittuvilai Parish.

02 | Bishop con-celebrated the Funeral Mass of the repose of the Soul
of late Mrs. Saloma Mary, mother of Rev Fr. Chrispin Bonifas at
Manakudy.

Bishop participated in the Campus Priests Meeting at the Bishop's
House.

03 |Bishop chaired the Extended Curia Meeting at the Bishop's
House.

Bishop presided over the Senate Meeting at the Bishop's House.

04 |Bishop celebrated the Holy Mass at Sahayapuram.
Bishop chaired the Special Finance Committee Meeting at the
Bishop's House.

Bishop participated in the English Medium Schools Board
Meeting at the Bishop's House.

06 |Bishop had a short meeting with Msgr. Dean Marin, the Vicar
General of the Archdiocese of Adelaide at the Bishop's House.

Bishop participated in the Nursing College Board Meeting at the
Bishop's House.

07 | Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of the repose of the Soul of
late Mrs. Maria Glory, mother of Rev Fr. Maria Selvan at Enayam
Puthenthurai.

Bishop participated in the Platinum Jubilee Celebration of Then-
Oli at Assisi Campus, Nagercoil.

08 | Bishop celebrated the Holy Mass at Claret Mount, Sub-station of
Chekkady.

09 | Bishop led the Self—Reliance Meeting at the Bishop's House.

12 | Bishop blessed the commencement ceremony for the Nursing
College Hostel Building at Puthalam.
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13

Bishop participated in the seminar organized by the NIMHANS
and delivered a meaningful talk on the topic “Prevention of
Suicide Tendency” in Kanyakumari District.

Bishop participated in the Trust Hospital Board Meeting at Trust
Hospital.

14

Bishop participated in the DPC Meeting at the Animation Centre.

Bishop participated in the Fisheries College Board Meeting at the
Bishop's House.

16

Bishop celebrated the Holy Mass for the Common Juniorate
Inaugural Function at Holy Cross College.

18

Bishop participated in the Education Board Meeting at the
Bishop's House.

19

Bishop celebrated the Feast Mass of St. Joseph at Adoration
Chapel, Bishop's House.

Bishop participated in the BLML at St. Xavier's Hall.

22

Pastoral Visit at Alanchy Parish.

23

Bishop presided over the VF Meeting at the Bishop's House.

Bishop participated in the Joint Meeting of Nithis at the Bishop's
House.

27

Bishop met the Deacons of Kottar Diocese and engaged with a
heartfelt conversation at the Animation Centre.

28

Bishop chaired the Finance Committee Meeting at the Bishop's
House.

Bishop participated in the Passion Play Drama at Scott Christian
College.

29

Bishop celebrated the Palm Sunday Mass at Kottar.

30

Bishop preached the Lenten Recollection for the Diocesan Clergy
at Animation Centre.

Bishop celebrated the Chrism Mass at Assisi, Nagercoil.
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Bishop’s Programme - April 2026

Date |Time Place Program  / “'“;r
02 [18.30|Keeriparai Holy Thursday |
03 [18.00 | Kottar Good Friday Service &

Way of the Cross
04 |11.00 | Kottar Easter Vigil Mass

05 [07.00 | Adoration Monastery | Easter Mass
07 {10.00 | Animation Centre Seminar

15.00 | Bishop's House Consult Meeting

08 |17.00 | Sahayagiri Presbytery Blessing
11 {10.30 | St. John's College, | Convocation
Ammandivilai

14.30 | Bishop's House Meeting with the parents of Ordinandi
12 {17.30 | Kottar Priestly Ordination

16 [17.00| St. Xavier's Hall BLML

17 115.00 | Bishop's House KSSS Board Meeting

18-21 Udupi Episcopal Ordination of Bishop-Elect
Msgr. Leslie Clifford D'Souza

26 Chinnavilai Pastoral Visit

27 109.00 | Bishop's House Selection of New Seminarians

Important Days of April 2026

World Health Day Ambedkar Remembrance Day

18" April
World Heritage Day World Earth Day

National Panchayati Raj Day / \ World Intellectual Property Day
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Greetings and Prayers

. April - 2026 |
HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR FATHERS
Fr. Selvaraj L. 01.04.1972 . J
Fr. Selvan M. 02.04.1981 B
Fr. Selvan A. 05.04.1979 ﬁ A
Fr. Vijayan Rajan Babu A.  07.04.1982 T M
Fr. Arul Raj V. 08.04.1961 STop ?5‘4
~\.

Fr. Antony Arul Jerald S, 10.04.1977 2R vl glf\*')'
Fr. Michael Raj A. 12.04.1975 =
Fr. Raju I. 12.04.1976 | Fr. Raj C. 21.04.1970
Most Rev. Nazarene Soosai 13.04.1963 | Fr. Xavier Raj Sam M.  22.04.1974
Fr. John Benitto L. 13.04.1984 | Fr. Arulappan S. 25.04.1946
Fr. Antroose T. 14.04.1972 | Fr. Marceline De Pores  26.04.1947
Fr. John Rose J. 14.04.1976 | Fr. Sahaya Belix A. 26.04.1981

16.04.1970
17.04.1975

Fr. Antony R.
Fr. Kildos A.

Fr. Satheesh Kumar Joy J. 29.04.1973
Fr. Vincent P. 30.04.1947

NECROLOGY

e

Rest In Peace

Fr. Paul Sebastian Fernandez  06.04.1957

Fr. Antony D.C. 06.04.1968
Fr. Xavier Rajamony L. 10.04.1989
Fr. Honorius E. 12.04.2001
Fr. Peter Thomas, ocd 18.04.1944
Fr. George N.J. 26.04.1990
Fr. Augustine Fernando 30.04.1978

LET US REMEMBER OUR DECEASED PRIESTS!

Ve

in Peace.

she Rest in Peace.

CONDOLENCES

& KNL condoles the demise of Mrs. Saloma Mary (70), Mother of
Rev. Fr. Chrispin Bonifas on 02.03.2026 at Manakudy. May she Rest

KNL condoles the demise of Mrs. Maria Glory (77), Mother of
Rev. Fr. Maria Selvan on 07.03.2026 at Enayamputhenthurai. May

~N

J
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Fr. Francis Xavier Fr. Nithya Sahayam E.  06.04.1997
Nelson J. 02.04.1989 | Fr. Grace Gunabal

Most Rev. Nazarene Arachy J. 07.04.1991
Soosai 02.04.1989 | Fr. Amaladhas Tensingh

Fr. Ubald M. 02.04.1989 | Alexander 07.04.2002
Fr. Ajan Charles P. 03.04.2005 | Fr. Antony R. 07.04.2002
Fr. Alwin Mathan Raj S.  03.04.2005 | Fr. Anthonyappan P. 07.04.2002
Fr. Antony Sahaya Fr. Antony Claret S. 07.04.2002
Anand A. 03.04.2005 | Fr. Anto Vijayan J. 07.04.2002
Fr. Dunston A. 03.04.2005 | Fr. Felix Alexander S.  07.04.2002
Fr. Elphinston Kishore A. 03.04.2005 | Fr. John Robert Julius J.  07.04.2002
Fr. Evangelian M. Besky  03.04.2005 | Fr. Kildos A. 07.04.2002
Fr. John Rose J. 03.04.2005 | Fr. Leon Henson S. 07.04.2002
Fr. Kingsly Jones P. 03.04.2005 | Fr. Lawrence S.P. 07.04.2002
Fr. Spencer Jeice A. 03.04.2005 | Fr. Ajin Raj PA 07.04.2024
Fr. Dominic S. Fr. Antony Jose R. 07.04.2024
(Joseph Bernard Rosario) 04.04.1988 Fr. Arun Pravin A. 07.04.2024
Fr. Aloysius M. Benziger  06.04.1986 Fr Bruno Bonso G. 07.04.2024
Fr. John Bosco V. 06.04.1986 | £ john Britto T, 07.04.2024
Fr. Johnson S.P. 06.04.1997 | £ Saleen Johnrose J.  07.04.2024
Fr. John Robinson T. 06.04.1997
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Fr. Antony Prabhu A.
Fr. Dony Jerome A.

Fr. George Gabriel
Kishore X.

Fr. Joseph Raj Lenin
Fr. Maria Joseph Sibu

Fr. Michael Newman A.

Fr. Raymond P.

Fr. Sahaya Antony L.
Fr. Sahaya Jerome A.
Fr. Saju A.

Fr. Arul M.

Fr. Maria Soosai P.
Fr. Devadhas P.

Fr. John Bellarmin T.
Fr. Patrick Xavier J.R.

Fr. Stanley Sahaya
Seelan M.

Fr. Antonydas Stalin D.

Fr. Joseph Calins M.
Fr. Stephen Henry C.
Fr. Clatton S.

Fr. Francis M. Borgia
Fr. Amalraj V.
Fr.Raju |.

Fr. Vincent Edwin R.
Fr. Sam Mathew F.
Fr. Stephen A.

Fr. Sebastian S.

Fr. Ralf Grand Mathan L.

Fr. Answell Ralist K. R
Fr. Rudolf Sangith U.
Fr. Shajan Cecil S.

08.04.2018
08.04.2018

08.04.2018
08.04.2018
08.04.2018
08.04.2018
08.04.2018
08.04.2018
08.04.2018
08.04.2018
10.04.1983
10.04.1983
10.04.1994
10.04.1994
10.04.1994

10.04.1994
11.04.1999
11.04.1999
11.04.1999
14.04.1996
15.04.1977
15.04.2007
15.04.2007
15.04.2007
15.04.2007
15.04.2007
15.04.2007
15.04.2007
16.04.2023
16.04.2023
16.04.2023

Most Rev. Peter Remigius 18.04.1966
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Fr. Arul Joseph .

Fr. Berchmans Michael

Kenet F.

Fr. Christu Rajamony M.

Fr. John Augustus M.

Fr. Antony Arul Jerald S.

Fr. Antony Gomez P.
Fr. Arul Seelan P.

Fr. Joseph Arul Stalin M.
Fr. Joseph Wales Raja M.

Fr. Xavier Raj Sam
Fr. Amal Raj M.

Fr. Amutha Valan M.
Fr. Babiyans S.

Fr. Brabu G.

Fr. Chrispin Bonifas C.

Fr. Christo Dabin L.
Fr. Joseph Raj A.

Fr. Vijayan Rajan Babu A.

Fr. John Nickson S.
Fr. John Vino P.

Fr. Michael Einstein S.

Fr. Paniadimai J.
Fr. Rekvin |.

Fr. Siluvai Franko
Francis P.

Fr. Anbarasan A.
Fr. Edward L.

Fr. Gnana Dhas S.
Fr. Golridge Jim J.

Fr. Merlin Rengith
Ambrose A.

Fr. Soosai Antony P.
Fr. John Kennedy A.

Fr. Maria Gladston G.
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18.04.1993

18.04.1993
18.04.1993
18.04.1993
18.04.2004
18.04.2004
18.04.2004
18.04.2004
18.04.2004
18.04.2004
18.04.2010
18.04.2010
18.04.2010
18.04.2010
18.04.2010
18.04.2010
18.04.2010
18.04.2010
18.04.2021
18.04.2021
18.04.2021
18.04.2021
18.04.2021

18.04.2021
19.04.2009
19.04.2009
19.04.2009
19.04.2009

19.04.2009
19.04.2009
22.04.1990
22.04.1990
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Fr. Maria Soosai
Vincent G.

Fr. Michael Angelus L.
Fr. Antroose T.
Fr. Dionysius L.

Fr. Gino Jose Prakash
Mathew M.

Fr.PennoRaj T.

Fr. Satheesh Kumar Joy J.

Fr. Joseph Romald G.

Fr. Perpetual Antony M.

Fr. Jagan C.
Fr. Jeniber Edison K.

Fr. Jeya Chandra
Ruban S.

Fr. Selvan A.

Fr. Thomas
Arulanandam J.

Fr. Anil Joseph J.
Fr. Anto Jerabin E.
Fr. Jenish Kavin A.
Fr. John Bosco J.
Fr. Kilbin Reegan 1.
Fr. Rejin C.

Fr. Sahaya Jipson
Anish A.

Fr. Sahaya Milon T.

Fr. Vigin Bright L.

Fr. Vins Siju Bysingh V.
Fr. Francis Xavier J.

Fr. John Thamasque N.

Fr. Maria Dhas K.

Fr. Anto Vinoth kumar S.

Fr. Antony Pitchai C.
Fr. Michael Raj A.

40

22.04.1990
22.04.1990
22.04.2001
22.04.2001

22.04.2001
22.04.2001
22.04.2001
23.04.1995
23.04.1995
23.04.2006
23.04.2006

23.04.2006
23.04.2006

23.04.2006
24.04.2022
24.04.2022
24.04.2022
24.04.2022
24.04.2022
24.04.2022

24.04.2022
24.04.2022
24.04.2022
24.04.2022
26.04.1987
26.04.1987
26.04.1987
27.04.2003
27.04.2003
27.04.2003
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Fr. Michael Raj B.

Fr. Pushparaj L.

Fr. Selvaraj J.

Fr. Xavier Lawrence J.
Fr. Ball Kalvert S.

Fr. Doege Reuson I.
Fr. Justin Avinash A.
Fr. Stefin Ruslin Raj M.
Fr. Yesu Pravin B.

Fr. Anbin Devasahayam S.
Fr. Antony Berdic Bruno A.

Fr. Jeba Margin A.
Fr. Kinglsy Shaju S.
Fr. Sahaya Sunil T.
Fr. Sahaya Wilson K.
Fr. Suresh S.

Fr. Wilson L.

Fr. Tharsius Raj L.
Fr. Benziger P.

Fr. John Rufus T.
Fr.Raj C.

Fr. Selvaraj L.

Fr. Soosai Antony J.
Fr. Stephen M.

Fr. Arockia Jenish A.

Fr. George Clement M.

Fr. Gnanasekaran J.
Fr. Jaksas Elango S.
Fr. John Britto S.

Fr. Jose J. Besk
(Duraiswammy)

Fr. Philip Arockia
Thiviyan G.

27.04.2003
27.04.2003
27.04.2003
27.04.2003
27.04.2025
27.04.2025
27.04.2025
27.04.2025
27.04.2025
28.04.2019
28.04.2019
28.04.2019
28.04.2019
28.04.2019
28.04.2019
28.04.2019
28.04.2019
29.04.1984
30.04.2000
30.04.2000
30.04.2000
30.04.2000
30.04.2000
30.04.2000
30.04.2017
30.04.2017
30.04.2017
30.04.2017
30.04.2017

30.04.2017

30.04.2017
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A
Most Rev. Jerome Dhas Varuvel, SDB
Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Kuzhithurai

(21.10.1951 - 24.03.2026)

It is with profound sorrow that the Diocese of Kottar offers its =
heartfelt sympathy at the passing of Most Rev. Jerome Dhas
Varuvel, SDB (74), Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Kuzhithurai,
who has entered into eternal rest in the Lord.

As the first Bishop of Kuzhithurai, we gratefully recall his
devoted service, pastoral leadership, and tireless commitment to
building up the faith and unity of the Church. His gentle spirit,
missionary zeal, and dedication to the people of God remain an
enduring legacy.

We join the clergy, religious, and faithful of Kuzhithurai in
‘prayerful remembrance, commending his soul to the mercy of
» Christ, the Good Shepherd. May the Lord reward him abundantly
for his labours in the vineyard of the Church and grant him eternal

peace.

In the mind of Christ,
Most Rev. Nazarene Soosai, Bishop of Kottar
The Clergy, The Religious
and the Faithful of the Diocese of Kottar
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