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ToMAGE

Rev. Fr. Soosai Antony J.
1972 - 2026

With deep sorrow, the Diocese of Kottar
, announces the passing of our beloved priest, Rev. Fr.
lﬁ . J. Soosai Antony, at the age of 54.
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* Fr. Soosai Antony was a man of extraordinary
generosity and compassion, whose devotion to
Mother Mary guided his ministry and inspired
countless faithful. He was not only a spiritual leader but also a true friend to

all who crossed his path, always ready with a listening ear and a caring heart.

His parishioners cherished him deeply, for he led them with faith,
humility, and love. He was well-connected with people from all walks of life,
building bridges of understanding and kindness wherever he went. Beyond
his pastoral duties, he dedicated himself to uplifting the younger generation,
encouraging and supporting many to pursue higher studies and achieve their
dreams.

Fr. Soosai Antony’s life was a living witness to the Gospel—marked by
service, devotion, and a profound commitment to nurturing both faith and
education. His legacy will continue to shine through the lives he touched and
the seeds of hope he planted in so many hearts.

May his soul rest in eternal peace, and may we honour his memory by
carrying forward his spirit of generosity, devotion, and faith.

His Life Journey

Native Parish : Muttom

Date of Birth 0 12.01.1972

Parents : Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Angel Mary

Priestly Ordination : 30.04.2000 at Kottar by Most Rev. Leon A. Tharmaraj
Priestly Ministries

Parochial Administrator: Manjalumoodu (2000 - 2001)

Parish Priest : Kovalam (2001-2005), Pillaithope(2010-2015),

Alanchy (2016-2017), Pallam (2018-2023),
Konam (2023-2026)

Director . CPD (2005-2010)

Co-Ordinator : Medical College Project (2017-2018)
Member . Senate (2020-2023)

Demise 0 11.04.2026

Burial : 13.04.2026 at Priests’ Cemetery, Muttom

Cover Page 1 : Fr. Anil Joseph



Bishop's Message

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers, Greetings of the Season!

It has been the cherished annual grace of our diocese to celebrate priestly
ordinations on Mercy Sunday, the Sunday following Easter. With hearts full
of gratitude, we, as the Diocese of Kottar, thank God for the gift of seven
new priests to our diocese this year. It is truly a grace-filled moment for our
diocese made possible by the loving sacrifice of their parents, the
exemplary life and guidance of the parish priests, the dedication of
formators and all those who accompanied them on their journey to the altar
of the Lord. As they begin their sacred ministry, we assure them of our
priestly fraternity and encouragement that their lives may bear abundant
fruit in the vineyard of the Lord (cf. Jn 15:16). We also pray that the Risen
Lord who called them by name may bless them richly and make them
faithful shepherds after His own heart.

Thinking about the number and need for future priests as well as their
formation at this crucial juncture, I believe, must be one of the foremost
concerns of our diocese. It is true that God has abundantly blessed us with a
considerable number of priests over the years. However, the present
situation suggests that the once widely held belief of Kottar being a fertile
ground for priestly vocations is gradually fading. The years ahead may
witness a significant decline in the number of ordinands along with a
noticeable reduction in vocations to the priesthood in our diocese. This
emerging reality calls for a renewed sense of responsibility among all of us,
clergy, religious and laity alike, to foster a culture that nurtures and supports
vocations. | think that we must invest more intentionally in the spiritual,
pastoral and human formation of young people. It is indeed a sign of the
times that calls us to read the present reality with discernment encouraging
them to listen attentively to God's call and to respond with generosity.

In light of the above, it is fitting to recall the words of Pope Leo IV in his
message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations on the 4" Sunday of
Easter — April 26, Sunday. He said: “I invite everyone, in families, parishes
and religious communities, as well as bishops, priests, deacons, catechists,
educators and all the faithful, to commit themselves more fully to creating
conditions that allow this gift to be embraced, nourished, protected and
accompanied, so that it may bear abundant fruit. Only when our
surroundings are illumined by living faith, sustained by constant prayer and
enriched by fraternal accompaniment can God's call blossom and mature,
becoming a path of happiness and salvation for individuals and for the
world. By embarking on the path that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, shows us,
we come to know more deeply both ourselves and the God who calls us.” As
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he cautions, we cannot lament over or remain complacent by merely
explaining away or justifying the decline of vocations in our families and
parishes. Rather, the real challenge lies in our failure to take responsibility
for fostering such conditions. We are therefore called to renew our
commitment with sincerity and urgency to actively promote and support
genuine vocations.

All of us must be aware of the diocesan vocation camp held last weekend.
The selection of new seminarians took place on April 27, Monday. It was
disappointing and disheartening to note that only eighteen candidates
attended the selection, most of them in the tenth standard. To best of our
knowledge, this may be the lowest number of candidates so far. What does
this indicate? Is it a lack of interest among the youth in the priesthood or is it
due to the decreasing number of children in families? It is also noteworthy
that, among those who attended, except for two, the others came from
families with only one or two children. How are we to understand this
situation? At the same time, many of the boys mentioned that their parents
were supportive of their choice of priesthood. Hence, it is clear that what
matters most is the proactive involvement of families, parish priests and the
faithful in fostering vocations.

It is important here to highlight the vital role of the parish priest in fostering
vocations. As Pope John Paul II reminds us, “Every priest is responsible for
promoting vocations through example, word and prayer” (Message for the
World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 1996). Likewise, Pope Benedict XVI
offers a practical insight: “Priest must cultivate a special sensitivity to
recognise the seeds of vocation in young people and help them to grow.” Ina
similar spirit, Pope Francis emphasises that a good shepherd knows his
young people and patiently accompanies them in discovering God's plan for
their lives (Address to the Parish Priests, 2018).

The above reflections underline that vacations do not emerge in isolation
but are nurtured through attentive pastoral care, authentic witness and
prayerful support. Therefore, dear brother priests, let us renew our
commitment to encourage and promote vocations in our parishes, through
our lives, our ministry and our closeness to the young, remembering always
that every vocation is God's gift, a blessing of His grace entrusted to our
care. To conclude, we entrust our prayers to Blessed Virgin Mar, Mother of
priests, asking her to intercede for an abundance of vocations in our
parishes. May she inspire many hearts to say “yes” to God's call, for every
vocation is truly His blessing and grace!

In the mind of Christ,
Sd/-
+ Nazarene Soosai (Bishop of Kottar)
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DIOCESE OF KOTTAR
POLICIES & GUIDELINES WITH REGARD TO SENDING

DIOCESAN PRIESTS T0 HIGHER STUDIES AND MINISTRIES ABROAD

Introduction
1.1

1.2

Considering the large number of priests with which God has blessed
our diocese, and in view of the increasing demands and challenges to
priestly ministry arising from the complex socio-economic, political,
and cultural context of our district, there is an urgent need for our
diocesan priests to be well-qualified intellectually and adequately
equipped pastorally and professionally, and to continually update
themselves in the various areas related to their ministry.

In gratitude for the hundreds of missionaries from abroad, beginning
with St. Francis Xavier, our beloved patron, and from our
neighbouring state of Kerala, who planted and nurtured the faith in
our land, our diocese shall be generous in offering the services of our
priests to other dioceses in India and abroad that experience a
shortage of priests.

Higher Studies

2.1

2.2

23

2.3.1

All our diocesan priests are encouraged to attend periodic short term
courses in order to acquire up-to-date knowledge and expertise in
various areas of their ministry, relevant to the present and future
needs of the diocese. Such course shall not exceed two months in
duration. Each priest may undertake such a course once every three
years. Shorter courses lasting up to two weeks may also be
undertaken annually.

Proposals to attend such short-term courses may be submitted by
interested priests to the PP Board, which may recommend them to the
Bishop, who shall make the final decision. If permission is granted,
100% of the tuition fee shall be borne by the diocese, in addition to the
regular remuneration (congrua). For courses lasting for more than
one month, substitute priests may be arranged, if necessary, for
Sunday Mass by the diocesan administration.

With the written permission of the Bishop, priests may also pursue
higher studies in ecclesiastical or secular disciplines through distance
education. For studies in ecclesiastical sciences or in fields related to
pastoral ministry (such as pastoral care, pastoral management,
counselling, media, fine arts, law, etc.), the diocese shall meet 50% of
the tuition fee.

With the written permission of the Bishop, priests may also pursue
higher studies in ecclesiastical or secular disciplines through regular,
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2.4

full-time study. The application of the interested priest shall be
recommended to the Bishop by the Priests' Personnel Board,
indicating its preferences and the reasons for its recommendation.
For studies in ecclesiastical sciences or in fields related to pastoral
ministry (such as pastoral care, pastoral management, counselling,
media, fine arts, law, etc.), the diocese shall meet 50% of the tuition
fee.

Depending on the need of the diocese, the diocesan administration
shall seek to send the required number of priests for full-time
Master's level studies in ecclesiastical sciences or in disciplines
closely related to various areas of ministry in the diocese.

The selection of priests for such studies shall be made according to the

24.1

242

243

2.5

2.6

following procedures and conditions:

The Priests Personnel Board shall invite applications from interested
priests who have completed at least three years of ministry. It shall
then examine and present them to the Bishop, indicating its
preferences and the reasons for its recommendations, with regard to
the suitability of the applicants.

Such preferences shall be recommended by the Board on the basis of
the applicants' seminary reports, dedication and creativity in pastoral
ministry, especially in the area of specialization chosen, commitment
to the diocesan vision, and their general conduct.

Those selected shall pursue their Master's level studies preferably in
India, provided such courses are available in India. This is due to the
easier availability of scholarships, as well as the high quality and
greater pastoral relevance of the courses offered in India.

A select few among those who have completed their Master's level
studies and demonstrated commitment in ministry may be permitted
to pursue doctoral studies, in accordance with the needs of the
diocese. They may be given the option to pursue such studies in India
or abroad.

In cases where our diocesan priests are invited to join the staff of
regional or national seminaries, commissions, or Institutes of
Philosophy or Theology, they may be permitted to do so after due
consultation with the Diocesan Council of Consultors, even if they
have not completed the ordinarily required period of ministry in the
diocese.

Ministry in Other States and Abroad

3.1

Our diocese shall seek to enter into agreements with other dioceses in
India that experience a shortage of priests, so that our priests may be
encouraged to serve there in order to contribute to the evangelization
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3.2

3.2.1

322

323

324

3.3

3.3.1
332
333

3.3.4.

of the country and to be enriched by exposure to a different pastoral
context and culture. They shall ordinarily serve for a period of two
years, at the end of which they may be given the option to continue
their ministry there, with or without incardination in that diocese.

Our diocese shall seek to enter into agreements (“contracts”) with
dioceses abroad that experience a shortage of priests, so that our
diocesan priests may be sent there to assist them in pastoral ministry.
Priests who have completed at least six years of pastoral ministry in
the diocese may apply for such ministry abroad.

Their applications will be examined by the Diocesan Council of
Consultors, taking into consideration their seniority as determined by
the date of application, their commitment to ministry, their ability to
relate well with others, proficiency in the required language, and their
freedom from any addiction or sexual misconduct. The final decision
will be made by the Bishop.

They shall be permitted to minister there for the period stipulated in
the agreement established between the dioceses, which shall not
exceed ten years. This time limit will be carefully observed so that a
greater number of our priests may benefit from such pastoral
exposure and also to safeguard them from the possible alienation that
may result from an excessively prolonged stay abroad.

In such cases, excardination from our diocese should be ruled out
from the very outset and such a clause should be part of any contract
signed in this regard with all the parties concerned.

Since our priests are sent at the request of another diocese, the
receiving diocese shall make an annual contribution to our diocese
for the welfare of the diocese. If the receiving diocese does not make
such a contribution, the priests concerned are obliged to disclose their
monthly salary each year and to contribute half of their salary to our
diocese.

In the case of those priests of our diocese who themselves seek and
arrange ministry abroad, the Bishop may grant the necessary
recommendation letter upon the fulfilment of the following
conditions:

They must have already completed 6 years of ministry in the diocese.
They should be free from any misdemeanor, debt or addiction.

Permission for ministry abroad shall be granted for a period not
exceeding 5 years, excluding one year for language proficiency.

During the period of their ministry abroad, they are obliged to
disclose their monthly salary each year and to contribute one third of
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3.4.

3.4.1

3.5

their salary to our diocese, unless the diocese where they serve isin a
developing country.

There shall be a written agreement between the Diocesan Chancery
and the priests who go abroad for ministry.

Priests who fail to honour the agreement to contribute for more than
one year will be asked to return to the diocese.

Upon their return to the Diocese, the priests shall surrender to the
Diocese of Kottar any retirement funds, pensions, or other financial
benefits accrued during their ministry abroad. They will be provided
for by the Diocese of Kottar in the same manner and according to the
same standards as all other diocesan priests, ensuring equity and
fraternal support.

Serving in a Secular or Religious Institution

3.6

Priests who serve in a secular or religious institution, whether in India
or abroad, and who receive a regular monthly salary shall disclose
such income to the diocese and, in consultation with the Bishop,
determine the monthly contribution to be made to the diocese.

One Month Leave

4.

Priests may, with the permission of the Bishop, utilize the annual one-
month leave to which they are entitled according to Canon Law, to
undertake ministry in other dioceses, whether in India or abroad.
They may also accumulate such leave and avail themselves of two or
three months of leave after two or three years, respectively. However,
due to the nature of their office, Secretaries of Diocesan
Commissions and Directors of Diocesan Departments shall not be
eligible for such extension.

Sabbatical Updating

5.

Priests who have completed seven years of pastoral ministry in the
diocese may, with the permission of the Bishop, be granted a
sabbatical leave of one year, to be utilized for their spiritual renewal,
theologico-pastoral updating, or for a research or writing project.
Subsequent sabbatical leave may be granted after each further period
of seven years of ministry. If they undertake a program of spiritual
renewal or theologico-pastoral updating in India, approved by the PP
Board, the full course fees shall be borne by the diocese, in addition to
the regular remuneration (congrua). At the conclusion of the
Sabbatical, the priests shall submit a written evaluation of their
experience to both the Priests' Personnel Board and the Diocesan
Chancery.

07-04-2028 Most Rev. Nazarene Soosai

Bishop of Kottar
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COORDINATION OF COMMISSIONS

Special Activities - March 2026

1. Commission for Education (Fr. John Benitto L.)

e :
M 4. SR

(Photos: Career guidance programme for 12th students at St. John's Collage, Ammandivilai)

Special activities

o  G@aumpit uremg Career Guidance Programme :

e On 28" March, Qeaudpflt ureng Career Guidance Programme was conducted
at St. John's College. A total of 1007 students attended.

Training Sessions

e On 16" March, a session on Who can attend the Career Guidance programme
was conducted by Fr. John Benitto at Superintendent of School Office,
benefiting 25 Teachers.

th

e On28"March, asession on Way to success was conducted by Mr. Cyril Rose.

2. Commission for De-addiction (Fr. Francis Xavier Nelson J)
'.“; .ng 2l I - ! &

ms

(Photo: Addiction Awareness Rally at Konnakuzhivilai & Aruguvilai)

Special activities

e Fr. Nelson and his team conducted a series of training and awareness
programmes across multiple institutions and parishes.

e Special Addiction Awareness Seminar and Pledge on the theme of
Intoxicants Free Society at Konnakuzhivilai, Kuzhithurai Diocese, by Fr.
Nelson and 3 TATM Team Members, for 500 parishioners of all ages.
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Annual Lenten 12 Step AA Retreat for Recovering Priests for the
participations of 14 Recovering Priests of Tamilnadu at Mount Don Bosco,
Kotagiri by Fr. Nelson.

Suicide Prevention Gatekeeper Training at Arul Vazhvu Retreat Centre,
Kanyakumari by the collaboration of TATM and NIMHANS, Bangalore
benefiting 340 participants from all over Tamil Nadu.

Public Addiction Awareness Seminar, Pledge and Rally on the theme of
Intoxicants Free Society at St. Theresa of Little Flower Church, Aruguvilai
(Puthukudieruppu Parish), by Fr. Nelson and 10 TATM and JMAADD Team
Members, for 300 parishioners of all ages.

Session on “Emotions and Addictions” at Jesuit Ministry to Drug
Dependents, Carmel Nagar, for 32 Alcohol and Drug Dependents.

The Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course

The 11" class, " Psychotherapies for Couples with Marital Frictions,"
from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course at Holy
Cross College, Nagercoil, by Dr. Fr. Wilson .y c,,» Anugragha, Dindigul
benefiting 350 participants.

The 12" class, "Psychotherapies for Suicide Ideation," from the
Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course at Holy Cross
College, Nagercoil, by Dr. Ratna Robinson, Silverlining Centre, benefiting
350 participants.

The 13" class, ""Psychotherapies for Terminally 111, Bedridden & Dying,"
from the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course at Holy
Cross College, Nagercoil, by Dr. Fr. Xavier Benedict, Vicar General,
Kuzhithurai Diocese, benefiting 350 participants.

The 14" class, ""Psychotherapies for Conflict, Crisis & Trauma," from
the Challenges Guidance Psychotherapies Diploma Course at Holy Cross
College, Nagercoil, by Dr. Sr. Selvi, Principal, Holy Cross College and Dr. Fr.
Lawrence oy c,,» ROME, benefiting 350 participants.

a A.)

(Photo: Women's Day conference)

Special activities

Women's Day:

On 9" March, Women participated Rally and the conference at Anna Stadium,
Nagercoil.

An article about History of Women's Day written and handed over to Anbiya
Adithalam.
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e On 2" March, Women's Day Mass, Rally, Debate was conducted in Kottar
Parish.

e In Manakudy parish, women's day celebration was conducted. 140 members
participated.

e A special training was conducted on the topic Women's Day Celebration &
Women's Day History by Mrs. Parimalaselvi & Mrs. Elin Thang Vino at
Kurusady & Alanchy parishes. 108 women actively participated.

Spiritual Initiatives:
e Conducted a prayer service to stop [ran—Isreal War.
e Lenten way of the cross was conducted.

Charity Assistance:

e Atotal of T 6500 was provided to support the poor, the sick, ensuring timely
assistance for those facing financial and social challenges.

Trainings:

e Training sessions were organized on themes including Election Awareness
2026, Women Rights, The current situation of women, Lesson from Bible
Women and Iraimakkal Peravai 2024.

e Atotal of 75 women participated, gaining valuable guidance, awareness, and
practical tools to address social challenges and promote safety and women
empowerment.

4. Commission for Proclamation (Fr. S.P. Lawrence)

(Photo: A three-day Special diocesan level Lenten prayer service at Muttom)

Special activities

Charity and Pastoral Care Activities

e During the month, charitable assistance amounting to % 70,000 was given to
poor families, students and patients in need of medical care & Funeral service.
Along with this support, commission members visited the sick, offering
comfort, prayerful presence, and encouragement to those facing health
challenges.

Spiritual Enrichment Training Programmes

e A three-day Special Lenten Evangelization programme was conducted at
Muttom from March 6 to 8, with participation of more than 1,000 faithful.
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e On 10" March, Family counselling training was conducted by Fr. Alwin
Mathan. 20 people benefited.

e Reconciliation: Pathway to God's Grace training was conducted in some
parishes. 427 people benefited.

e A Leadership training was conducted on 07.03.2026 for Kurumpanai parish
people. 115 people participated.

e On07"March, Couple's Retreat was conducted at Assisi parish, 50 attended.

e The Youth Retreat was conducted at Christunagar parish. 135 Youth
benefited.

e Atwo-day Diocesan Retreat was conducted. 85 people participated.

e On 13" March, Lenten Retreat was conducted in Puthugramam parish. 125
people benefited.

e Training sessions were organized on themes such as the real repentance,
Lenten days, Our body is the temple of the Holy spirit and the final decisions
ofthe diocesan synod. A total of 143 participants took part in these sessions.

House Visits 185
Visits to Sick People & given counseling 50
Hospital Visits 70

5. Commission for Labour (Mr. Maria Sebastian Selvaraj)

(Photo: Special camp for Welfare workers at Alanchy)

Special activities

Strengthening:

e In Devasahayam Mount Vicariate, new executive members were elected.
Diocesan members also participated in the meeting. A total of 32 members
attended the meeting.

e ADiocesan level Meeting was conducted to discuss about May 1" meaningful
Labour Day celebration.

e Labour commission members participated the Women's Day Rally conducted
by Women's Commission.

e Special camp for Welfare workers took place at Alanchy Parish.
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6. Commission for Laity (Ms. Marsalin Rajula K.)

(Photos: Training sessions)

Special activities

Special Training Session:

Fr. A. S. Anand conducted a training session on 19" March at Devasahayam
Laity Training Centre, Assisi Campus on the Topic: “I have loved You”. 65
participated.

On the occasion of the feast of Annunciation a training on the topic 'Do the
Pious Associations motivate the growth of hero worship?” was organised.
Kottar vicariate Laity commission elected its new office bearers. The
diocesan Secretary Miss. Marsalin Rejula explained the duties of the office
bearers.

Trainings:

Around 20 training sessions were conducted by various pious associations.
Topics: Political Awareness: Assembly Election & Secularism, The Feast of
Annunciation, Dedication of Mary, Ignatian Spirituality, The History of CLC,
Journeying together in God's ways, Journeying together towards a new life,
Present challenges in the society, The impact of War in the Gulf countries, The
after effects of War, The chosen Royal Priesthood, Progressive Movement's
Activities for Social Change, 800 years commemoration of St. Francis of
Assisi, The Childhood of St. Francis of Assisi and his passion for Nature,
Child Abuse, Challenges faced by the Youth, Leading a Life pleasing to God,
Duties in the Society, New Life by the Resurrection. Helping Hands, Lets
receive anew vision with hopeful hearts.

Actotal of 2721 participants benefited.
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7. Conference of Religious India (Sr. Chinnarani SCC)

Special activities

e On 21" March, recollection was conducted on the Topic “Radicality of St.
Francis Assisi” at Carmel Higher Secondary School, Nagercoil.

e Simplicity, Humility and Commitment to Gospel values in the spirit of St.
Francis Assisi.

e Reconciliation, enabling the participant to experience spiritual renewal and
grace.

e Eucharist celebration brought a meaningful spiritual climax.
e Atotal number of 100 participants attended.

8. Commission for Family (Mr. Alphonse Polycarph L.)

Special activities

Training Programmes:

e On 1" March, a special training session for couples was conducted at
Nagercoil Parish, with the participation of 76 couples.

e On 22" March, a special training session for couples was conducted by Fr.
Felix Alexander at Parvathipuram Parish, with the participation of 33 couples.

e On 13" March, the Child rearing and care training was given by Mr. Felix
(KSSS group) at Christunagar Parish. 27 people participated.

e On 15" March, Elderly Patient Care training was conducted at Colachel by Sr.
Sheeba. 33 people participated.

e The Family Commission organized a series of training sessions on themes
such as Families: The Foundation of Virtues, Steps to Overcome Drug
Addiction, Accept the Poor families in the society, Family Dignity and
Values.A total of 127 participants benefited.

Charity Assistance to Families and Students:

e Charity assistance worth 35,000 and grocery items were provided to needy
families.

Visits to the Elderly and Sick:

e Homes were visited providing care, companionship and support, bringing
comfort and encouragement to those in need.

Promotion of Family Prayer:
e Morethan 72 families were visited and the habit of family prayer was insisted.

Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Animation Centre,

Bishop's house 47
Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Assisi campus, Nagercoil 74
Participants of Marriage Preparation Class, Colachel 68
Total number of Registrations at the Matrimonial Centre 78
Number of marriages took place through Matrimonial Centre 7
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9. Commission for Prison Ministry (Fr. Arul Eugene Roy)

(Photo: Lenten Retreat
& visit Assisi Ashramam)

Speclal act1v1t1es

e Lenten Retreat : On 19th, Lenten retreat was conducted by Fr. Jerry with 20
participants.

Visiting

e Visited Assisi Ashramam for Mentally challenged and met 62 inmates.
Groceries worth 0fZ15000/-, 7 Pasta boxes worth 0£ 34000 and cash donation
of 15000/-.

e Visited 17 Prisoners Families, distributed groceries worth of 2000 and cash
donation 0fX2000/- per family.

e Totally 368000 spent for the Families.

10. Commission for Children (Fr. Rudolf Sanglth U. )

(Photos: Lenten Retreat for Animators at Animation Centre/ New wing at Thittuvilai parish)

Special activities

e Spiritual Activities :Way of the cross was conducted by Children and
Animators in many parishes. A prayer was offered for the end to war and for
peace to prevail.

Training Programmes:

e Training sessions were conducted on topics such as Lenten Retreat, Why
should I study with dedication?, Let go of anger, Share Love, Let us respect
our parents, God's secret disciples, The importance of Reading, The true
Disciple Mission, Guardian Mission, The Final Mission. A total of 500
children and animators participated

e On 15" March, Lenten Retreat was conducted for Animators at Animation
Centre. 34 animators participated.

° Progress in Actlon On 22 March, the Children commission was newly
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e The first meeting of children commission was conducted at Vellamadam
Parish. 53 Children and 7 Animators actively participated.

e South Thamaraikulam parish celebrated Annual Day of the children
commission.

e Helping hands : In Vadasery parish, notebooks and stationery items were
distributed to the children in the Government Primary School. In
Thadikkarankonam parish children commission visited the underprivileged
children and provided them with whatever they brought. In Colachel Parish,
food and clothing were provided to persons with disabilities.

11. Commission for SC/ST (Fr. Jelbarin M.)
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(Photos: One-day diocesan-level pilgrimage at Velayuthapuram)

Special activities

Training:

e On 17" March, a training session titled “Do Not Harm Approach” was
conducted by George Rajendren, with 15 participants in attendance.

e A meeting-cum-training was organized at the vicariate level. During the
session, talks were delivered on Women's Day, Election Awareness, and
Parent—Child Relationship. A total of 48 people attended.

e The region congratulated Mrs. Asmi on her selection as the Parish Pastoral
Council Secretary of Kalimar  Parish.

Lentin Action: A Journey of Faith and Giving:

e  Our commission members collected a sum of *18,000 and handed it over to
the Director of Mercy Home, Karungulam. Secretary Rev. Fr. Jelbarin led the
Holy Mass, and the team offered prayers for the mentally challenged brothers.

e Under the guidance of South Zone Coordinator Mr. George Rajendran, the
team organized and carried out a one-day diocesan-level spiritual pilgrimage
at Velauthapuram.
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Special activities

e The secretary visited the Colachel Vicariate Secretary, Muttom Vicariate
parish priests and the houses the Differently — Abled persons.

e Differently- Abled commission was formed at Enayam Puthenthurai Parish.
e Alanchy Vicariate Meeting was conducted.

e The Diocesan Level Differently abled commission provided a small funding
to Ms. Jebarishika, a person with a disability from Kanavoor Parish, to
support her in initiating poultry farming as a means of livelihood.

13. Commission for Catechetics (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

(Photo: Training session/ Screening Biblical story)

Special activities

Trainings:

e A Special training programme on Introduction to the Bible was conducted for
the Catechetics Teachers of Alanchy and Colachel Vicariates. Fr. Clatton
guided the training. 343 teachers benefited from this training.

Exam:

e On 14" March, School Catechetics and Moral merit exam was conducted at
St.John's College Ammandivilai, 3225 students participated.

e On 20" March, School Catechetics and Moral Exam paper valuation was
conducted at CPD office.

Parish Level:
e On 1" March, Cultural day for the catechetics students was celebrated in
Kadiapattinam parish.

e On 02" March Teachers and students of Azhikal catechetics visited the sick
and old age people and distributed the necessary things to them.

e InRajakamangalamthurai Parish, catechetics group as Lenten special activity
visited the children home at Adaikalapuram and offered help.

e Kottar parish catechetics Teachers and students visited a home at Nithiravilai
and helped them with cash and groceries.

e On 15" March, a special training was given to Catechetics Teachers of
Kattuvilai Parish by Fr. JJ Henson. 20 teachers attended.

e Catechetics teachers and students conducted the way of the cross & Lenten
Retreat in the many parishes.
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A monthly on- going training on “The personality of Jesus” was conducted in
many parishes.

Biblical personality stories were screened in Manavilai, Pallam and Rajavoor.

14. Commission for Liturgy (Fr. John Jore Henson S.)

Special activities

On 15" March, a training on Let us be a new preacher was conducted at
Kanavoor parish by Fr. Sahaya Belix. 80 people attended.

On 17" March, training on Eucharist celebration was given to the members of
Enayam parish liturgical commission by Fr. Babiyans. 40 people attended.

On 19" March, a training was conducted on the History of Liturgy to the
liturgy group of Kadiapattinam by Fr. Anbarasan. 47 people participated.

A special Lenten retreat was conducted on 21" March for liturgy group
member of colachel vicariate by Fr. Clatton.

On 22" March, Liturgy group of Mela Asaripallam parish visited Navajeevan
Ashramam and help them with necessary things.

Three sick people were helped by the Maravankudieruppu liturgy group.
Monthly training was conducted in 19 parishes. Lenten Retreat was
conducted to the members of the Liturgy group in many parishes.

15. Commission for Counseling (Fr. Felix Alexander S.)

Special activities

On 22" March, Lenten Retreat for the members of Counselling ministry was
organised.

A training on Intimacy vs Distance between couples was held by Fr. Felix
Alexander at Assisi & Parvathipuram parishes benefiting 130 couples.

Seminar on Insomnia was held for Kanyakumari Vicariate Parishes by Mr.
Benz, benefiting 12 people.

Number of Individual Counselling 28

Number of Family Counselling 4

16. Commission for Inter Faith Dialogue (Mrs. Ansaline A.)
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(Photos: Training sessions)
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Special activities

Training:

e On 26" March, based on the theme of World Interfaith Harmony Week, a
training program titled 'Towards the Awakening of MINDS' was conducted
by Dr. A M. Arasu for the members of the women self-help group, who
brought together people of all faiths. This program was held for the first time
in the Muttom region at Kattuvilai. 100 people participated.

e On 10" March, Women's Day was celebrated with a focus on Interreligious
Women's Leadership. On that day a training was conducted under the theme
of Promoting unity and harmony by Dr. Subathra. 30 people from different
religions actively participated in this programme held at the Animation
Centre.

e Charity: As part of the Women's Day celebrations, financial assistance
amounting to X 5000/- was provided to a differently- abled woman.

e National Training: The secretary participated in the Interreligious workshop
training programme organized by NCBI, Bangalore on 04" March.

(Photo: Training at Colachel Vicariate)

Special activities

Training:

e On 02" March, A training on “Importance of Ecology” was conducted by Fr.
Curusu Carmel for the Bible & Basic Christian Unity commission at Simon
Colony Parish, with 12 participants attending.

e On 15" March, A training on “Importance of Ecology” was conducted for the
Kodimunai Basic Christian Community. 40 people participated.

18. Basic Christian Communities (Fr. Sahaya Glacin H.)
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(Photos: Training sessions)
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Special activities

Trainings:

Election Awareness was given to every unit.

Trainings were conducted at Parish Level on the following Topics: Women's
Day, Child Safety and Awareness, Leadership, The Aim of BCC, Love others
just as I love you, Blood donation, The goal of BCC and strategies to have
effective function.

Charity Assistance: A total of %8,76,200 was provided to support the poor,
the sick, students, and others in need, ensuring timely assistance for those
facing financial and social challenges.

Parish BCC Coordination Visits :Parish BCC Coordination were visited to
strengthen collaboration, encourage active participation, and foster unity in
various pastoral activities, enhancing the effectiveness of parish programs
and overall community engagement.

Zonal Meeting : On 08" March, zonal meeting was conducted at Tuticorin.
The main Topics discussed were Assembly of God, Activities of BCC.
Comments were also made about activities that affect BCC. 25 people
participated.

19. Commission for Social Communication (Fr. Gnana Dhas S.)
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(Photos: Short film broadcasting and film evaluation)

Special activities

Cultural Programmes & Initiatives:

Government awareness programmes on the theme of “100% voting is our
right and our pride” were performed through dramas and dances at Muttom,
Colachel, Monday Market, Ettani, Nattalam, Palloor, Tholayavattam,
Enayam, Midalam, Kanyakumari, Kovalam, Kil-Manakudi, Mela Manakudi,
Pallam, Kadiyapattanam and Vaniyakudi.

Abook 'Colours of Passion' was launched by the Art and Heritage Center as a
special initiative for the Lenten season.

Short film broadcasting and film evaluation were arranged at Kottar & Simon
Colony parishes.

Nanjil Natham music and dance staff choreographed students of St. Joseph's
Mat. H.S.S. studying vocal, Music and dances and the students performed
their talents on the final day of ECA activities.

Kalari Folk Heritage and Art Centre Activities:

Art Retreat training was conducted at Assisi Church, Ponnappanadar Colony,
Kanavoor, Elangadai & Chunkankadai parishes.
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The art class & Folk art Training was conducted with a focus on developing
basic drawing skills and creative practice among students.

New Releases, Recordings and Shootings

Commission for Proclamation and Social Communication Commission
jointly prepared Lenten reflections and broadcasted in the YouTube and local
NN Television channel.

The Nanjil Natham live-telecast team broadcasted Palm Sunday Mass,
Chrism Mass and Holy Week liturgical celebrations.

Mass for Madha TV were recorded at Devasahayam Mount and telecasted on
28" March.

20. Commission for Youth (Fr. Simon J.)

(Photos: Awareness training / Visit to Thomayarpuram village)

Special activities

Other Initiatives:

Training Sessions: Trainings were organised on theme Assembly Election
Awareness 2026 by Mr. Swaminathan, Miss. Divya Bharathi. A total of 40
youth actively participated.

On 01" March, youth visited Thomayarpuram village, Tuticorin diocese and
had a dialogue session with them. 46 youth participated.

On 08" March, Reader's Circle (2™ Session) was conducted at Youth office.
Third Phase intensive Training for the youth was conducted on 20™ -22" of
this month.

27 youth participated.

In Kattuvilai Parish, the youth group visited the twin pond located in their
village and discussed the possibilities to restore water.

An exposure programme with the Chunkankadai pottery workers was
undertaken.

In Manakudy parish, the wandering forest was visited and the matters
concerning the protection of the forest was discussed.

During Lenten session, the way of the cross was conducted at the elderly
people's houses in the villages and a Lenten talk was given on the topic “The
purpose of fasting for 40 days”

Fr. Edmond A.,
Coordinator of Commissions
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KOTTAR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY (KSSS)

Monthly Report

1. Children’s Development & Family Strengthening

SL. Date Place Activity Partici
No pants
1. 15.03. | Christhu Nager Seminar on child protection
2026 for Vicariate level Family 21
Commission Leaders
17.03. | Elankadai WCPE Followup Meeting on 7
2. 2026 child protection
3. | 21.03. | VF Office, Periar | Seminar on child protection 33
2026 Nager for Vicariate level BCC
Leaders.
4. | 22.03. | Irumpili Gatekeeping Formation 12
2026 Meeting child protection
5. | 24.03. | Kurumpanai Seminar on child protection 106
2026 for SHG members
6. | March | All Villages Family visit, Donar visit,
2026 Champion Visit, Parish
leaders visit, Children
Commission leaders visit.

2. Fr. James Tombuer mobile Palliative Care

SI. | Date Name of the village Number of
No patient
02/03/2026 | Enayam 6
2 05/03/2026 | Kanniyakumari, Vavadhurai 4,3
3 09/03/2026 | Annainager, Pallam 4,2
4 11/03/2026 | Vanniyakudi, Periyavilai 2,1
Kodimunai 2
5 16/03/2026 | Enayam 6
6 18/03/2026 | Annainager, Pallam 5,2
7 20/03/2026 | Kovalam 6
8 25/03/2026 | Enayam 6
9 30/03/2026 | Kanniyakumari, Vavadhurai 4,4
Total Patient 57
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3. Family Development

Date Activity Completed
Beneficiaries
01.03.2026 | Correct & print fund withdrawal applications 384
to for active families
31.03.2026
01.03.2026 | Fund transfer to the active families bank 384
to account by the project holder
31.03.2026
01.03.2026 | Collect signatures on the corrected fund 295
to withdrawal applications, fund receipts, and
31.03.2026 | collect data for the activity completion reports
of active families
01.03.2026 | Upload the signed fund withdrawal 50
to applications & fund received receipts of active
31.03.2026 | families in DDMS
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9. Gam Ly Gameiin
Training
Date Place Topic No. of Parti-
cipants
4-3-2026 | Enayam Awareness on Tobacco 20
5-3-2026 | Melmidalam Awareness on Tobacco 40
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8-3-2026 | Asaripallam Tress garden 16
8-3-2026 | Ettamadai Awareness on Social forestry 20
9-3-2026 | Kodimunai Orientation on kolping values 20
9-3-2026 | Muttom Kolping Values 40
9-3-2026 | Chinnavilai Orientation on kolping values 22
10-3-2026 | Kurumpanai Orientation on kolping values 20
10-3-2026 | Bishop Leon Nager | Orientation on kolping values 20
11-3-2026 | Sadaiyalputhoor Adolph Kolping values 40
11-3-2026 | Rajakamangalam Awareness on Village 20
thurai development plan
11-3-2026 | Kurumpanai Orientation on kolping values 20
11-3-2026 | Puthoor Financial Management 20
12-3-2026 | Kilmidalam Adolph Kolping values 20
13-3-2026 | Vedhanager Health and hygiene 40
15-3-2026 | Enayam Leadership Quality 20
16-3-2026 | Kodimunai Strengthening the family values 20
16-3-2026 | Annai Nager Annual Planning 20
17-3-2026 | Colachel Leadership Training 20
17-3-2026 | Kilamanakudy Leadership Quality 15
17-3-2026 | Kesavanputhen Health and hygiene 20
thurai
18-3-2026 | Ramanthurai Strengthening the family values 40
19-3-2026 | Periyavilai Strengthening the family values 42
19-3-2026 | Puthenthurai Leadership Training 30
22-3-2026 | Kadiyapattinam Awareness on Tobacco 60
22-3-2026 | Claret mount Health and hygiene 40
23-3-2026 | Prince colony, Orientation on kolping values 20
Kodimunai
24-3-2026 | Kurumpanai Financial management 40
24-3-2026 | Pallam Strengthening the kolping 50
values
27-3-2026 | Maramady Awareness on Tobacco 55
27-3-2026 | Simoncolony Orientation on kolping values 20
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Special Activities
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Executive Director,

Kottar Social Service Society.

2026 MAY

SL. | Date Place Activity Participants
no in number
1. | 2-03- | Rajaka The sangam members donated 20
2026 | mangalamthurai | Food worth Rs.10,000/- to
Adaikalapuram Home
2 | 6-03- | Enayam The sangam members donated 20
2026 cloth and Food worth
Rs.15000/- to Manapadu
church for poor people.
3 | 9-3- | Anjukootuvilai | The sangam members donated 20
2026 Rs.4000/- (Food Parcel) to
poor people near
Kanyakumari church.
4 | 14-3- | Sahayapuram Donation of food for 20
2026 Thiruyaathiai people at
Sahayapuram, church worth
Rs.14,000/-
5 | 14-3- | Infant Jesus Donation of food items worth 25
2026 | Nager. Colachel | Rs. 15000/- to a poor family
at Pilankarai Old age Home
6 | 23-3- | Kesavanputhen | The sangam members donated 30
2026 | thurai Rs.5000/- (Food Parcel) to
poor people from
Ramanputhoor,
Nagercoil road.
7. | 24-3- | Kurumpanai Donated Rs. 3000/- for Poor 20
2026 family "medicine purpose
8. | 26-3- | Claret mount Donated Rs. 5000/- for Poor 40
2026 family "to medicine purpose
9. | 29-3- | Karavilai Donated Rs. 15000/- for palm 20
2026 Sunday food for church people
10. | 30-3- | Alanchy The sangam members donated 10
2026 Rs.6000/- (Food Parcel) to
poor people from Erumpili to
Mandaikadu surrounding.
Fr. T. Penno Raj
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Diocesan Collections

Martyr Devasahayam
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026
Carmal Nagar (2018) 2,600
Carmal Nagar (2019) 2,800
Carmal Nagar (2020) 2,700
Total 8,100

Holy Childhood
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Carried Forward 2,51,178
Punnai Nagar 3,000
Ritapuram 12,583
Enayam Puthenthurai 9,572
Karavilai 1,820
Surulacode 1,520
Helen Nagar 1,000
[rumpily 950
Midalakadu 10,480
Carmal Nagar (2018) 4,200
Carmal Nagar (2020) 4,000

Carmal Nagar (2026) 4,200
Ottayalkudy 1,500
Kesavanputhenthurai 3,163
Rajavoor (2025) 8,725
Rajavoor (2026) 10,226
Amaravathivilai 2,030
Manavilai 3,484
Kalimar 4,250
Total 3,37,881

Communication Sunday
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Carried Forward 4,91,262
Punnai Nagar 3,000
Karavilai 1,260
[rumpily 780
Carmal Nagar (2018) 1,600
Carmal Nagar (2019) 1,800
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Kesavan Puthenthurai 1,000
Rajavoor 12,605
Total 513,307

Bible Sunday
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Carried Forward 9,69,795
Punnai Nagar 3,000
Karavilai 1,330
Surulacode 1,970
[rumpily 410
Carmal Nagar (2017) 3,500
Carmal Nagar (2018) 3,700
Carmal Nagar (2020) 3,600
Kesavanputhenthurai 1,000
Rajavoor 8,165
Total 9,96,470
Communio India
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026
Carmal Nagar 2,400
Total 2,400
Prison Ministry
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Carried Forward 4,83,054
Punnai Nagar 3,000
Karavilai 1,170
[rumpily 770
Kesavanputhenthurai 1,000
Rajavoor 9,334
Total 4,98,328

Mission Sunday
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Carried Forward 25,84,221

Rajakkamangalamthurai 1,81,320
Punnai Nagar 6,000
Thalavaipuram 1,000
Vavathurai 16,620
Total 27,89,161
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Delhi Relif
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Carmal Nagar 1,900
Total 1,900
Holy Land

From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026
Kottaram 7,675
Adoration Monastery 68,276
Ammandivilai 11,484
Mela Ramanputhoor 51,510
Kanyakumari 95,029
Konam 10,889
Thittuvilai 5,000
Sahayapuram 23,660
Kesavanputhanthurai 47,795
N.G.O. Colony 12,560
Kanyakulam 7,464
Thalavaipuram 7,130
Vattakarai 31,700
Alanchy 32,586
Karavilai 21,802
Surulacode 2,020
Seethapal 5,030
Helen Nagar 5,000
Thalavaipuram (Kattuvilai) 7,100
Annai Nagar 43,320
Thazhayankonam 5,000
Vetha Nagar 28,046
Midalakadu 24,761
Carmal Nagar 61,090
Vavathurai 14,700
Devasahayam Mount 46,679
Pallavilai 13,628
Parvathipuram 19,300
Ottayalkudy 6,100
Punnai Nagar 31,200
Kattuvilai 21,520
Mela Peruvilai 7,241
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Pozhikarai 99,268
Rajavoor 57,358
Aral Arockia Nagar 7,500
Amaravathivilai 9,300
Thengapattanam 20,630
Ponnappa Nadar Colony 49,760
Manavilai 11,280
Elankadai 8,230
Thengamputhoor 7,290
Chinna Muttom 22,300
Anandhan Nagar 19,330
Ramapuram 21,530
Enayam Puthenthurai 1,20,981
Nagercoil 68,840
Christu Nagar 93,595
Erachakulam 6,435
Kalimar 25,700
Total 14,25,622

Seminary Fund
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Alanchy ( Pastoral Visit) 95,665
Mr. Joseph & Family,

Matha Nagar, Alanchy 25,000
Mrs. Mary Stallaboy, Alanchy 5,000
Mr. S. Joe, Kanyakumari 1,000

S. Arul Mary, Enayam Puthenthurai 1,000
Mr. Benedict Joe & Rajeswari

Family, Keezhakattuvilai 6,000
C. Selvarani, Enayam 1,000
B. Vimala, Carmal Nagar 1,000
J. Charlas Victorial, Nagercoil 1,000
S. Lilly, Seethapal 1,000
K. Micheal Ammal,

Keezhakattuvilai 1,000
A. Chinna Rani,

Ramanathichanputhoor 1,000
K. Rajula, Thamaraikulam 1,000

Mr. Dennis G. Sahayam, Nagercoil 10,000
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Gerdi Gutperle Agasthiyar Muni

Child Care Centre, Vellamadam 10,000
Mr. Thatheuse, Ritapuram 5,000
Mr. Baskar, Kanyakumari 10,000
Mr. Darneey Tressilin,

Thalavaipuram 4,000
Mr. Weslin, Muttom 6,000
Mrs. Anthoniammal Vimala,

Nagercoil 3,000
Mrs. Ayneese, Kurusady 1,000
Mrs. Sornam, Kottar 1,000
Mr. Germanuse Alex, Vattakarai 1,000
Mr. Rayar, Vattakarai 1,000
Sahayagiri 5,000
Total 1,97,665

Cumulated Masses

From March 21, 2026 to April 25, 2026

Alanchy Vicariate :

Enayam 9,600
Mangalakuntu 3,000
Alanchy 4,050
Colachel Vicariate :

Vaniyakudy (Jan. & Feb.) 3,900
Kurumpanai 3,150
Colachel 18,000
Kottilpadu 2,850
Vaniyakudy (Mar.) 3,150
Simon Colony 3,600
Puthoor (Feb. & Mar.) 19,650
Muttom Vicariate :

Sarel (Feb.) 7,050
Kadiapattanam 11,250
Annai Nagar 3,150
Sarel (Mar.) 8,100
Periakadu (Feb. & Mar.) 30,300
Kesavanputhenthurai

(Feb. & Mar.) 13,050
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Kanyakumari Vicariate :

Thamaraikulam 6,900
Kovalam 6,450
Chinna Muttom 1,650
Vavathurai 750
Sahayapuram 72,000
Manakudy 4,500
Kottar Vicariate :
Kil Asaripallam 9,000
Maravankudieruppu 4,500
Mela Ramanputhoor 7,350
N.G.O. Colony 5,400
Vattakarai 15,600
Kottar 12,150
Nagercoil 18,600
Thalavaipuram 1,350
Carmal Nagar 5,550
Punnai Nagar 3,300
Devasahayam Mount Vicariate :
Vadasery 1,800
Christu Nagar 5,250
Devasahayam Mount 6,450
Total: 3,32,400
Parish Contribution
From March 21, 2026 to April 20, 2026

Punnai Nagar 80,000
Midalakadu 50,000
Vattakarai 50,000
Kalimar 30,000
Total: 2,10,000

| Priest Contribution - Abroad |

06.04.2026 - Fr. Xavier Raj Sam 25,000
Total: 25,000
From

Fr. J. Francis Xavier

Financial Administrator
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KOTTAR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
HUNGER AND DISEASE - 2026

SINo Parish Name Amount SINo Parish Name Amount
1 Thengapattanam 16 | Anandan Nagar 6,150
for the year 2025 3051 | {17 |Kattuvilai 21,530
2 | Helen Nager 18 | Chekkady 5,619
; fsor th|e year 2025 1,000 | 9 | Sahayapuram 19,604
for the year 2025 19,830 | |[20_[Pallavia 10,59
4 Amaravathivilai 21| NGO Calony 9485
for the year 2025 8,110 22 | Thazhayankonam 4,000
5 |Kottaram 10,051 | [23 | Muttom 13,450
6 | Mela Ramanputhur 30,100 | |24 |James Nager 1,197
7 | Keezha Asaripallam 1620 | | 25 | Kurusady 57,810
8 Mr.Dominic Jeyapal, 26 | Periakadu 28,557
Keezha Asaripallam 2,000 27 | Annai Nager 26,010
9 Mr. Amal Raj, 28 | Mel Midalam 11,380
Keezha Asaripallam 1,000 | [29 |Enayam Puthenthurai | 14,793
10 | Mr. Michael I_.eo, 30 | Kesavanputhenthurai 47,360
Keezha Asaripallam 500 | 31~ [ Parvathipuram 22,940
1 ﬁg‘;gﬂgﬂ Monastery, 4350 | | 32| Vedha Nager 30,325
12 | Erachakulam 3,979 33 Veergpuh : 1,000
13 | Mr. Awin Jose - 34 | Asaripallam - Kil 14,200
Mela Ramanputhur 50,000 | |35 |Alanchy 23,430
14 | Kottar 62,600 36 | Thellanthi 8,850
15 | Punnai Nager 8,680 TOTAL 5,85,155

From the Chancellor’s office
Appointments - April 2026

Name

Designation

With effect from

Fr. Sahaya Belix A

Priest-in-charge, Konam

April 08, 2026
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Fr. G. Maria Gladston
Chancellor, Diocese of Kottar
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DIOCESAN CHRONICLES

oo April 2026 o

01 |Bishop celebrated the Holy Mass at Sahayapuram.
Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of Mrs. Nalini Bai,
mother of Rev. Fr. Joy at Kurusady.

Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of  Mrs.
Catherinammal, mother of Rev. Fr. Felix G at Ramanthurai.

02 |Bishop conducted Maundy Thursday service at Keeriparai,
sub-station of Thadikarankonam.

03 |Bishop headed the Good Friday service followed by the Way
of'the Cross at Kottar.

04 |Bishop celebrated the Easter Vigil Mass at Kottar.

05 | Bishop celebrated the Easter Mass at Adoration Monastery.

06 |Bishop participated in the Coordination of Commissions
Meeting at St. Xavier's Hall.

07 |Bishop participated in the seminar conducted for all the
clergy of Kottar Diocese at Animation Centre.

Bishop chaired the Diocesan Consult Meeting at the
Bishop's House.

08 |Bishop blessed the newly constructed Presbytery at
Sahayagiri, sub-station of Mangalakuntu. The blessing was
followed by a solemn celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

11 |Bishop participated in the Graduation Ceremony at St.
John's College, Ammandivilai and delivered an inspiring
address to the students and their parents.
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11 | Bishop held a brief meeting with the parents of the Ordinandi
atthe Bishop's House.

Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of Mrs. Amala
Pushpam, mother of Rev. Fr. Claret at Mel-Midalam.

12 | Bishop presided over the Priestly Ordination Mass at Kottar.

13 |Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of Rev. Fr. Soosai
Antony .J at Muttom, and thanked the Lord for his dedicated
service to the Church.

17 |Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of Rev. Fr. Thomas
Arulanandam .J at Kottar, and thanked the Lord for his
Commitment and service to the Church and followed by the
burial Service at the Bishop's House Cemetery.

19 |Bishop celebrated the Holy Mass at James Nagar, substation
of Muttom.

21 |Bishop chaired the VFs' Meeting at the Bishop's House.

23 |Bishop celebrated the Funeral Mass of Mrs. Jesinthal,
mother of Rev. Fr. Kishore at Puthenthurai.

24 |Bishop chaired the Finance Committee Meeting at the
Bishop's House.

25 |Bishop consecrated the newly constructed church at
Paruthivilai, substation of Mela Asaripallam.

26 |Pastoral Visitat Chinnavilai Parish.

27 | Bishop participated in the selection process for seminary

candidates at the Bishop's House.28Bishop chaired the
Consult Meeting at the Bishop's House.
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Bishop’s Programme - May 2026

Date| Time Place Program  / f;’%‘?r
01 |18.30| Kattuvilai Flag Hoisting k -
02 |17.00| Ramapuram Altar Blessing \/Z
03 Kottilpadu Pastoral Visit
04 |15.00| St. Xavier's Hall Commissions Coordination Meeting
05 [09.00 | Bishop's House Extended Curia

15.00 | Bishop's House Senate Meeting
06 |{10.30| CTC Convent, Silver & Golden Jubilee Celebration
Pampanvilai
18.30 | Rajavoor Feast Mass
08 |18.30 | Sahayapuram Flag Hoisting
09 |09.30 | Holy Cross College | Diploma Course Classes
15.00 | Animation Centre Nurses Day Celebration
10 |08.00 | Samayanallur Feast Mass
11 110.00 | Animation Centre TN Regional Youth Animation Class
13 [15.00 | Muttom B.Ed College Board Meeting
15 [15.00 | Bishop's House Major Seminarians Meeting
16 |16.00 | Rajakkamangalam | Silver Jubilee Celebration
thurai
17 Chinnamuttom Pastoral Visit
20 |15.00 | Bishop's House Major Seminarians Meeting
21-

June Abroad

18
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' May - 2026 |
HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR FATHERS

Fr. John Amalanathan L.  01.05.1952 \)

Fr. Saleen Johnrose J. 01.05.1994 '& ”

Fr. Doege Reuson |. 01.05.1993

Fr. Maria Soosai Vincent G. 02.05.1962 \‘-,\‘Q;r\/? a7 A

Fr. Evangelian M. Besky ~ 03.05.1975 *p \{'\-‘glft’)’c)"ff

Fr. Eugene B. 04.05.1948

Fr. Jose J. Besk Fr. Vincent B. Wilson ~ 19.05.1955
(Duraiswammy) 06.05.1986 | Most Rev. Peter Remigius 20.05.1939
Fr. Antony Pitchai C. 07.05.1974 | Fr. Sahaya Antony L.~ 20.05.1988
Fr. Stanly Sahayam T. 07.05.1966 | Fr. Perpetual Antony M. 22.05.1968
Fr. Jagan C. 10.05.1978 | Fr. Antonydas Stalin D.  23.05.1972
Fr. Devadhas P. 10.05.1966 | Fr- Arun Pravin A. 25.05.1993
Fr. Ubald M. 10.05.1963 | Fr- Antony Soosai S. 27.05.1960
Fr. Michael George Bright A.10.05.1987 | FT. Dionysius L. 27.05.1975
Fr. Arockia Austin J. 10.05.1990 | Fr- Ajith M. 21.05.1992
Fr. John Robert Julius J. ~ 12.05.1975 | Fr. John Rufus T. 29.05.1973
Fr. Vins Siju Bysingh V. 13.05.1990 | Fr. John Nickson S. 30.05.1992
Fr. Servatius S. 16.05.1942 | Fr. Southan Star A. 31.05.1983
Fr. Wilson L. 18.05.1990 | Fr. Justin Avinash A. 31.05.1996

Fr. Mariathason A. 03.05.2019
NECROLOGY BNy 05.05.1956

Most Rev. T.R. Agniswamy S.J  07.05.1974

R.I.P Fr. Ubald Raj Fernando 08.05.1987
Fr. Aseervatham A. 09.05.1987
A ? | Fr. John Mary Vilavarayan 10.05.1991
o o Fr. Lawrence S. 10.05.2014
Fr. Viagulamuthu Soosai

C—:-} Arul Swornaraj 16.05.1984
Rest In Peace Fr. Varghese Fernandez 21.05.1982
Fr. George J. 23.05.2007

Fr. Ambrose Fernandez 27.05.1958

LET US REMEMBER OUR DECEASED PRIESTS!

KOTTAR NEWSLETTER 2026 MAY 39




HAPPY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

Fr.JosephE. 06.05.2001
Fr. George Vincent W. 07.05.1980
Fr. Stanly Sahayam T. 07.05.1996
Fr.Arockia Ramesh J. 08.05.2016
Fr. John Milton S. 08.05.2016
Fr. Ligorius M. 08.05.2016
Fr. Maximiyan James M. 08.05.2016
Fr.Michael George BrightA.  08.05.2016
Fr. Rengith Kumar K. 08.05.2016
Fr. GasparA. 03.05.1978 | Fr. SahayaAnand M. 08.05.2016
Fr.Antony Rosario 03.05.2015 | Fr. Sahaya GlacinH. 08.05.2016
Fr.Curusu CarmelY. 03.05.2015 | Fr.Jeremias G. 10.05.1978
Fr. Hentry Philip Quin E. 03.05.2015 | Fr. JohnAmalanathan L. 13.05.1979
Fr.JeganC. 03.05.2015 | Fr. Hilarius V. 14.05.1980
Fr. Jerry Vincent 03.05.2015 | Fr.EugeneB. 16.05.1974
Fr.John SibiF. 03.05.2015 | Fr.HenryN.M. 16.05.1974
Fr.Simon J. 03.05.2015 | Fr.AntonyAlcanderL. 26.05.1981
Fr.Sudharson J. 03.05.2015 | Fr.Francis De Sales J. 29.05.1981
Fr.Southan StarA. 03.05.2015 | Fr.ArockiaAustin J. 29.05.202
f CONDOLENCES A

@ KNL condoles the demise of Mrs. Nalini Bai (84), Mother of
Rev. Fr. Satheeshkumar Joy J. on 31.03.2026 at Kurusady. May she
Restin Peace.

& KNL condoles the demise of Mrs. Catherinammal (@ Leenammal
(93), Mother of Rev. Fr. Felix G. on 01.04.2026 at Ramanthurai.
May she Rest in Peace.

@ KNL condoles the demise of Mrs. Amala Pushpam (83), Mother of
Rev. Fr. Antony Claret S. on 10.04.2026 at Mel-Midalam. May she
Restin Peace.

© KNL condoles the demise of Mrs. Jesintha (66), Mother of
Rev. Fr. George Gabriel Kishore X. on 21.04.2026 at Puthenthurai.
May she Restin Peace.

- J
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ToMAGE

Rev. Fr. Thomas Arulanandam J.
1965-2026

It is with deep sorrow that the Diocese of
Kottar announces the passing of our beloved

priest, Rev. Fr. J. Thomas Arulanandam, at the
age of 61.

Fr. Arulanandam was a man of remarkable
simplicity whose fun-loving spirit brought joy and
warmth to everyone he encountered. His courage

in facing life’s challenges, combined with his
many talents, made him a source of inspiration to parishioners and friends
alike. He was hardworking and dedicated, pouring himself wholeheartedly
into his ministry and the service of the Church.

Fr. Arulanandam’s life was a testament to faith lived with courage and
joy. His legacy will endure in the countless lives he touched, the communities
he strengthened, and the example he set of living with simplicity, resilience,
and devotion.

Though he no longer walks among us, his memory will continue to
inspire us to embrace life with the same courage, joy, and dedication that he
embodied. ‘

May his soul rest in eternal peace, and may we honour his memory by
carrying forward his spirit of faith, hard work, and love.

His Life Journey

Native Parish : Vedhanagar
Date of Birth : 08.03.1965
Parents : Mr. Jeyara) T. & Mrs. Lourdu Mary J.

Priestly Ordination : 23.04.2006 at Kottar
by Most Rev. Bishop Leon A. Tharmaraj

Priestly Ministries
Assistant Parish Priest : Muttom (2006-2007)
Parochial Administrator: Manakudy (2007-2011)

Parish Priest : Alanchy (2011-2016), Mangalakuntu (2016-2017 )
Christu Nagar (2017-2020)

Secretary : Pastoral Commission for Dalits (2009 -2016)

Medical Leave 1 (2020-2026)

Demise 1 16.04.2026

Burial 1 17.04.2026 at Priests’ Cemetery, Bishop’s House.



WITH GRATITUDE TO MOST REV. LEOPOLDO GIRELLI
APOSTOLIC NUNCIO TO INDIA AND NEPAL

As Your Excellency departs for your new
mission in Croatia, the Diocese of Kottar recalls with
deep gratitude your gracious and dedicated service
to the Church in India and Nepal.

In a special way, the Diocese of Kottar fondly
remembers your generous support in making
possible the canonization of St. Devasahayam in
2022, an event that fulfilled a long-cherished dream
of the faithful. The subsequent declaration of St.
Devasahayam as the Patron of the Laity in India in
2025 further reflects your pastoral concern and
steadfast commitment to the people of this land. o
These historic milestones will remain a lasting

testament to your fruitful ministry. TR
' o

With heartfelt gratitude, we invoke God's
abundant blessings upon you and wish you every success in your new mission.

In the mind of Christ,
Most Rev. Nazarene Soosai, Bishop of Kottar
The Clergy, The Religious and the Faithful of the Diocese of Kottar

cHangD &rthdc%

On this joyous occasion of your
birthday, Bishop Emeritus, Most Rev. Peter

18 Remigius (born 20 May 1939), the Diocese
I’ of Kottar joins together in thanksgiving to
i _ God for the giﬁ of your life and ministry. We

cherish your years of dedicated service,
pastoral guidance, and spiritual leadership
that have enriched our community. With
heartfelt prayers, we wish you continued
health, peace, and blessings. May the Lord
grant you abundant grace and joy in the
years ahead.

Edited by : Fr. T. John Rufus, Vicar General
Printed at : Assisi Offset Press, Assisi Campus, Nagercoil, Ph: 7667729591



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44

